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boen most oxasperated, and in the summor
of 1761 tho commandant at Dotroit was ap.
prised that a doputation of Scnecas had
come to tho neighbouring village of the
Wyandots for the purpcse of instigating tho
Iatter to destroy himsolf and his command.
On onquiry this was found to be a genoral
conspiracy : Ningara, Fort Pitt (Du Quesno)
and the othor posts were to share tho fato
of Dotroit. A similar plot was discovered in
the summer of 1762, but neither cumo to
maturity a8 a leader capablo of combining
tho tribes for a common object had not yet
declared himself. Pontiac had been an os-
pecinl favorita of the Marquis do Montcalm,
was much rospected by the French officers,
treated with discourtesy and negloct by tho
English, now undertook the controv! of the
conspiracy persuaded thereto by tho false-
hoods of the Canadian traders who assured
him that the armies of King Louis were ad-
vancing to restoro tho power of France. At
tho closoe of the year 1762, ho sent out mes-
sengers to the differont nations comprising
the Algonquin stock to whom were united
the Wyandots, Sonccas, and several tribes
of the Lower Mississippi. The Senecas were
the only members of the Iroquois confedracy
who joined tho conspiracy, the romainder of
the Six Nations being kept quict by the in-
fluence of Sir W, Johnston with great diffi-
culty It was agroed that the blow was to
be struck at a certain time in the month of
May following, to be determined by the
changes of the Moon.

Early in March, 1763, Ensign Holmes,
commanding at Fort Miami, was told by a
friendly Indian that the Warriors in the
neighbosing village had lately received a
war-belt with & messago urging them to de-
stroy him and his garrison and that they
were purposing to do so. Holmes called the
Indians together charged them with their
design and demanded their reasons for this
conduct, they acknowledged it was true but
charged the fault on a neighboring village
and professed themselves faithful to the
English. He roported the circumstances
duly to Major Gladwyn, commanding at Do-
troit, who in his turn reported to Sir Joffry
Ambherat, stating his opinion that there was
a general irri{ation among the Indians but
that it would soon blow over, and thatin the
neighborhood of his own post tho savages
wore perfectly tranquil.

As spring approached the Indians in small
parties bogan {0 come in from the wintering
grounds and appear about the forts which
‘they seldom entered, encamping about in
the adjoining woods,

At tho head of the English forces in Ame-
rica was Sir Jeffrey Amherst, the ablo and
resolute soldier who had achieved the con:
quest of Canada, and a msn fitted for the
emergency. Cautious, active, bold, far-
sighted, and capable of infusing hi3 own
energy and zeal into those who served under
him. Thp results of this war, lamentable as
they were, would have been much more dis-

astorous but for nis promptiness and vigor.
* In organising hor new acquisions into sep-
orato governmonts England left the valloy
of the Ohio and adjacont regions as Indian
domain, and by proclamation of Tth October,
1763, prohibited tho intrusion of sottlors
into these lands ; could this just arrange-~
ment have beon carried out it is probable
thero would have been no Indian war, but
tho reatlossness of the frontier sottlers and
tho grecdinoss of tho chartered corapanies
rendered all offorts of this kind futile.

Meanwhile tho emissaries of Pontiac had
echieved tho task assigned them, and groat
numbers of Ottawas, Chippawas, Cjibowas,
and Hurons, with numbers of other tribes
assombled at the Pottawatamio village near
the River Ecorces, not far from Detroit. Un
tho 27th of April, 1763, a geand council was
held at a short distance from the village, in
which the whole cause of quarzel with the
English was narrated by the sstute Chiof
with all the exaggerationt of Indian elo-
quence; he told them that their great father
tho King of Franco had sent him a wide-belt
of wampum, which he held forth to his au~
dience, and had gharged him to fight against
the English as his great war canoes would
soon sail up the St, Lawrence to drive them
nut of the country. All present were oager
10 attack tho British fort, but Pontiac re-
strained their ardour by shewing how neces-
sary it was that Niagara, Le Beouf, Vonango,
and Fort Pitt, and all the outlying forts
should bo attacked simultancously, while
with a chosen band of companions he would
gam admittance to Detroit and discover the
weakness of that post, Tho assembly now
dispersed, and as it was customary for the
Indians to return to therr villages in the
vicinity of Detroit after the winter's hunt
was over, their appearance on this occasion
excited no suspicions.

On tho 1st of May, attended with forty
men of the Ottawa tribe, Pontiac made his
appearsnce &t the gate of the Fort and asked
for pormistion to enter and dance the calu~
met dance before the ~Fcers of tho garrison.
After some hesitation he was admitted, and
proceeding to the corner of the strect where
the house of Msjor Gladwyn stood, he and
thirty of his warriors began their dance,
each recounting his own oxploits and boast-
ing himself the bravest of mankind. The
officers and men gathered sround them
while in the meantime tho remaining ten of
the Ottawas strolled about the fort observ-
ing overything it contained. When the
dance was over they all withdrew without
any suspicion of their sinister design on the
part of the garrison.

After o fow days elapsed another council
meoting took place at the Pottawatsmie
yillage—here was a largo structure of bark
erected for Public use on similar occasions —
to provent any interruption sentinels wore
posted around the house, and the possibility
of disclosure avoided by sending all the
squaws and children out of the village. The

groat chieftain onéb moro addressed tho as.
sembly, inciting thom to hostilities ngainat
tho English, and concluded by proposing for
their consideration a plan for the capture of
Dotroit. It was that himselfand the pring.
pal chiefs should demand o council with the
commandeat on matters of great importance,
by this means they would be cdmitted into
the fort; thoy wero all to carry weapons
concealed beneath their blankets, and for
this purpose wero to have the barrels of their
riftes and guns cut short; while in the act of
addrossing the commandantin the council
rdom, Pontiac was to mako a certzain signal
upon which the others wero to raise the war
whoop, rush upon tho officers and strike
them down, the other Indisns waiting mean
while at the gate or loitering among the
houses, 6ft hoaring the yells and firing with.
in the building, were to assail tho astonished
and half armed soldiers, and thus Detroit
would fall an casy prey. This scheme wag
af onco agreed to, and tho members of the
souncil withdrew to their respective villages
to prepare for the destruction of the lonely
garrison,

Dotroit, at tho head of the strait or channe!
which joins Lakes St. Clair and Erie, was
founded in 1701, by La Motte Cadillac, as a
military colony and trading post; its situa-
tion 18 good, stending on the west shore of
the river, and at the period under consider-
ation contained 2,500 inhabitants. Thocen- -
tre of the sottlement was the fortified vike
lago called the Fort, to distinguish it from
tho straggling dwellings along the river
banks; it covered a small portion of the
ground now occupied by the city of Dotront,
and contamed about one hundred houses
compactly crowded together surrounded by
o palisado of about tweaty feet in height,
the ground plan was nearly square having
at oach corner a wooden bastion and over
each gate-way, of which thero were four, a
wooden caponniere or block-house. A broad
streot, called the Chemin.du-ronde, saperated
the nouses from the palisades, the streets
wore very narrow and the houses built of
wood thatched with straw or bark; thore
was neither rampart, banquette, ditch, nor
any other mode of defence than what was
afforded by the palisaded wall made of the
trunks of chesnut and white cak; the bas-
tions had wooden platforms and were armed
with a fow pieces of light srtillery, four and
six pounders; two small armed vessels, the
Beaver and Gladwynschooners, lay anchored
in the stream; the garrison consisted of 120
soldiers and about 40 voysgeurs and Cana-
dians. With this forco and such fortifications
the commandant was called upon to to sus-
tain one of the most remarkable sieges for
duration in the annals of American warfare,

Standing on tho water heations of Detrnit,
the scenewhich presented itself to the vision,
was at that period sufficiently remarkablo;
for eight miles on either side the white
washed cottages of the French Canadisn-
could bo sren dotting the shores of thorive ,




