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A Cold Blast from the North.

® Temperance movement has received attention in Britain
.%d,:"’E‘Léis a personage than ¢ Blackwood,” alias * Black.
elie !lnburgh Magazine.” {ur l.ua own reputation sake, he
ure) 'l' ct us alone. The articl2 is amusing, but mortifying;
¥ Fhere ean be no real pleasure in seeing a learned old
l"“h 'i:“klnga fool of himself. Granting there may be some
the charges he prefers against Teetotalers,-~but it is a sad
pu:: :}ant of c'andour. to drag minor errors forward,—~for the
! obscuring a great and good cause. Many readers of
V‘Vo.,d know little enough of the Temperance movement, and
if they look at it only through these spectacles, they will
i, :“W. lllqch more, But, however, this cold blast, as we cail
LWy 'Y incline some to enquire for themselves, and the * con.
i 90 deereed” may “overflow with righteousncss,”
of e:;l’lfld just read the article in Blackwood, and were thinking
lv%. Ying thereto, when our valued eontemporary, the Weekly
with:nd Chronicle, of April 9th, arrived by the British steamer.
1the Ut further remarks of our own, we transfer to our pages
N nmmﬂble editorial relating thereto, and think it will suffice
ipap ¥ the egregious errors committed by the grave old Tory
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| g " of worldewide fame. The Editor says :—

'Ry, D0 . .

‘s'dn Me time back that wittv canon of St. Paul’s, the late
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!m.‘z Sm!lh, took it into his head that Methodism was a great
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::"eﬁke:f and lhaf‘ he wauld write it down. Accordingly, he
At a set of Evangelieal magazines, picked out everything

1| on ':emed to him Indierous, and by taking a passage from its
:lo : po*lhcre is nothing you cannot make ludicrous if you are
}:@e !rv'ed*‘»and published these passages with a running com-
ey, of his own. Alas! in spite of the revercnd gentleman’s
:[“' "l;lelhodlsm ﬂv)uriijed, numithslandmg that he had shot
]::ilan kecn arrows of his wit. Blackwond has attempted
, "llcy to put down the Temperance Movement, but with even
"ll Cesy than that which attended the reverend joker. Al
M, ht!vc is & poor copy of & poor original.  Sidney Smith's
toby y Vithout Sidney Smith’s wit.  Very appropriately Al
"ebe a4y was the day chosen—a more fitting day could not
B, 1 selected for this formidable attack.
:hd :WOOQ i8 bard to please.  Acenrding to him, ¢ the foolish
hy designing” hear that George Crukshank, Sitk Buck-
‘:e, th-p twrenee [eyworth, Joseph Sturge, are ** the prominent
Tang, not prominent, the really moving ageuts” in the Tem-
g ,,M"w"""" The pablications connected with it eantain
f-”““l,t In subtle disguise, disaffection fo the institations of our
Iy ; y“dliloyalty and dissent.” Tcetotalzrs are steeped to the
® matiers of bitterness 5 * their bigotry is diegnsting and

ey}

LT e

j“lehdeue" The writer iz angry hecause their meetings are
Y by whaole eart-loads of reformed drunkards—hocause

Yetin, 'i!"' at the beginning and get children to take pledge, thus
. i’ ""‘ accordance with the teaching of a very old fashioned
N Zzt you ehould train up a child in the way in which he
t‘?"lin —and becausc a movemeni, born of the people and
Py h'.olml)lI to the people, cannot use the mincing phraselozy and
® e € affectation of May Fair, Such arc the sins for which
:'lee_ PPeffmcc Movement hias to answer, We grant them at
Abj, *U8sibly a great number of tectotalers arc Dissenters; pro
eq . Ofthem are foolish and designing ; many of themn are
“‘i“le d'l.lnksu'dtr, thank God for it ! and many of them aec.
Wl{lh human nature can easily undefgmnd, are verv
" wiulhmk teetotalism a cuve for every ill; but we cannot
MOHedl Blackwoad that for this a great movement is to be
Uy, -C It is in cvidence that a very large proportion of
7 the .::"se"y. including poverty, disease, and crime, is induced
o “': of alcoholic or fermented liquors as beverages.  1tis
-|h li“enc at the most pcrfc(;t hr:‘allh is compatible with total
‘l'h“ "lll'l;a from all such intoxicating beverage; it is elear
r.ltp'-'rit' abatinence would greatly contribute to the health, the
ty any’ the morality, and the happiness of the human
“hy ha d it is alsn equally clear that, to an immense number
J K‘:"ee ecome victims 1o strong drink, abstinence is the only
N th
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"fm!vatiun. Nothing, we take it, is more scif.evident

courts, to the testimony of policemen, to the confessions of our
criminals, to the grave declarations of our judges. We look at
our land, and we see no other crime so fearfully prevalent as this
of drunkenness, For lhis we sec our fellow-countrymen taxing
themselves annually to the amount of sixty millions. Against this
saciety has to arm ntse!f with gaols, and policemen, and judges,
and the costly apparatus of ;uw, Fur this our churches aro
deserted, our ¢ :uls languish, our mechanic#’ institutions d'e out,
and our worknouses and hospitale are ever filled. In conse-
quence of this the Temperance Movement exists It is a spegifio
remedy for a epecific il It finds a deadly custom prevalent, and
it reccormmends Abstinence. The people who do this may be
very absurd people, their language may be very coaree and vulgar,
they may be very narrow.minded and funatic (sl carnest men
are open to this charge;) but at any rate, they are doing a mighty
work, and deserve Gud specd.

How otherwise are you 1o combat drunkenness 2 A society
ie constituted, to achieve a certain end you must have a certain
organisation. An ovil exists; you must either let it alone or
attack it. If you do the latier, the more directly you attack it the
better. [Instead of Abetinence, Bluckwood recommends the
Church Catechism. Gibbon tells us of one of the African bishops
who, when he was remonstrated with by une of the churches in
his diocese that he had appointed to their pulpit a man sadly too
earnal for so spiritual an office, replied that that was all trae, but
that they had this consolation, that their priest was undeniably
orthodox : they might have had a brtter liver, but they certainly
could not have had one more corrcet in his theological vicws.
Blackwood scems of a similar opinion. We question, howerer,
whether the public at large will reccive orthodox belief as a sub-
stitute for practice quite the reverse,  The former is not alwaye a
preventive of the latter. Asa people we are undeniably orthodox.
Unfortunately, as a people, we arc undeniably given to drinking.
But Blackwaod has another remedy besides the Church Catechism.
He tells us * beer-houses and ginpaiaces, as thev now are, are
moral pest.houses ; they want scvere regulation.” Blackwood
knows ¢ not how 1o thirik decently of this our Government, while
nutorious haunts of thieves, prostitutes, murderers, are almost
protected, and brutalitics increase.” By the way this last scntenco
sounds very much like that ¢ dieaffection to the institutions of
our conntry,” which Blackwood imputes s such a sin to the teeto-
talers ; but let that puss, Brerhouses and gin palaces, as they
are, are moral pest.houses. The aim of the Teetotalers is to keep
men oul of these moral pest-houses, T'he question naturaliy
~uggests itself, Why arc they moral pest-houees 1 ‘The answer
1« hecause intoxicating liquors are consumed in them § beeause
men sit in them till their brains become inflamed with the made
dening draught ; becanse men come out uf them ripe and ready
for the commission of anv crime  The Teetotalers say, do away
with drinking, and thesc moral pest houses will ccase to exist.
Blackwood wanta scvere regulations on the part of Government.
Which is the more sensible course —which is the better remedy—
which is the more likely to reach the root of the natter ; we leave
our readers to settle for themgelves.

Perhaps, after all, the best answer to Blackwoud is Bluckwood,
1t is well 10 appesl from Philip drunk tn Philip sober. ¢ Wine !
wine ! whose praises are clamorously sung around the festive
board, and whose virtues supply the song with brilliant thoughts
and ardent syllables, what need of eloquence and verse to sound
thy fame, while murder and seduction bear ghostly witness to thy
potency ! s therea greater crime than thrse ? nume it, and
drunkenness shall elaim it for a child.” This extract we take
from Blackwood, when Blackwond was remarkable for its brillian.
cv and power—when Blackwonod was what we fear it can never
be again,

In conclusion, we think Blackwood might have spoken more
hopefully of the Temperance movement. We protest againat
any canse being judged by isolated extracts, by occasional absyr.
ditiea of language or of action on the part of its supporters, The
efforts of temperance advocates tn gave men’s bodies and souls,
are, at anv rale, worthy of honour. Throughout the length and
breadth of the land, there arc thousands, who, but far jt, would
have been rotting away in our work-houses, or hnepitals, or
gao's. Tn continne this god-like work, to leand back the drunkard
to blessednesa and peacc—is assuredly a noblc aim. Men may
think the tectotaler mistrken, but at any rate he deserves respoct.
He deserves even something more than negative praise. Theit
constant protest against a vice which has thinved the temples of

ws In proof, we appeal to our police and assize




