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"" 11. A. F. Pirie, the President of the Canadia::
Press Association, was horna in Guelplh in

1849, anid lis boyhaood was spent in lis fatler's nlews-
paper oflice. lie went to Toronto in 1874, and in
the Toronto Sun introdthced into Caiadian journalist
the semai-humaaorous colh:uni of paragraphs, now a
distinct feature of iany Atierican newspapers. This
columin attracted wide atte: tion, and at once Mr.
Pirie found hinself with a provincial reputation. It
was about titis tine that the late Adan Crooks, while
holding a portfolio in
the Local Govern-
ment, lad a rather
unhappy search for a
constituency, and the
genial and caustic
paragrapher iad the
wlole country laugh.
at the minister's situ- î
ation. But of late
years Mr. Pirie ias
not given as free play
to lhis rare huior as
at titis carly period in
his newspaper career.
Then le was at least
as witty in print as in
speech. Now his
writingsareioresober
and solid, while lis
tongue seeus touched
with a richer huma:aîor
titan ever. He was
the firstwriterengaged
on the Evcning Tce-
grain in 1876, and lie
edited that paper for
twelve vears. His
bright, crisp, sharp
editorial work gave
the new paper a wide
reputation and a great MR A. . PIRIE z
popularity, and coi-
hined with an energetic business management the
Telegram at once leaped into a popular favor whicia
it has ever since retained. Sonme of Mr. Pirie's best
work was done in the gallery of the Local Legislatuire,
and he ias also served as a special correspondent in
the gallery of the House of Conmmsons.

He was for a tine, innediately following his with-
drawal fron the Telegramit, the chief writer on the
Montreal Star and it was that journal that lie repre-
sented at Ottawa. He retired front the Star thrce
or four years ago and became owner of the Dundas
Banner, for mnany years one of the best and most

t

inlthentil jourtils in the colantry, and wlici at least
lias not lost in briglitness and strength, or declined
ii popularity or prestige, under Mr. Pirie's management.

Mr. Pirie lias contributed to the li'eek. Thei North
.Americianl Re>ew, and otler liglh class journals and
magazines, and frot his peu Grip ias received sottie
of its briglatest contributions. For tamore than twenty
years Mr. Pirie has donie editorial wa iting. I lis Enîglish
is pure and strong. le uses plain, simple words,
never rants, ilever gets on stilts, never seeks to dazzle
with adjectives, or imlposing sentences. 1-lis wit is

keen and penetrating,
but it iever woiunds.
1is jokes have tno

1 "victiis." *ite sub-
ject uapon whoi Mr.
Pirie mnay practice en-
joysthe jokeasleartily
and as unaffectedly :as
tie autdicaice for whici
it is writte orspoken.
As an after dianer
speaker M\r. Piric is
albsolhitely unrivalled.
lie is a tilne (of royal,
rollicking humtator. of
lnnior always fresht,
sympathetic, and u-
restraiied. lie gocs
froma joke to joke, fromt
story to story witi a
frank and easy aban,-
donmaent to the buasi.
ness in haand, that
maake onîe fear that if
lie should ever becomtie
niore reckless than
OliverWVenîdell Hohunes
and dare to be "as
funaîny ats lae cai," few
oftiswonklcverfully re-
cover front the effects.

Carudian Pest liIe is a1 first-rate poli.
tical caitpaigner, and

in the political contlict lae cati be strong, keien and
aggressive, as whien occasion demands le can prove
that lie is Iaster of a chaste, persuasive and sympa.
tletic eloquence. Blit while Mr. Pirie is uinquestion.
ably a Liberal, lae can never be a miere partisan. The
narrow partisan is badly fitted for the business of
journalisn, as narrow partisanship is very different
frot broad, carnest attachient to a set of political pritn.
ciples which nay fori the platfori of a political party.

Mr. Pirie is very popuilar with his fellow journalists
both in city and country. For sote years le has
taken au active interest in the affairs of the Cana.
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