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Oods, ns sonie did, that she nover felt ber need of Christ. I said that the Go&
revoaled in the Bible was one Gud-Father, Son and lloly Gheost , I spake te
ber of hier grent need of Christ ais it Saviour, but after ali I couId Bay 1 found
bier dotermined to adhcrc to lier deismn. Shie askoed me to pray with bier
whichi r did- This womian bias been severîil times in the church, but I have
been told slic was nover notcd for lier iiorality, but the reverse. 1 thîouglit
the present titue an important moment to spen.k to lier about Christ, but I
-fear I spoke to no purpose." In other instances hoe is more sucecessful. lie
gives the following instanc. "I1 was this day (22nd Dec. 1812) at the fuincral
of a soldior wlo died in the taveru, ncext our ctîurch. Ile was on his way
home, hîaving cauglittlie camp lever in the nrmy. Ile, was thirce or four dilys
isick, during %vlîich timoe I visited Iiiin sev'eril times. At first lic cntcrtained
hopes of recocry, and seenied unwilling to enter into any conversation
reepocting bis soul's state. 1 urged Mîin te consider lus state as dangereus,
that ho had no tiîne te lose, that it wvas of infinite importance for him to get an
iaterest in Christ. Ilo becaine coneerned about lus salvation-the one thing
necdfiul. lIe becanie decply affected, and to ail appearanco in earncst about
salvation. Ile avoived bis belief in God's ivord, in Christ his Saviour, and
requested me te pray witlî hina wluich 1 did. In parting he urged mie te
corne again. When 1 returned nexct (Lay, hie was abule te speak, but Nvith
-difficulty. Ile asked nie te pray with hini, 1 did se ; 1 have some bopes that
before dcatb, lio sav botlî liis sin, and the rernedy previded for sin tlirough
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The Secession Church bas always been distinguished for scriptural ortho-
'doxy. Se nuch lias thuis been the case that its very fa-ithfulness in openly
dealing with lieresy, roal or supposed, bias been sometimes converted by op-
penents into ground of calumny. Other denominations, and especially the
E1stablished Church, miglit wink at errer, and thus escape frei thec censures
of those without; but the Secession was always tee hîonest, and tee zealous
for truth and picty, te allowv any who -were liable te censure te 'pa3s unnoticed.
Wie are sorry te say that, of late, brethren of tho Froc Church, without loeking,
te themselves, have been sufficiently oficieus in the circulation of groundlcss re-
ports. insinuating that the wvhole Secessien Churcu was infeeted with heterodox
doctrine - whilst tie very reasons for suchi insinuations rnigbit have satisfied
any candid enquirer that it wvas the reverse. It is granted tlîat erroneous
tenets hiave been occasionaýlly propagated hy soi-ne of our Ministers. But
,%%hen was there a case where these -%vere tolerated ? In every oecurring in-
,stance the individuals, guilty or suspeeted, were taken up by the Courts,7and
if the aleainproved truc, were cither reclaimed or expelled. lIad the Es-
tablished Churcli been as diligent and fiîtithftil in prosecuting heresy, %vithu
suitable and merited censure, Iiow gelat a cry might have been uttered about
its departure from tie truth îas in Usus 1 But in this case it wouid have
deserved, net reproach but commendatien: and in this case, tee, tlîcre would
have been ne Secession.

The fact is thuat the very enigin of thc Socessien, and afterwards its progress,
werc chiefly owing te the prevalence of erroneous doctrine in the Establist-
ment, and its being -perinitted te pass uncensured. Look te the celebrated,
Sýynod sermon of Uîie'erinent Ebenezer Erskiné, te the Protestations of the
"16Feur Brethren,"' and te the varieus stops of the Associate Prosbytery, and
eubsequently to the twe branchues of the Secéssion, i ail the stages of theit.


