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SXTRAORDINARY PROCEEDINGS IN
KENMARYE, *

Co:gtrovcrs};’ between L2ev. Wim. Aherne,
L, C.&C., and Rev. Mr, Rogers,

(From the Cork Examiner.)

It is a very loug time indeed since a
scone similar to that which shall be detail-
d has occurred in this country.  Religi-
aus controversy of a public vature has
for muny vears been a thing quite unheard
of, and 1z remained for the parish of Ken-
mare to the scene of its revivel. *Po ex-
plain the scene which shall be hereafter
described, and which took place ar the
Cross of Reen, near the town of Kenmare,
on last Thursday, it will be necessary to
state a few of the facts immediately con-
nected with the oceurrence.

In the parish nf Kenmace it bas unfor-
tunately occarred that some disagreements
have of late been-rather frequent in their
occurrences between the Rev. Mr Aherne,
curate of the parish of which the Very
Rev, Johh O’Sullivan is parish Priest,
and the Rev. Mr. Rogers, the Protestant
curate. The latter gentleman (who s
but lately established as a curate in the
parish, and is, it i3 said, a protege of the
Rev. Denis O'Mahony. 2 Protestant
Clergyman of some wealth and a little
notoriety, residing in this district) has
been—at least so says general opinion—
so zealous for the promutgation of his
doctrines, as on several occasions te visit,
uncalled for, the dwellings of parties pre-
pared by the Roman Catholic clergymen.
Great complaint was made among the
poorer parishioners of this extraordinary
conduct, and the Rev. Mr, Aherne thought
it necessary to take an occasion of public-
ly expressing his opinion on it, and cau-
tioning the people against it. Probably
this oceurrence veached the ears -of the
Rev, Mr. Rogers;at all evenis-on the 3d
of July a challenge was handed to the
Rey. Mr, Aherne at the chapel gate one
Sunday, by the bailiff’ of the parish, in the
name of the Rev. Mr. Rogers, summoning
bim to-gird. up -his loius, and enter the
lists of controversy to do spiritual battle
in defence of certan points of faith which
will be mentioned hereafter. ‘I'his sum-
monsg.he at first, by advice of the Rev.
Mr. O'Sallivan, dechued taking notice
of ; but after ten days had passed, and
for reasons which were stated at the meet-
ing, it was thought proper to accept the
challenge:. On the part of the rev. chal-
Jenger, the Cross of Reen and the day of
the 91h" of August were named as the
place and the time for the contest. No
objection was made tu the time, but many
reasons were urged against the place, and
agaiust the idea of any such meeting ata
spot where multitudes might congregate,
and serious disturbances be the result;
andit was suggested thac if the use of the
court-house could be obtained, it would
have the great advantage of enabling the
gentlemen who presided at the meetingto
limit-3ts numbers. The challenger, how-
ever, refused peremptorily to accede to
this proposition. or to allow the meeting
to take ‘place in Kenmare at all, and.
thercfore, after some discussion on the
subjeet, the Cross of Reen, about two
miles frem the town, was agreed on.
Two gentlemen were appownted to.act as
chairmen—namely Mr. M<Carthy, of Kil-
fadimos, and Mr. Godirey, oi. Old Dro-
more.

It may be easily imagined that the news
of an 1tended meeting of so new and ex-
traordinary 2 nature did not fail to travel
fast or far, or to create a reasonable de-
gree of surpriso and excitement wherever
it became known.

Millstreet httle else was talked off for
anany, days ;.and even as far as the ity of
‘Cork the fame of the prospective poleini-
cal tournament made its way, and for
many miles vound the locality the pilgrims
began to plod their way, cager to take
their stands at their different sides on the
great day. Thd authorities of conrse,
becawe aware of what was going forward,

: v suclined o-be

for means to * squelch’ themuch looked-
for encomnter of clerical argument and
wit. ‘The stipendiary magistrate of the
district, Mr. Dillon, was most active in
going amougst all the parties, and enden-
vouring to-indace them to give up the
idea, but found himself utterly inadequate
to the task of persuading either party to
give way. Finally discovering that go an
it should and possibly fearing that in the
ardour of debate the «church disputant
should suddenly be converted. into the
church militant, the magisterial authorities
had a Jasge body of police, twenty Your
in number, carbines, bayouets. and all,
drafted in from Killarney to Keumare,
and kept in readiness againgt the moment
when it was expected that the weapons of
the spirit should be superseded by those
of the flesh. In the meantime people
kept pouring in from all parts of the coun-
try, aud mighty preparations of diverse-
scriptions were goiug on.

The ** summa dies” at last arrived,
and long before twelve o’clock, the ap-
pointed honr, arrived, the pluce of meet-
ing began to be thronged.  T'o describe
n an adequate manner theappearaucg ot
the scene which presented: itsalf et the
Cross of Reen, about half-past-cleven that
morning, would be 2 task indeced-of
mighty difficulty. Half a dozen fairs, a

hurse-race, and a few faction fights knack-
ed uptogether could hardly rivalit  The
field which was to be the sceue of action |
was « high rugged picce df ground, com-
manding a magnificent view of the moun-
taius, the bay and the'town. The morn-
ing was gloriously fine——indeed the only
objection which could be urged to it was
that it was too intensely hot. In this
field several thousand persons were col-
lected, their horses and cars, gigs, and
cart§, crowding the roadsarpund ; a tent
was erected near a corner of the field,
where viands and liquors were courteons-
ly dispensed, for a consideration ; and
tables and stands for p similar purpose
dotted the fields. A large platform was
erected in the centre of the principal field
for the accommeodation of the reverend
disputants, their chief supporters, and,
last not least, the press. A smaller plat-
form stood near it for all who cnuld !
scramble on it. Ameng so large an as- |
sembly it nmay casily be supposed some
singular characters were not wanting.'
One of the most remarkable ‘was a wild-
looking man dressed in an old red coat,
mounted .on a horse, and brandishing a
huge pole, studded with divers splendid
specimens of the Irish root, and sur-
mounted with a green cross. Another
was a man dressed in a long black coat,
with a white neckeloth, bread brimmed
hat, and carrying a ponderous bible in
his hand—this evangelical-looking in--
dividual bore a large white placard, bear-
ing the following significant inscription,
“ Soup, soup, soupl!! Soup gratis.
Hot and ready every Friday. Apply to
Patrick Conner, Seripture Reader.” This
worthy and his banner seemed to give
universal satisfaction, and were received
with Joud cheers everywhere they ap-
peared. A half*frantic, ragged fellow,
suddenly mounted on the principal plat-
form, and harangued the people for
twenty minuntes, in vehement Irish,

a spoilsport, at once began to Josk round | enpants contmued ta serrnble upon it

every momeht, At last u sudden crash
was heard, followed by shouts among the
crowd, and the platform, after swaying
for a few iinutes gracefully on its sup-
porters, abruptly descended, and deposit-
ed irs precious burden in a confused
heap of logs and a~ms upon tho ground.
It happened ifortunately, however, that
no ane was injured, farther than a few
abrasions of kuces and élhows—~trifles in
so glorious a cause—and the poople
around speedily set themselves to replace
the ruin on & more secure foundation.

Shortly after 12 o'clock, the Rev. Mr.
Rogers made hus appearauce, accompan-
ied by the Rev. Nicholas Blund, Mr.
Godfrey, and some other gentlemen.
‘The rev. gentleman took his station on
the platform, where, in consequeuce of
the accident which took place, it was
agreed that none but the .chairmen, the
disputants, and the press should be al-
lowed. The Rev. Mr. Rogers, who is
a low-sized, dark-complexioned, gentle-
manly-looking wman--proceeded to -ar-
range on the -table a pile of theological
works and coutroversiml tracts, with
which he came ioaded, hke an elephant
aud castle ; and the battle seemed really
about to commence.

A slight preliminary dispute took
place, on Mr. Godfrey demanding why
-chairs had not been provided for all the
gentlemen oa the platform. :

Rev. Mr. O'Sullivaa said Mr. Godfrey
ought to have been there carly in the
'day, as he was, and have provided these
matters. He had provided a chair for
Mr. M‘Carthy, and chairs for the press,
and he was not bouund to de any more
for them.

Mr. Gudfrey—These matters shonld
Tiave been seen to.

Rev. Mr. O'Sullivan—It was your
business as well as ours.

Mr. Godfrey—Well, Mr O'Sullivan,
It was not you I asked for them, nor-did
I speak to you at all.

Rev. Mr. O'Sullivan—1 dont think
you deserve any courtesy from us (cheers)
Tins meeting has been forced npon us
by persons who have come here for no
purpose but to create dissension and
strife, and bloodshed, I will add (great
cheering and groaning).

Mr. Godfrey—-Oh, really 1 am in the
chair, and I must beg you will allow the
meeting to go on.

Rev. 3Mr. O'Sullivan—If vou are in
the chai~, I must have done, but I wisk
first of all to introduce my Scripture
reader to the meeting (here the rev. gen-
tleman brought forward the individual
in black already noticed,- who bowed
gravely to the people, by whom he was
greeted with the most terrific yells)
Here is the word of Go1 that they are
going about preaching every day; and
there is the placard for the soup (great
cheering and yelling). Now, Mr. Chair-
man, if yon are in the chair, go on with
your meeting.

Mr. Godfrey — Fellow-countrymen,
yon are all aware of the object of this
meeting, and it is therefore necessary
for me to mention it to you. It is not
my duty nor my inclination to address
any observations to yon calculated to

which the name of « Martin Luther,” | excite feelings of au angry mature; I

appeared to come 1010 noarly every sen-
icnce.  Astrong, well-malle, young man,
whose name it was saif was Mehegan,

In Bantry, Skibher- !
cen, Glengariff, in Tralee, Killaruey, and|

mounted on a ditch from time to time,
and blew from a bugle he carried such
punts of war as woke thg cchoes from
the mountains, every blast being follow-
cd by a new rush of ecager people into
tac field.

An agreeable incident here diversified:
the tedium of delay. The platform,.

trust and hope that the meeting will be
conducted in an orderly manner. I shall
now read to you the regulations enered
into between the respective parties, The
chairman read the following :—

«The undersigned having been ap-
pointed charman by the Rev. Mess
Rogers and Aherae, agree to the follow-
ing terms :— .

« 1.--Discussion to take place on the
Sth and 10th of August, on the town-

which hiad been rather hastily coostruct-
ed, had gwen for some time shght hints
of its 1ntention to descend, Which in the

cxcitement none-of those who wers on it
thourht of attepding to, while (resh, oc-:

lands of Reen, in the parish of Temple-
noe, at 12 o’cleck each day, and to con-~
tinae till five o’cloclk.

¢ 2.—Thirty miautes to beallowed to
-each speaier. ' '

“ 3.-~The subjects to be-+1st. Why
the word of God is withheld from the
people.  2nd.  Tho right of privata
Judgment.

**4.~No person to address:the meet-
ing but the Rev. Messrs. Aherne«and
Rogers.

*“Epwano Gooraty.
* Danicy, A'Canveste,”

A Voice—Will yon make them: shuke
hands before they ‘begin .(langhter and
cheers).

Mr. -Godirey—0h, you really must
keep order.

Rev. Mr. O'Sullivan--Let me up on
the platform, and I'll keop order. Dl
not apen my lips---I'll be the best behav-
¢d boyun the shup (great laughter.) The

form.

A Voice—Will you begin now.? don’t
keep us here in the heat, the bees are
cating us already (laughter.)

The Rev. Mr. Rogers then -came for-
ward, and was received with toicrable
calmness. Ina loud voice he then com-
menced to speak, and said—Fellow- "
countrymen, I appear before you this day
as an advocate of the rights of men, and
an expaunder of the duties of Christians.

any hody of men—I appear here in the
performauce of what I consider a public
duty,aduty which Inot only owe to you,
my fellow-countrymen, buta duty which
I am bound to discharge towards my
God. Let it not be supposed therefore
that it is with any enmity towards any of
the gentlemen by whora I am surrounded,
that I appear here befare you this day.
My only object is the attainment of the
truth, and the only observations which
{ shail offer to you shall be such as are
calcalated to show that the side which
I maintaun is that of the truth. 'The sub-
Jject which we are commenciug to discuiss
‘this day is the most important by far

volves the destiny of man’s inumortal soul
it involves your déstinies, not for the
world, but for eternity, not fordhe flect-
ing moment, a passing séason, but for
countless ages, a never-cnding existenée,
cither of unbounded joy, or of unutterable
woe. And I pray God, in commencing
this subject, that he may grant me wis-
dom to speak, and yon understanding 1o
receive what shall be according to the
truth. First, then I maintain that as
‘men you have a right to every book

began,which has been an heirloom topos-
terity, the legacy bequeathied by genera-
tions gone by to those who shall.come
after them.

thus far wheu a sur took place among
‘the crowd, grozns and shouts wereheard,
and immediately afte: Mr. Dillon, stipen-
diary magistrate, and Mr. Leger, sub-
inspector of police, were seen urging their
way towards the platform.

Rev. Mr O'Sullivan—Boys, make way
for her Majesty’s oflicers (great clamour
and confusion).

Mr. Dullon and the sub-inspector then
gat on the platform, and the latter ad-
dressed some words to Mr Rogers, which
n the confusion it was impossible to hear.
When the clamour had in some measure
subsided. Mr Dillon stated that informa-
tions had been sworn agaiust the Rey.
Mr Aherne and the Rev. Mr. Rogers,.as
bping about to commit a breach of the
peace, and that consequently the latter

| speetor until such time as he could enter’
into recognizances to keep the peace, In

not to be seen on the platform. The
anhouncement of the stipendiary -magis-
trate, as soon as it became known. among
the crowd, was followed by a clamour so
mntease that not a word spoken on the
‘platforas, although loud and angry lan-
guage was being interchanged by several
pacties, could be possibly heard. Ac

rev, gentleman then ascended the plat- -

I mean not to offer iusult to any man or *

which can interest mankind, as it in-

which ever was published since the world |

The rev. gentleman had procceded-:

gentleman should be arrested by thesub:

the meautime the Rev. Mr. Aberne was °



