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CITY CHIMES.

Tho carnival to be hold in the oxhibition rink noxt Mond.y ovening
is boing eagorly looked forward to by the young pecplo of tho city. Tho
docorations are to bo particularly fine, nnd many attractions aro beiog held
ou! to both skators and spectators to o prescnt. Thora is Lo bo & quadrillo
of all nationa by ladies and gontlemen in costume, and somo of tho fairest
maids and matrons in tho city aro going to tske part. Thore is no doubt
the carnival will bo an immense sucooss, :

The Dartmouth lakes have been in splondid condition for skating soveral
timos this winter, and hundreds of poople have taken advantige of the
opportunity to engago in tho iuvigorating exorciso. Last Saturday tho ico
was vory good, but gkatiog was unpleassnt unless going with the wind,

which was strong.

Tho grippo microbo is said to have been discovered by a dootor in Vionna,
bat the roport is contradicted by other doctors, who say that the grippo has
no microbo, and that tho ** teastio® discovered by tho Vienna doctor is gha
microbo of pnoumonis, for which * la grippe’ proparcs the way, and which
wae discovored somo yoar ago. Ilowever that may bo, tho fact remaios that
many, vory many peopls in Halifax havo beon ill with the all-pervading disease,
and some havoe joined tho great msjority. Society has been in o vory quies-
cont atate sinco the sdvont of * la grippo,” oven the rink being to a cortain
extont desorted. The victims aro recovering now and probably there wili
bo quito an outburst of gaioty boforo long to make up for lost timo before
Lent, which bogins on the 19th Iebruary.

McGinty is now raging in Halifax, haviog followed in tho wake of * Ja
grippo” with unusual soverity.  Many leading citizons have boen soriously
affscted by it, and tho sudden wanuner in which it attacks the victim mukes
it particularly hard to ward off’

Next Tuesday and We-\nesday Miss Lule Wairenton will give a Shakes-
pearian recital in the Academy of Music. Tho entertainment will bo undor
the auspices and for the bonefit of the Church of England Institute, and will
be under diatinguished patronage. Miss Warrenton is very highly spoken
of, and thoso who attend the recital will no doubt bo rewarded for thoir

tronble.

At tho opening performanco of the St. Patrick’s H. C. T. A. & B. Socioty
minstrels on Monday thore was s very large audience, standing rvom being
at a promium. Tho troupe is an excellont one in all respeots, far in advance
of most profassionals, and kopt the audience in roars of laughter from the
opening to tho close of the performance. The vocal numbers on the pro-
gramme were well rendered, the orchestra all that could be desired, and the
jokes side-splitting. The end mon were particularly good, acquitting them-

selves liko votersns. :
was very comical, and tho concluding furce “The Queertown Carnival”

fairly brought down tho house.

The cantata ** Flower Queen” was produced at the Academy of Music on
Thursday evening of lsst weck by s number of local amateurs in aid of the
funds of the Royal Blue Atbletic Association.

Rev. Dr. Maury lectured in Assosiation hall on Tuesday evening toa
good audience. The subject was * Life in Ezypt 3000 Years Ago,” end
was interesting, instructive and smusing.  This lecture was given in place
of Prof, Soth’s talk on the poet Wordsworth, which he was unable to
deliver on account of the effucts of a fallon the ico,
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PARLIAMENTARY REVIEW.

The introduction of Dalton MecCartby’s bill to abolish the official use of
the French language in the North-West Torritories bas aroused much inter-
est, but it is doubtful whether the question will during the present session
bo fully dealt with, Tho French opposition to the measure will be unani-
mous, and when is added to this the indifference of wany members of parlia-
ment 88 to whether the bill becomes law or not, it will be scon that its
passage is by no means assured.

It is proposed to make the members of the government take an oath of
office in addition to tho oath of allegiance to the Queen, and a bill having
this in visw has beon introduced by Mr. Casgrain.

In answer to Sir R. Cartwright, Sir John Macdonald seid the receipts
of the Intorcolonial Railway for the latter six months of 1889 were 31,582,
897 and the operating expenses $1,834,046.

Mr. Clark Wallace has prosented a petition for the incorporation of the
Orange body.

Mr, Wood hes asked for returns s to the quantity of fresh beef imported
into Canada during the past year. These imports, he asserts, have
hecome &0 large as to soriously affect tho interests of Canadian farmers.

No legislation with repect to the tomporanco question is likely to be
accomplished during the session, at least, so say the knowing ones. Asis
ususl in the early part of the scssion muoh legislation of a private character
is predicted, but its volumo seldom resches the original estimate.  The real
work of psrliawent is done by committees, snd already the commiitees are
heard ot 1t, and are busy opgaged listening to the arguments of deputations

from all the world and bis wife,

The musical skotch tho ¢ Troubles of a Bandmaster " b

COMMERCIAL.

No change of importanco has beon noted sinco our last, and trade in
gonoral has now ehown avy particular livoliness. Iovdications are more or
loss iudefinito at present, and expectationa differ, for whilo on_the ono hand
thero are thore who say that mattors will turn out botter than expocted,
others do not tako such a sanguine view of the future, nnd incline rathor to
tho idea thut this soason’s turn-over will not equal that of last. DButitis
only a mattor of opinion, and tho best judgments aro ever liable to orror.
In tho leading irades wo fuil to noto any purticular feature oxcopt thet
quiotness appoars to bo the dominnnt charactaristic.  Paymonts in some
lines aro mot what worchants would like, while in othors no complaint is
made. They may bo classed as on the wholoe satisfactory,

Hon, Mr. Abbott, it is report-d, will introduco the now Banking Act
into tho Sonate  His knowledge of the subject from his long connnection
with mercantilo ond banking wftairs is cousidorable, and eminently fits him
fur introducing and pushing forward the new measure. Itisthought cortain
that emendmonts will be mado in the direotion of incressing tho secusity of
tho noto issues, nlthough whut form they will take is not as yet divulgod.
Ouc proposal is that the Govornment should sssume the exclusive privilago
of issuing the 85 votes, but it is more likely that Hon. Mr. Foster will bo
strongly urgod not to trespass further on the bank issues, but strengthen the
basis of circulution instead. [f tho Govornmont will not move in this
matter wo koow that privato membora cortaialy will. It is stated that one
of tho suggestions at a late meeting of bankors held in Montreal was to ask
the Governmeont to psss a measure authorizing the payment of G per cent.
interest on tho circulation of banks that may fail from the timo of their
susponsion until the notos are finally redeomed. It is, however. pointed out
that if this moagure was passed there would be a competition amongst banks
to buy up thoe circulation of tho defunct institutions at par, knowing that
oventually tho notes would be paid in full, and, in the meanwhile, the banks
would receive 6 por cent for the outlay of their money.  This, it was con-
tended by some of the bankers prosent, would effectually give us a socured
curroncy. We frankly say that we do not like this echeme, and belisvo that
the U. S. systom is the most comprehensive and efficient.

The following aro tho assignments and business changes in this province
during the past weok :~Owsn Webber & Co., boiler makers, Dartmouth,
dissolved, business continued by Alex, Webber and Richurd Webber under
style of Webber Bros.; John I. McCormick, genl. store, Leitches Croek,
assignod to Blowers Archibsld in trust for benefit of creditors ; John A,
Logan, blacksmith, Sheot Harbor, assigned to Ronald Meclnnes, in trust for
benefit of creditors; James A. Scott, gonl. store, Goro, assigned to Jas.
N. Trider, real and persunal property ; D. P. Adameson, Hotel, Pictou, offer-
ing hotel for sale ; E. Collishaw, grocor and fruit, New Glasgow, assigned to
B. M. Davidson.

Bradstreet's veport of {he wook’s failures :—
Week Prov. Weeks correspondingto

Jan, 24, week——— Jan, 24 ———  Fallures for the year to date.
1890 1830 1880 1888 1887 1890 1889 1888 1887
United States.. 324 355 331 259 248 1342 1312 112 1255
anada........ 59 36 32 60 19 160 129 152 92

Dry Goobs.—Business in this branch of trado bas not shown any
improvement since our last, aud the dull feoling noted then continues. We
have to noto as an oxception to this that in some lines of woollen specialties
ropoat orders are reported. Theso are, huwever, an exception to the goneral
rulo, and agonts speak of groat difficulty in placing orders, reporting that
an oxtremely cautious sud conservative policy characterizes the trade gener-
ally at the present moment in the mstter of purchasing, Therefore the
volume of trade is bohind that of last year for the ssme period, and in fact
for the past two months. As to tone the general feeling is atrong, owing to
the firm position at tho contres of supply. Ouno firm that doos a considerable
business in woollen specialiies remarked in a recent couversation that,
though they were sold up, they had as yet taken no steps to roplaco stocks,
proferring to wait till thoy could see how to act with more certainty.

InoN, HARDWARE AND MgTals.—There is no change to note iu this
market, for the reuson that there iz no business to induce it. Of course
Bow and then when some one runs outof something it has to bo roplaced, but
this is oxcoptional, and trade on the whole is quiet, and will be so till
March, for the reason that stocks on hand will carry most of the houses
through till then. Therefore prices hero are nominal, and we hear of no
alteration. Inthe British warkets the position of m«kers’brandsis unchanged,
and with them the remainder of the market is in sympathy, the position
being o vory firm one. Tho same remark in fect applies to the metal trade
gonorally, and tho Scotch warrant market has witnessed the usu.l amour*
of fluctuation which has been already noted in these columns The position
of the American warkets is very strong, owing to the well-grounded bolief
that spring requirements will be presented long before winter orders have
boen executed. Locally we have no change to note in pig or manufactured
iron.
Breapstures.—The flour market continues unchanged, and will doubtless
romsin so until buyers and sollers como nearer together on the matter of
prices. At present holders are independent in their ideas. Business is
thorefore restricted, and, outside of a jobbing ssle here or there, wo hesr
of nothing. Then again, the lateness of the sesson and the unfavorable
stato of the country roads have acted as other bars to business; as, other-
wise, 3 movement into farmers’ hands wss expected, as is generally tho case
at this scason. Wo have no altoration in prices to note. Beerbohm's
cables report whoat and corn cargoes off cosst, on passage and for shipment
stoadior and firmer Weather in England wet  Wne .t and corn in Chicago
bave ruled unchunged but steadier

Provistons.—The luesl provision market has been quist with a small
1 jobbing domand at curient prices. Dressed hugs wure rather firmer in




