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nition of the Almighty as the Author of every
blessing and the Ruler of nations.

What bath God wrought ! may we not well
sav, as the intelligence reaches us that the Fiji
Islands have been formally received into the
role of civilized pcoples, and bhave become an-
nexed to the British Empire. Thirty-five years
ago the missionaries in the Friendly Isles sent
1wo of their number to the Fiji group, where
they found the vilest forms of cruelty existing.
There are now 50,000 children in the schools,
26,000 persons who meet in cless, and 120,000
sitting under the glorious Gospel of the blessed
God. There is a native ministry of 52, sustain-
ed by 900 catechists ; and thus these islands
are taken for Jesus, as His right and His in-
heritance. Thank God that the good old Gos-
pel has done it «ll.

Tae Rev. Narvay SurgsBaDRI writes from
India as follows:— You will be gratified
to hear that I have resumed my labours at this
station, I trust with renewed vigour, zeal, and
perseverance. Perhaps at no former period of
my missionary life bave I enjoyed such oppertu-
nities of preaching the gospel of God's grace to
my countrymen of all classes as1 Jdvat presant.
Ever since my return from E ‘rope, I have beer
getting far more orderly and numecrously at-
tended congregations then I used to get before.
How thisis to be accounted for I know not.
But I simply state the fact. Every Tuesday
evening bundreds come together t0 hear the
gospel and return to their respectives places.
A great revival is in progress in Calcutta. The
varons evangelical missionaries including the
Methodist Episcopal and Wesleyan, are earnest-
ly ard harmoniously engaged in it. There
have heen some remarkable cases - 7 conversion
among the heathen of iate, whicl. lows that
the Holy Spirit is not passing *'+» ¢ without
a blessing.

Curistian Missions 1% Jaras have recentliy
been brought prominently into notice through
a youag Japanese named XNeesima, who, after
baving scen a great deal of European life, and
having received a thorough theologicsal training
in America, has become a Christian Missionary
amoug his own countrymen. His carcer has
heen & very remarkable one. His father had
given hir a good edncation in the Japanese
and Chinese langnages, and the lad having
one day come upon & Japanese transiation of a
work on American Geogmphy determined to see
this great Western land for himsclf. It wasas
much as bis life was worth, but after & variety
of adven‘ures he cffected his escape on board a
schooner bound for Massachusetts. He went
10 an academy, thence to college, and finally to
the Theological Scminary at Andover. In
1872 the Japanese Commissioner heard of him
and went to Andover to see him. The resuit of
this visit wag that Neesima was pardoned by
tbe Japanese government for runnirg away
from home, was made secretary of an Educa-
tional Commission, and sent to Europe to study
the systems of Edueation in Englaad, France,
Belgium, Prussin and other countries. He re-
wained fifteen montls in Europe, and then re-
turned to Andover to complete his theological
curriculum. Sprung Strangely and sud-

denly out of the obscurity and exclusiveness
of his race, he reappears suddenly as a mis- -
sionary, not devoted to the interests of his sect
alone, but.to the best interests, waterial and
moraf, of the Japanese. Surely the teachers
and divines at New-Haven were not amiss in
their judgment, when on the occasion of
Neesima’s farewell to America, they announ-
ced their belief that his history would have
a most important bearing on Japan. He
is strong in faith and resolute in action, and
will accomplish more than ascore of foreign
missionaries could do among his people, for%e
thinks that the Japanese will readily take hold
of the Protestant religion, and that they will
become, under its influence, every year more
liberal aud modernized. T.iey bave rejected tLe
worship of nature as insufficient; they threw
away Catholicism after 600,000 Jananese had
become converts to it, because it bel' them too
tightly in its ironbands. But Neesima believes
that therr ultimate choice will be Protestant
Christianity, liberty, and growth.”

We are all wore or less familiar with the
wonger.ul regults of missionary labours in Ma-
DAGASCAR. We remember the conversion and
haptism cf the Queen and her prime minister,
ttic public burning of the idols, the profession
of Christianity by vast numbers of the aatives
and the substitution of christian churches for
heathen temples ; how fresh missionaries were
sent out, and how the work of reformation in-
creased. After an absence of fifteen months,
Dr. Mullens and Mr. Pillans, a deputation sent
from the London Missionary Socicty, have re-
turned to England and reported the result of
their observations. They confess that they did
not find all their expectations realized, yet they
had scen much that was interesting and remark-
able. The Queen and her husband had receiv-
ed them graciously. They found large districts
of country open to Christian instruction, and
many of the peo’{‘ale crying out for the Bible and
for education. They found Churches where no
missionaries had ever bern ; one place had twelve
Churches, winle there were only seven people in
it who could read : yet the pcople meet there,
and talk, and pray and try to edify one anotlier.
There are chapels holding fifteen hundred that
are full every Sunday in these remote parts.
The great waat is s sufficient number of quali-
fied teachers. The population is said to be
about three millions, a.d the nominal adberents
of Clristianity are put down at three hundred
thousand-—~one tenth of the population. Of these
there are some sixty thousand Church mem-
bers; concerning twenty-five thonsand of whom
the missionaries eatertain & favourable opinion.
Dr. Mullens is of the opinion that there is no sin-
gle person in Madagascar who has a more deep
and solid interest in &ll that isright and holy an
good for the Malagasy pcople than the Quech
herself, who wished the Deputation to assure the
London Missionary Society of her dee titude
to them for all they had done in 3\&5::” car.
The English missionaries were at one with their
brethren at home in desiring that the Christian
Church in Madagasear ¢ should stand by itsclf,
untrammelied by state control, relying on its
own resources, and secking its guidance, instruc-
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