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ﬂ.em, than they ‘degpised the tor-,

ﬁzen"t?s’they ere thredténed with.  joint prayer,

The governor, highly offended at-
their_courage, dad _that Jiberty of g
speech- with which they, accosted

him,-devised 2n extraordinaty kind |
of death, which being-slow and sg-
vere, he hoped w ould shake their
constancy. - The cold in Armenia
Is very s!mr;} espeeially in March,
and towardsthe end of winter, when
the wind is porth, as i then was; it
being alse at that time a severe irost.

Dndeg the walls of the town stood a
psnd which was frozen so hard that
it avould bear waiking upon with

: &.fe:.y The judge “ordered the ¢
. pints to be .exposed quite naked on
“ the jce.®

And in order to tempt,
them the more powerfully to re-
nounce their faith, a warm-bath was
preparved at a small distance from
theé frozen pond, for any of the com-
pany to go to, who were disposed
to parcb'zse their temporal ea,se and
safety ‘on that condition.- 'The mar-
tyrs on hearing their sentence. ran
Jo:fully to the place, and without
waitinig to ‘be stripocd, undressed
themselves, ereouraging onc ano-
ther in the same manner as is usual
among soldiers in military expedi-
tons; “attended with hardships and
‘dangers, saying, that one bad night
wagld purchass them a happy eter-

’T}w ag's ind tha greater part of the wrie!
!qrs.oixhexr fives suppose, they.were io stand,
it Yery water, bm this'is a viffnmsance )
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“to the warm bath.

(Dity.T The; alsa made this their
“Lord, we are foity
who are encraged in this combat;
grant that we thay be forty crown-+
cd, and that not one be e.wanting to
this sacred number.” 'The «rmrds
in the mean time ceased not to per-
suade them to sacrifice, that by so
doing they might be allowed to pass
But thnua it
is not easy to form ¢ 'IJl'sc idea of the
bitter p:un they must have under-

'frone, of the wiwole number only one

“had the misfortune to be averceme,

who losing courage went off frem

the pond %o scek the relief in rea-
diness for such as were dispased to
renounce their faith: but as the de-
vil usually deceives hls adorers, the
apostate 1o sooncer entered the warm
water but he expired. This mis-
fortune afflicted -the martyrs; but
they were quickly comforted hy
seeing his place and their number
m:mouiouslj filled up. A sentinel
was warming himself near the bath,
having been posted there toobsene
if any “of the martyrs were inclined
to subit. YWhile he was attend-
ing he had a vision of blessed spi-
rits descending from heaven on the
martyrs, and distributing, as from
their king,svich presents, and
cious garmentc, Saint Ephrem adds
crowas, to all these generous sol-
-diers, one only exce ett.,thcxr faint
. hearted companignalready menticn-
ed: The craard being siruck with

Saint Gregory nfx\ws:t cavL that they cml-lr-
ed three dnys andl theab nights, this lingeriig
death. which carried aﬁ' their limhs ong, ami:-
nmber.



