
[From a Correspodient of tite London Tabler.]
1UEASONS FOR BECOMING A CATIIOLIC.

Sia-Thce following document, though not mo-
demn, %vill, 1 hope, te useful to our Anglican friends,
many of whom seem enger to pet-use the TA BLE.

The documiant coDntains the IlReasons" given by
the Duchess of York for joining Roine, in the time
of Charles Il. Fiom its perusal your readers w'ill
see that alinost the samie motives which converted
this illustrionis lady d,), in our dav,;, aiso, produce
the like blessed effoot amongst rnany. But lier
inotives wvere mnîsrepreý,ented or ridiculed, just flic
same as those of modern convemts are now. Stil-
lingfleet, wbo ivas then the g-reat champion of the
Anglicani ehurehi, undertookz te prove ,"that she
lîad no rigbt to leL.ve the C hirch wh-lerein she was
born," &c. Is flot tits exactly the argument which
la used now to prevent people "'fremn straggling
towards Rome ?"But Dryden, hiimself aiso a
convert, replied f0 Stillingfleet in a very able
painpl'et, showing thiat lier adversary, Ilnot being
able to answver plain matter of fact, endeavored to
evade it by suppositions, circunistances, and con-
jectures ; nlot being satisficd unless hoe question the
integritv of bier proceedingai and 113e truth of hier
plain relations."

The following are the words of the Duchess:
It is so reasonable to expeet that a person always

bmed up in the Churcb of England, and as wcll
instructed iii the doctrine of il as hoe best divines
and ber capacify could inake bier, should be hiable
to many censures for leaving thiat Churcli anid
making berself a member of the Roman Catholie
Church, to which, 1 confess, 1 was one of the
«reatest. enemies it ever had. But 1 rather cboose
to Satisfy rrny friends by this paper than te bave the
trouble te answer aIl tho questions that may ho
daily ashked ruc. And first, 1 do prostest, in the
presence of Alîighty God, that no person, man
or woîuan, direeUty or indirectly, ever said a3ny-
thing to me since i carne into England, or used the
lc-ast endeavour to make anc change my religion.-
lu is a ble'ssing 1 wholly owe t0 Almigbty Cod, and
1 hope tho hearing- of a prayer 1 daily made -lim
ever since 1 r..as ina France and Flanders, wbere,
seeing muehi of the devotion of the Catholies
(thougli 1 had vemy little myseli), 1 made if my
continuai request to Almighty God that if I woe
Dot, 1 might, before 1 died, bc la tbe true religion.

1 did not in the least doubt but that 1 was so, and,
nover liad any seruple till Novemnber iasf, when
rending a booklc aled ' 'l'le Ilisfory of tlic liefor-
enation,' by Dr. Heyliin, mbich 1 bad beard very
much commended, and bave been told if ever 1
liad any doubt of my religion lhat %voold settie mie;
instead of mhaiclil J found it the description of flic

horridest sacriieges in the ivorld, and oould flnd
no reason why we left the Church but for 'Three,,
the niost abominable onos that were ever bieard of
amnong, Christians. First, lienry VIII. renounees
flie Pope's authorify because lie would nof givte
him ]eave to part wvith bis wvife and marry another
in bier lifetime. Secondly, Edward VI. was a
chiid and governed by bis uncie, whio made bi.,
estafe ont of ch.;rcia lands -and thon Qucen Eliza-
beth, -,,ho beinag no lawfui beiîess te the Crowa,
could bave no ouher %%ay te keep it b «ut by me-
aouncing a Churcb that couild nover suifepr s,>
urlawful a fbing to ho donc by one of bier chîldmen.
1 confess, 1 cannot think tho Ioly Ghost could
ever bc in such counsels ; and it is very strange
that, if the bishops had neo design (as they say) but
restoiing f0 us the doctrines of tlie primitive
Church, fhey could nover think upon it thil lenry
VIII. made the brcach uipon se unlawfui a pretence.
These scruplcs being raised, 1 began te consider
of the diffoience boiween the Catholios aid us,
and examined ibeni as %ýel as 1 covld by IJoly
Seripturý, wvhich though 1 do not pretead tu ho
able f0 tindorstand, yot thero are somne fhings 1
found se easy thaf 1 cannof but %wonder i bad been
sc long~ m-itout fanding ulien out : as the real
Presence la the Blcsbed Sacrament, the infalhibiiy
of the Claurch, fonfession, and Prayi.g for the
Dead. Aîuer tais, 1 spoke serrlyto two of the
Bishops (Sheldon anad Moriey) we have in
Eighîýnd, who botb to!d] me 1 tiiere were many
tings in the Romishi Clurch vihîoh were very
mueb to ho %wished we liad kopf;. as Confession,
~%hich was no doubt commanded by God ; thint
praying for the dead i--as one of the acient things
in Chris-tianity - hlat, for their paits, tbey did if
daily, though tbey vvould not own if.' Aad after-
wards, pressing one of them very mueb upun the
other points, lie told me 1 that if he had heen a
Catholic, hoe would not change bis religion, but (bat
being of anothem Church (whcrein he vras sure
w4ere ail things necessary for 5ali afion), lie thouglbf


