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reduco stooks. Dring out all goods that ave
solling slowly, or havo been a little too long in
stock. Mark them down low und put them
ont to view and try and run them of It s
always letter to zell undesirable stock, oven
at a lors, than have tho store filled vp with
dead stook. 1scad stock represents money in
vested just tho sawe. Try and get your
money out of it, or as muoh of it as you can.
Botter sell it at a loss even, than keep it in
definitely, Mark these goods down 8o low as
to make them attraotive, remembering that by
tho judicious handling of old goeds, they can
be made au attraction to most stores rather than
an ipjury to them ; and really a moro profitablo
attraction, even when sold at very low prices.
than over purchases of new goode, especially
at a time when a caatious policy in buying
should be followed.

LABOR IMMIGRATION.

The question of immigration was under dis-
cussion in Parliament at Uttawa on Wednes-
day. One Ontario member thought it was not
advisable to encourage the farther immigration
of farm laborers, as in Oatario, ho said, there
was already a surplus, In reply to this two
wostorn members—>Messrs, Boyd and Mao.
Donald—said that they (tho farm laborers)
could be sent to Manitoba, as there was need
of them here. The Commercial ques .ions the
correctness of this advice, notwitl.atanding
that it was given by wcstern members. At the
present timo thete is a surplus of farm and
geaeral lsbor in Manitoba, The wages offered
for farm help is very low, ten dollars per
month being the rule, aud up to fifteen dollars
per month for first class men. At these wages
plenty of men can be secured in Winnipeg in
a very brief time. Uf course there will be an in-
creased demand for help a little Iater on, when
harvest begins, but this will last only for a
very brief season. Owing to the light growth
of straw this year, harvest work will be lighter
than usual, and we doubt if any considerable
pumber of men in addition to those now in the
country, will be required even during the busy
harvest season. Any additional help, if re.
quired for the harvest, will be sopplied in the
annual harvest excursions from the eastern
provinces,

1t is therefore wrong to advise the sending
of farm or other labor immigration to the
West. [t is unjust to the labor already in the
country, and unjust to those who are encour-
aged to come, It is even cruel to encourage
foreign laborers to come here, even if they can
get work for a couplo of months or 8o in the

harvest scason, for this will not go
far io carryivg them through the long
winter. With theee who come wup

from the eastern provioces it is different.
They only come for the harvest season, intend-
ing to return to their homes in the east in the
fall; but to encouree any large influx of
British or foreign labor here 18 decidedly cruel.
The population of the couatry here is yet
small, and there is not tho field to abzorb any
considerable number of farm or other laboring
men. Jven a limited pumber coming in will
soon create a surplus,

It would be better for our representatives at
Ottawa if they would teli the plain truth in

this matter, for thoy cannot be misinformed as
to the actual facts, If thoy aro not properly
informed on this quostion of immigration, they
aro urt suitablo representatives for this coun
try, for any man of ordinary intelligencs who
bas lived hero for a few years, should be abls
to ccn.prehond the facts, and understand the
neads of tho country

Thi. matter of advising promiscuous immi.
gration is induiged in too froely by many who
should know better. What we want in this
couatry is not farm laborors or laborors of any
kind, There is a surplus, we say now, of this
class. What wo want {s agrioultural settlers,
who come prepared tolocate on land, and make
a living for themselves from tho soil. To this
olass of sottlers this country offers splendid i
ducements. The supply of labor, except for a
brief time during the harvest season in some
years, is quito equal to the ordinary demand,
and recently has been in oxcess of the demand.
There are men now trampiog through tho coun-
try from farm to farm, endeavoring to obtain
work, aud many more abont tho towns and
cities who would be willing to work on farms
at very moderate wages., Wo submit these
facts with all due deference to our representa-
tives at Ottawa, with the rémark that the truth
will redound mora to the benefit of the country
than misrepresontat’ .

UNITED STATES SUGAR TARIFF.

The sugar schedule has beon one of the
stumbling blocks of tho proposed new United
States tariff, The sugar duties havo been
chaoged several times, and the final revision
of the bill by the Seuate has led to fucther
changes, As now amended the bill fixes a
duty of 40 per cent. ad valorem on all sugars,
with addivions of one-eighth of a cent a poand
on sugars above No. 16 Dutch standard, and
of one-tenth cent a pound on sugar imported
from countries that pay an export duty,
These duties are to go into effect on the pas-
sage of the bill. The most important amend.-
ment made by the Senate in this latest revision
of the sugar schedule, is in regard to the
bounty paid upon sugar. The Wilson bill as
paseed by the Xouse, provided tor a gradual
reduction of the bouty ac the rate of one-
quarter of a cent per year. Under this plan
it wounld take ecight years to wipe out the
bounty now paid producers of sugar in the
United States., The Senate, however, has
adopted an amendment to wipe out the entire
bounty at one stroke, and if the bill is finally
passed in its present shape as regards sugar,
the sugar bounties will cease at once. The
system of paying bounties to producers,
which is slmply one form of bonusing, is a
very objectionable procedure from many points
of view. Economically and commercially,
there is scarcely any ground upon which to
base any argument in favor of the syatem and
in voting in favor of the repeal of the sugar
bountics the action of the United States Senate
will be generally commended.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Toe Anti-option bill, which has been passed

" by the United States House, has yet to pass

tho Senawe before it can bocome law. Itis

oxpooted tho bill will mest with considerable
opposition in the Senate. Tho Lill places a
tar upon trading-in futures.

I'nr colonial conforence, which is in scesion
at Ottawa this woek, {8 not attracting very
wide publio attention, owing to the procced
ings being in private. Oaly very brief ro
ports of tho scssions are given to the pross,
and tho genoral public have but a vague idea
of the naturo and purpose of tho couventloa,

Fo' owing the action of certain Winnipog re-
tail dry goods dealers,the grocers and others aro
moving to sot aside one afternoon in each week,
during tho heated torm, as a half holiday.
This action is very commendablo. The dry
goods mon have seleoted Friday afternoon, and
the grocers and butchers have chosen Thursday
afternoon. As it will bo more satisfactory to
the publio, as well as more opnjoyable to the
business men and their clerks to have all the
branches of trade seleot the same day for a
holiday, the dry goods men have decided to
change to Thursday.

A NEw route from Lake Superior to Montreal
is now being talked about. Ottawa people are
the principal movers in tho matter, and a
committee of the Ottawa board of trade {s
pushing tho scheme. The proposed routs is via
Freach river, Lake Nippisiug and the Ottawa
river to Montreal. French river flows into the
northern ond of Georgian bay, on Lake Huron.
It is claimed that this route is feasiblo for
moderato sized oraft, and it would be 350
miles shorter than around by Lake Erie and
other conneocting links, to Montreal. The
Ottawa people want the Dominion goverament
to make a survey of the route, with the object
«f determining the cost of making it navigahle.

Tue Wilson tariff bill finally passed the
United States senate in committes of the whole
on Tueaday, There were a lot of ameadments
offered in the final discussion, bup few of
them were adopted. The wool schedule still
provoked the keenest opposition, but the free
wool clause remains. The final vote on the bill
as a whole was 37 yeas, 34 nays. The Wl
has been altered very materially since it was
first passed by the house, and it remains to
be seen how tho latter body will regard these
changes, The bill must of course be concurred
in by both bodies before it can become law.
If the house rerents any of the changes made
by the senate, it may be a long time yot be.
fore the measure gets Ghrough, Beforo the
bill was finally adopted by the senate, Mr.
Morgan offered an ameandment to come ia as
five additicnal sectiona at the end of the bill,
aimed at ‘‘trusts, combines and conspiracies
in restraint of trade and commerce, or to in.
creags the market price of imported articles.”
He made an explanation and defence of the
amendment which would have the effect, he
said, of repressing ** thoso trusts in all their
multiplied hideousness.” After some discussion
the amendment was sagreed to without di.
vision,

C. F. Mott & Co., Halifax, soap mavufac.
turers, bave assigned. Tho assets and liabili:
ties are not yet known, but will be large.



