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PRESBYTERIAN,

One touching incident in the inungura-
tign ceremonice of Presdent Cleveland at
Washington a few days ago was that in
taking the oath of office,he nsed the pock-
ket hibie that he inherited from his muth-
er. It isspoken of as & small, gilt edged,
morooc covered, well worn, volume,
YThe incident reminds ene of the touching
secue of four years ngo when President
Garfield after taking the oath of office
that made him the ruler of fi{ty millions
of peaple and of one of the mightiert na
tions of the earth, turned round and
hinsed first bis aged mother, and then his
wife, the litsle aet showiog the true great-
neas 0f the man. Cleveland, amid the
anxiatiesand excitements of the time and
in the flush of victory, forgets not his
sainted mother and her gift and regards
the evout as honoured by the presence of
that book. Little did she think that it
would be put to such a use. But heraim
and prayer for him was not lowlier or less
important. It was that he should be fit-
ted for a loftier throne for a more exalted
homor, -

. Few bibles given by loving mothershave
attained such celebrity on earth but over
many a copy of the precious book given
by a wether to her ton, wet with & mo-
thers tears, accompanied and followed by
= mother's praycrs, has been tgken the
nath of allegiance to the Saviour, aa the
beart was surrendered to Him ; and the
prayed-for child made a king and priest
unto Cod and to Christ : made heir toa
arown that shall never fade.

COMING TO CHRIST.

He says, “‘Come unto Me;" but re
member that you are to do the coming.
Your faith must act in two ways or pro-
eosses, prayer and practice.  As Jesus
ia mot here x;: physical formT rou ;::n
[ roach bim in prayer. ey that
J:hp& find. Hongetly. humbl));, fer-
veatly seck from Him the forgiveness of
yoursins. Ask Him to cleanse your foul
sin-gollutted heart, bringing to Him this
prouive, My blood cleansetn from all
mn.” Invite Biwminto your heart to
dwell there ; and do it with this assur-
ance, that zs many as receive Him, to

HOW *

to them He gives the right to become
children of God. The sinoerity of yeur
grsyor must be teated by your own con-

uct. Unlees you do your part towards
securing an answer to your petitions you
raay be sure that they never will be an-
swered. It is o farce, an impions mock
ery, to ask the Lord Jesus to make you
what yon refuse te be. If it is not in
your power to bring the bleming of
eternal life it is certainly in your power
t0 keek it away. '

Then put your prayere, if we may nse
such an expresiion, into practice. Do
what Jesus bids you, and begin to do it
at ence. Plack out the nght eye of
som= faorvite siu ; cut off the right hand
of evil babit. Jesussays ex?licitly, **No
man can serve two masters,” and as you
are already serving sin you muat stop
that service befors the other can begin.
1 believe with Henry Drummond, in his
volume on ‘‘Natural Law in the Spiri-
tual World,” that ‘‘whatever the con-
scious hour of the mew birth may it is
probably defined by the first real victory
over sin.” Victories only come to those
who fight for them. a‘:g t the tirst sin
to which youare tempted. Christ’s very
first preaching was ‘‘Repent !" and re-
pentance means both sorrow for sin and
abandonment of it.

Observe also how Christ emphazizes
oledience in the very act of comingto
Him. He says, ‘‘Learn of Me;” aud
how does a child learn to talk but by im-
itating the words of father or mother, or
learn to walk but by using its limbs?

Begin to obey Christ in the very first
thing that comes to your hands. Clinch
the good intention by putting it into
ractice. The chief benefit of “rising

or prayer” commonly is that it is an out-
ward sten to acknowledgeand confirm an
inward ieeling. Tbis demand of Christ
for prompt, immediate obedience appeais
also in the words, ‘“Take my yoke upon
you.” The old yoke of selfishness, or
ambition, or money greed, or sensual ap-
petite, that made a beast of burden of
ou, must go off. His yoke is ‘“‘easy”
cause it does not gail; His Lurtlen'is
‘“light” because He imparts a glorious
strength to bear it. But the yoke must
be cheerfully accepted ; and the very first
K:ayer must be, ““Lord, what wilt Troo
ve me to do !"—Dr. 7.L.Cuyler

A'boy was asked what meekness is.
He thought a moment and’said ‘Meek-
pess "gives a smooth answer to rough
questine.




