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In conneotion with this camp itisalson
plensure to record the increased interest
manifested by the citizens of Nowcastle, in
tho welfaro of tho corps, From the Collector
of Cusloms downward; they seemed fo vie
with each other in their liberality in giving
prizes for good shooting, &o.

No. 1. Baltery, Garrison Ariillery—Brevet
Mnjor Gillespie,

'This corps proceeded, its full authorized
strongth. to the Brigado camp at St. John,
and performeq the prescribed crill and prao-
tice at that place.

13rd Batlalion.—Major Shirriff.

This corps performed its annual drill at
t#Camp Scoudouo,’” eoxcept Nos. 2 and 3
‘companies whioh, as a spacial case, were per*
mitted to drill at local head quarlers, and
wero subsequently inspeoted by Lieut. Col,
Otly, duringmy temporary absence onleave,
and prenounced efficient,

In the.retiroment of Licut. Col. Ferguzon,
the corps has lost the setvices of a thorough-
1y practichl and energetlc commanding offi-
ceor, one who Wwas-ever ready tocarry out the
« regulations'’ to the letter, while not neg-
leoting the interests of the battalion. Major
Shirriff succeeds to the csmmand.

Dathousie Infantry Company.—Captain Bar
berte,

Tnspected by the Brigade Msjor, Lt. Col.
McCulley, on the 13th August, and is refer
red to by that officer, iz the tabular report
enclosed herewith, -

Artillery.

(1.) In submitting the accompanying re
}mt-from Licut. Col.Jago, of the Artillery,
-desire especinlly topoint out tbe following
subjocts, adverted to by that officer, who
states ‘—

1 cannot help expressing regret that the
only two field batteries in this district are
both armed with the smooth bore nine
pounder gun, a weapon long ago considered
unsuited for the support of infantry armoed
with the Snider Rifle.

(2.) Lieut. Colonel Jago anticipates per-
nicious effects from the General QOrders of
August 15, 1874, directing that all uniforms,
&o., of volunteers should be returned into
their aamories after the inspaction of the
ahnusal drill.

With regard to the working of this order
on. the country battalions, of infantry he

.does not venture to offer an opinion ; but he

vilshes ‘to call the attention of the L ijor
General Commanding; to the fact that a
hody of artillerymen can never hiope to be
made effoctive by 12 days' annual drill in
camp ouly.

For.tepching practically the the lessous
learned by weekly drilis in their drill rooms,
he considers the time sufficient or as nearly
‘80 8% con ‘be-oblained ‘without & great in*
creaso of expense, FKurther returns.of the
shot and shell practice forwarded with Col,
Foster's report, and with which hehas every
reasason to feel gratilied, are the result of
the patient weekly drilling of recruils at
standing. guu drill, poiating dril), fuse and
sbell instruction, &c., equally with the
twelve days in camp.

The men of the different battalions appear
ulsoito liko the weekly drills, and they were
usually fairly attended.

When it is consideted drills are all volun*
taty (the 12 duys having beesn performed,)it
appoars to hima pity that obstacles should
be thrown in the way of the men receiving
instructions which cannot tail of at least do-
soms good.

Lieut. Col, Jago adds :~ “ I hardly like
to bring agein before you the desirability
in my opinion of arming the Garrison Artil-
Jory with rovolvers. With the utter stato of
dofencelessnoss of the Garrison Artillory-
wan in case his position is attempted to bo
carried by storm, we are all nware.

#“\Whether a battory would not be likely
to fight the guns longer when tho men had
the consciousness of possessing a handy and
reliable waapon about their persons admits,
I think, of no question, und it appears to
mo in viow of the-rapld increase ot popula~
tion in our cities, thers might unfortunately
coma o day when the mugistrates would
gladly avail thamselves of the sorvices of &
trainea body of men armed with rovolvera.”

Target Practice,

The annual course of target praotice was
carried out with good results, under regula-
tions somewhat similar to those published
in General Orders (14), 1872; 200, 400 and
600 yards being tho runges, and the targets
being the same size as usual, with square
bulls eyo and centre.

The question as to the desirableness of
adopting Wimbledon targets at the annual
target practice of the ActiveMilitiais,X thank
deserving consideration, ‘These targets have,
been adopted with sdvantsge by our New:
Brunswick Rifle Asaociation.

* Ttis'to be regretted that it is impraotic-:
able during the limited peried of the annual,

drills to warrent a high ** figure of merit'-in’
each corps. .

It is algo to be regretted that thebatialion
and company money prizes for Lhe best shots
have riot been granted this year. As stuted
in my last report, 1873, the amounts though
small, $10 and $5 respectively, had been
granted for two years .in succession, except
in the case of the the artillery, who reccived
money prizes for shot and shell practice dur-
ing many years past, and the prizes were
closely contested, and whien won were much
valued, accompanied us they were with bad-
ges. ! am happy to be ensbled to report
that no accident has occurred during any
courso of target practice in my district, the
rules framed for the gwdance of officers
commanding corps to present accident hav.
ing been strictly observed, The accompany-
ing return shows the “figure of merit' and
names of best shots in the district.

School of Military Instruction.

The attendance at the Military School, at
Fredericton, bas bsen very good, 66 cadets
baving obtained 2nd class certificates, Of
these, 30 belonged to the Active Militia at
the time of their admission to the school;
some of the others have since joined the
force; but five, however, arc officers in it.

Tt is true ‘the :majority of the officersof
this district are already in possession of car-
tificates ot fitness, and the Brigade Major
and myself have done all in our power to
ensure the attendance at the school of the
remainder, pointing out to them the super-
ioradvantages of Military School training to
that obtained by other means toqualify them
for certiticates granted by Boards of Exami.
nera,

In the command of the school I have haen
ably assisted by Liout, Colonel Otty, Brig-
ado Major, and the quickness with which in-

they had tolearn is worthy ot note, reflgcts
ing oredit upon themaelves and the instrus
tors. I mayadd that a fow cadets remawned
tho full time~—90 days—before being enabl-

ed to quulify, and one cadet failed to securs
the required certificate.

drill, to have sufficient position and aming;|:

Rifle Adssociations.

Thore is but little to add to the remarks
gubtmiued in my report for 1873 on this aub.
Jjeot.

Lisut, Colonsl Beer has heen ra-elected
President of the New Brunswiock Provincial
Riflo Assoniation, and he is assiated in his
duties as such by the same efficient secre-~
tary, Capt. and Adjutant Q..R., Arnold.

The annual matoh of this association,held
at Sussex during the first week in September
last, was as successful as usual,

The county assoociations continue to im.
prove,
< The only thing to be regretted, I conceive,
is that in all rifle matches the number of
compstitors is not, as a rule, in fair propor.
tion to the number of sotive mililiamen in
the distriot. C

In faot that but few except ‘ crack shots'
consider. it worth their while competing.

‘I'he following associations: held cqmpeti.
tions this year, .the returns af which will
shortly be tranamitted =

New Brunaswick Pfo. Rifle Assooiation.

Charlotte County de .
St. Jobn  do - do
Carleton do do
York do. do
Northumberland County do-

I have -the honor to be,
Your most obedt. servant,
G. J. Maoxsen, Lt, Col.
Deputy Adjt, Gen, Com.
Military District, No. 8.

Lt. Colonel W. Powetr,
Deputy Adjt. Gon. Headquarters.

m————

4) .
Samyt Jomy, N,B.
Dec. 22nd, 1874,

Sir, ~I have the honor to forward to you
the report of Lieut. Col. S. K. Foster, com.
manding New. Brunswick Brigade of Gar.
rison Artillery, on the inspections of the dif-
ferent batteries in the Province for this
yesar.

1have to thank this officer for kindly
undertaking this duty for me, -and thereby
enabling me to enjoy my leave of absence in
Eagland.

From the report I gather that.the whole
of the batteries in the district are in. an
effective condition, and that the different
eamps were conducted in ai manner that
must prove beneficial to officers-and men.

1 cannot, however, help expressing my re.
gret that the only two field batteries in
your district are armed with the smooth-bore
nine pounder gun, a weapon long ago.con-
sidered-uansuited ‘for the support of Infantry
armed with the Svider Rifle, -

1agree most thoroughly with Col. Foster
in the necessity of the gun carrisge being
painted at stated periods, in orderto ensure
the preservation-of’ the wood, and I beg to
recommend that all gun carriages, which
are kept under cover, be painted evary two
years, and also that carriages  éxpossed to
the weather be painted anpuslly:

I cannot, howevey; omniit iri this: letter,
adverting to-the pemiciods efteots I'anticid
pated from the General Orders-of August
15, 1874, directing that'all uniforms. &o., of
volunteers, should be returned into their
armories after the expiration of the annual

tolligent and educatod cadets mastered what |drill,

With regard to the working of this order
onoountry battalions of infantly, I'do-not
venture to offer an opinion, but 'L should
wish most, respactfully to call the attantion
of the Major General Commanding to thefac

that a body of artillerymen can neret hoy?



