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porson.  The authoritivs uctod promptly, and avvested
the whole chavivari party.  As usual the newspapers
bave beon busy *in the intevests of justice,”—intor
viewing the prisoners, exaggorating their statements,
and giving them hideous chariacters.  Society demands
that the guilty should be punished, but therve is danger
of ovor-doing the thing. Newspapor law is almost as
bad as lyneh law,
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It is beyond a doubt that seatiment, which rosults
from our rational powers and moral feelings acting in
concert, is too good a thing to be dispensed with, oither
in our speculations or in omr faith.  But left to its own
wuidance, it is an igwis fatuus, a flitting  capricious
thing, moving in its gyrations by springs of its own
on marshy and treacherous gronml, and boasting many
an incantions victim.  To proamote any useful purpose,
sontiment must be able to show reason for its sallies;
and in mattors of faith it will be judged with unspair.
ing soverity. Ifitisagift of Gul given to sweeten
life, to stimulate, to clevate, to give high aspirations,
it is given also subject to controlling veason. Itisa
favouring breeze that fills the sheots and speeds the
bark, but whether to open sea or sunken rcef is no
aflair of its. It needs a pilot.  Renson will steer it,
on reason’s own waters; but when it reaches the unex.
plored expanse of reielation, frith must take the
steering.  Now the sentimental believer ronounces
both those guides: he scuds onward  without suspicien
of danger and indulges in sweet fancies, which, having
no reality, will eventually cast him on somo rocky
shore. To speak without figure, he revels in joy
over Jdoctrines, images, or facts; which, for all he
knows. may or may not be according to God's word,
and some of which, as the Revision declares, are of
human inveution.

Here then is a man, who, unconscionsly perhaps,
but in fact, renonnces the use of his reasoning powers
and all external aids, and this too in the treatment of
his most sacred iuterests, and despite the light furnish.
ed him by the new Revision. He anchors his hopes on
tho Yersion and the Cup But, does not this blind
sentimentality exert its magic power on the mind of a
Turk, withont justifying itself by amy principle of
reason ? Is the reader of the Koran in the right faith
because hoe feels he could adore that book? Like the
Bible-reader, the Koran-reader svarms to the often-read
pages, and would bleed if foreed 1o part with them ?
Not that his reason is at all clear vn the truthfulness of
what he reads, but that his joys are bound up with the
volume; it is his fla' Bible*

* Tho Ha® Bible is the Scottish Preshyterian family pin)e
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To fuster the idea that the verscity of Seripture
could bo established by tho arguwent of inatinet aud
sentimentadity  was  simplicity  onough: but  our
enthusiant finds an argument of cqual calibre in the
principle of friendship. The old Bible has been the
companion of his lifo: on many a solemn sabbath day
and many astilly evening it has fieely unbosomed itself’
to him, and mingled its svmpathy with his distress,
The {nopportune Revision carvies on its front a vepul-
siveness that throws him back on his old fijend and
serves to contirm his first love.  But has he any security
that no deceit lurked in the heart of the old acquaint.
ance, and that there is nothing trustworthy in the new
comer? Is ho sure, cav he clearly show to the satis-
faction of any reasoning mind, that the old Version, any
more than the new, is not a Thuyg, and that it has not
been preying all his hifo time on the vory vitals o1 his
Christinnity ? In a case of so called friendship, where
ono of the parties is incapable of manifesting oither
thought or seniiment, there is no reaction, no inter-
chango of  affection, and, consequently, o friendship.
The Biblo sees not, hears not, speaks not, feels not,
thinks not: it is not a sentient keing that can reci-
precate. It does not speak and explain it-elf; it does
not protest against the false intorpretations given to it,
nor does it expross its approval of the trae: itis n
dumb Look made up of paper and ink, indifferent and
inzensible to the foul play which it every day meets.
To interpret and enjoy the truth and beauty with
which the Bible teems, no human means will suflice;
it needs an interpreter of divino institution and gui-
dance to match the Bible's divine inspiration. The
Bible in every shupe is a deep baok, and needs other
eyes than those of any private man to see down into i<
depths, other tests of truth than even the loftiest and
most delicate feeling and fondness.  Both are gifts of
nature, and have noble purposes to serve; but wmeay
with theth when they usurp a place not their own and
davken the approach of truth.

Has it ever happened in any sociely that they have
been admitted as guides to judgments and lights to
demonstiations in science, trade, polities, government ?
No, the world’s wisdom builds on more solid ground.
Aud what in the daily  transactions of life is summarily
rejected as absurd or ridiculous, is actually taken up and
wmade the boasted test of religious truth, the key ot
revealed science. Sud to think—there have been in
every age men of consummate worldly wisdom who
Lave made the fold of religion the scene of the strangest
vagaries.  What they hooted at in ong case, they
deemed good enongh in the other. Reason might inter-
pose and protest: vain ity voice where blindfold fancy
roled supreme. And yet the delusion has its moral.

" To what a pitiable ~hift that man is reduced who throws

off the authority of the Church and takes thie helm of
his eternal destinies into his own hands! Having given
up the only means of coming at revealed truth, he is
forced to fall back upon him<elf. and seek from within



