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Blanche tosscd lier hecad, turned iui lier nose, and
lool<ed ver>' scornful andi rebelliotis. Obedience to lier
governess and attention to lier lessons %verc thc two
things of ail othcrs shic detcstcd. She %vis iii rcality a
ver>' bright, clever girl, %%-ho could lcarn casily, if she only
chose to take ordiwîary trouble, but she had licard lier-
self sjioken of as briglît, sharp, quick, clevcr tili she be-
gan to consider bierseif quite a gcnius, andi tlîc routine
and restraint of the sclîoolrooni ani insult. 1-er mother
foolishly fostered and cncouraged tic idea of hier lîaving
unusual abilities, and wbienevcr %visitors caie to 'l'lie
Dingle, as their bouse %vas called, Bilancbe was sent for
to play', or sing, or exhibit lier drawings or paintings.
Shie %vas vcry pretty, ton, and inordinately vainî of bier ap-
pearance as wvell as of lier acconifflislinients. hI short,
at fourteen, Blanche Tirenît %ias as spoiled, selrish, wilful,
conceitcd andl, despite lier varied acconîplisbmnents, as
ignorant a girl as one coulfi casily nicet. (;overness after
governess hand left in despair or disgust, 'M\rs. Trent bc-
ing always too weak to be just iii lier decisions, and the
Tesuit %vas that Blanche always had lier own %way and
thoughit she was going to ha%,e it for ever. Her father
died îîlien sue wvas a baby, and lier inother hiad neyer
been able to manage lier, bcing naturally a weik, loving,
nervous %voniani, anid rendered still more so by continuai
ill-liealth. Indeed, Blanche ruled tlie whole liouseliold
tili lier Uncle Derveit returncd froni India. Captain
Haughton ivas MNrs. Tret's brother, and l'lie Dingle
n'as bis bomne. Mr. Trenît lîad died youngir and poor, and
bis wifc's incorne would scarcely bave defraycd tic ex-
penses of their only clîild's education. However, Blanche
knew nothing of that ; she seenicd to regard The I)ingle
as bier own persotial and absolute property. It lIad been
hier grandfather's, and wvas now lier rnotlcr's; in the or-
dinary course of events it wvould be hers sonie day, and
îvitlî that notion in lier hiend, she treated hier uncle very
imuch as if lie werc an intruder.

Captain Haufflton sniiiled good liunouredly, and
thotiglit wlint a Â'ortunaie tliing it n'as for his niece's fut-
ure lîappiîîess that lie lîad coînc home. l'le first tlîing
to do, of course, wvas to find a suitable goverîîess, and
Helen Lyster seerned Uie ver>' person suitcd for the task
of rcducing a rcfractory youiig lady to order. She wvas
the daughter of an officer, higlîly cultivated and accomn-
plished, but quiet and unobtrusive in bier mianner. Slîc
canie very higlîly recornnended, aîîd Captain Hjughtoîî
liked lier appearance, and decided she at least should
have a fair chance ýwjitî Blanche, and tlîat Mrs. Trent
ivas flot to interfère.

"lRemenîber, Miss Lyster, ail coniplaints, if there are
any, arc to be brouglit to mie, aîîd tie very next day
Blanche wvent with a budget-

IlUncle Derwcnt, 1 don't like Miss Lyster. 1 don't
think sbe's a good governess," she cried, in lier usual
wvay, expecting lier uncle to reply, "h n ny dear, we
must try to secure a better."

But Captaiîî Hauglîton only just raised lus eyes froin
his Nyriting for a moment with a look of grave surprise-

,' Pie quite satisfied Nwith Miss Lyster, Blanche. You
are not capable of fornîing an opinion; go back to your
lessons."

Blanche wvent, and the resuit %vas a weary nioming for
MISS Lyster. Slîe %vas suprcmnely patient, and bore ail
lier pupil's waywardiîess and rudcncss-for Blanîche
could he ver>' rude wlîen slîe liked-with cairn dignity;
stil it was a relief wlîen the nîorning's work ivas
over.

Ill'in afraid 1 shaîl have a great deal of trouble," ivas
lier mental comnieit; "'the girl hias been coîîîpletely
spoiled; she bias everytbing to leirn, and inucli to un-
learn, but she lias great capacity, and 1 tlîink a fairl>'
good' disposition at bottoni. I must only try to reacb

bier lieart ; once tbat is acconipiied, the rest %vill be
easy.",

But thtat %vas a ver>' difficult task. Blanche ivas not
naturally of a very ziffectionate disp'osition. She loved
people and thiings b>' fits and starts inii n uncertain sort
of n'a>, and just so lonig as she could patronize tlicii.
Slie îvas liabituall>' more ilian couistitutionally selfishi, aîîd
she %vas vain. 'l'O wvin lier affections it nus îîecessary to
praise lier ail tlie tinie, and that Miss Lyster could îîot
conscientiousl>' do. 'l'lie result wi's shc inade ver>' little
progress %viitb Blanche, and Blanche nmade still less witli
bier, for suc %'as dJeteriiniied îlot to learu, and one day
slîe burst into tic drawing.roonm, and declared tîlat Miss
T.yster didn't know liow to pronoutîce Gernan. %liile
MNrs. Trent n'as feebi>' rernonstrating, Uncle Derwent
entercd thie rooni, aîîd stuînblcd over the Germat gramn-
Mnar.

I'Yoîî've dropped your book, Blanche," lie said, quietly,
poiîiting to it. Il >ick it up, my dear."

Blanchie obeyed, sulkil>', and left tlîe room, and tlîcî
Mrs. Trent repeatcd vhîat she had been saying.

Captain Hauglîton lookcd and felt reall>' provoked.
Riniging the bell, lie sent for Blanche, w'lo eîîtered tlîe
rooni %vith a frovii of defianice.

IlWhat's thîis you've been saying about Miss Lyster,
Blancli ? "lie said, gravel>'. Il Your îîîotber tells mce you
say your governess cannot pronounice Gerian 1 "

ISlîe cani't, uncle ; slîc iikes tbe niost ridicuhous mis-
taik'es," Blanche cried, eagerly, glad of au opportuîiity of
airing lier grievances.

IlMy' dear, it is >'ou îvlîo are ridicuhous. Miss L>'stcr
speaks Gerunan perfectl>'; slîe lias spent lier cuitire youth
ii tlic country. Once for a]], Blanche, let mie have no
more of tlîis fault-fiîiding, for you onl>' dispn>' your owvn
ignorance. I have perfect confidence in your governess's
ability, and so bias your niothier."

Blanche tossed bier lîead scoriîfully, but reniaiuîcd si-
lent. She had înuch greater faith iii lier own capacity
for judging.

IlAnd 1 tlîink it %votld bc well," lier uîîcle contitiued,
gravel>', Ilif you bestowed more time aîîd attention on
>'our studies. You cannot hope to have tlîe advaîitage
of sucli a teaclier always, anîd you nia>' somie day have
occasýioti to tura your talents to practical, account."

Il'ni quite as %vell able to teacli as Miss L.yster,"
Blanche inuttered, sulkil>. "lShe neyer tells nie an>'-
tliing I want to know," and anything Blanche Trent did
îlot wait to kîîow tliat thing slîe n'ould îîot Ieirnl. So
two years passed awa>'. Miss Lyster n'as patient, pains-
takiîîg, careful; Blanche wvilfui, obstinate, often unrcl>',
blindl>' rcjecting opportunities tbat could neyer be re-
called, wasting precious days and bours tlîat could flot
be lived over again, lîowever rnuch she mnight desire it.
Slîe had Iearned inucu that slîe could flot heip witli such
a teacher, but not a tithe of îvhat slîe inight have ac-
quired bad she been so minded. Slie stili considercd
lierself a genius, quite capable of doing anything, vhîiclî
sO often resolves itself into doing nothing, and wîas
pleased to fancy herseif totally unapprcciated and mîis-
understood. Sometinies, in spite of berself-or, rather,
quite unconsciously- she îvould unbend a. little under
Miss Lyster's genial, unvarying influence, and be aîîîiable
aîîd alnîost industrious; but at tlîe sliglîtest symptoni of
rcproof or correction, she flew back te lier old defuanit
position of idleness, as far as lier lessons ivere concerne(],
and studicd rudeness in lier derneanour. More tlian
once lier uncle endeavoured to point out to lier hi ex-
treicly wrong bier conduct %vas, and bon' ver>' unipleasant
slîe miade it for bier governess, but Blanche only tosbed
bier lîead iii a n'ay that seenied to sa>' plainl>' she n'ould
nike it unpleasant for bier Uncle Derwent, too, if she
dare.
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