Avoust 13, 1873.)

REVIEW.S

IHE VOLUXNTEER

MILITARY DISTRICL NO. 9.

I'ho Mihtia in this District aro undar the
oommand of Lt. Colone! J. Winburn Laurie,
Depuly Adjutant General, who reports for
my information as follows, on the state of
his commasand : '

Heap Quarters,
Halifax, N, S.
Oct. 24th, 1872,

Sir,~—1 haye tlgo honor to inform you that
the q‘uéta of Active Militia required to be
furnished from tho District under my com-
mand fs 4,284, The total nominal strength
of the force in thie District, wero the respec.
live colps' domplete 'to their established
strenptli ﬁsﬁdthpﬁzed. would ba 308 officers
and 3“23(5 men,

Tha fotal actual strength of the force who
mastéred,at the time of the annual drill for
187273, was 222 offiters, and 2,594 men,

The annual drill was performed in accord
anco with General Ocders No, 14, of 3lst
May, 1872, as in documents A. B. C. here-
with forwarded. Annual inspection re-
vorts and district target practice returns are
enclosed.

I havs.the honor to be,Sir,

Your obedient servant,
J, Wixoury Lagrig, Lt. Col,
’ . D. A. G.
Commanding No. 9 District.
The Adjutant General of Militia,
Ottawa.
‘I'ne Hatrrax Beigape,
Consisting of

Halifax Light Battery. . .... Capt. Grahum.
‘]’%EdHalime Gar. Art..,.. . LtCol.Mitchell

2

Zad 0 Ll . * Belcher
63rd *“  Rifles.,.. .., ** TFallister
66th *  Infantry,,... ** DBromaer

Performed their ahdunl training at bri-
gade headquarters, Tha whole brigade at-
tended two brigade. field days, at one-of
whichi they. werejormed in div.sion. with o
‘hrigade of H.M's. Regular troops’ under
Lt. General -8ir Hastings Doyle; dnd -the
infantry and-light battery attended two ad-
ditional brigade drills;

Tho whble feréo also attended threo oven.
ing brigade drills, drilling from half past
geven; utitil'ten in the'long summer oven-
ings or moonlights; and moié eveniog
drills would-lavé Yeén held, bt that phrt.
ly throug}x sickness and partly through press
of other engagémients. owing to my keing
left without a brigade major for this brigade
durig-the whale training season I was un-
abld to spare tho time.

The musketry practica was regularly con-
ductdd-wnder tho superintendence of a field
offieer of ihé corps at praclice and under
Ligut.Col. Sawyer,the Brigado Muskotry.lao-
structor, - ’

Bedford- range is-inconveniently situated
for this purpose, as over threo hours is lost
u travelling to and from the city, but no
more accessable rango can be obtained.

The 12 Batteries Girrison_Artillery per
formed their greaf gun practice from a bat-
tery belonging to the Royal Artillery, kindly
placed at their disposal by Sir Hastings
Doyle. ) .

Noman was rated effective or recewed
payunlésstig'Had itedded the Tall num-
ber of brigade diills.in { idition to tho com-
pany and battalion training ; had fired bhis
40 rounds of arcmunition at rifle practice,
and if an ariilloryman had also performed

his great gun drill unless ho lad oblained
special leave of absenco ftu the comuaud
ing oflicor of tho corps: ) . .

On tho 2nd October, I inspacled this bri-
gade. Owing to continuous wet weather
for several days previously, the ground was
(oo wet to attempt field mancouvres, I there:
fore,confined tho movements to paradodrill,
The soeveral corps were well handled by their
respoctive commanders, and the men, who
aro mostly stout, able and well grown, and
fit for any service, shewed considernble pro-
ficiency in their drill mancuvring ; and
above all showed that anxiety to do their
best, and to appear to advontage. It 18,
however, desirable this Brigade should have
gomo practice in manwuvring over broken
and rough ground.

The Light Battery practised at 1,800 yards
range with their 6 pounder Armstrong's, in
tho presence of Colonel Gibbon. ¢, B. com-
manding the Royal Artillery at llalhifix, who
expressed his satisfaction at the good prac
tico and efficiency of the battery. ‘This fine
battery has now been maintained in a tho-
roughly effective state since 1799 at great
expenso to the members, and it is felt as a
hardship, that whilst corps are junior to
them have received complete issue of bar-
ness, the members of this battery have to
bear the expenso of hiring harness of an in-
ferior kind on all occasions of public pa
rade.

PevioTDALE Cadp,

On the 26th June, 1 went into camp with
the 7Sth Highlanders, and Victoria Pro-
visional Battulion, at Teviotdale. near Tru*

ro.

In the 78th Highlanders, soveral of the
comnanies, many of which had completed
their period of service, came to camp very
much below gtrength. .

The three companies from Picton Coun-
ty camo in ot mnearly full strength, mostly
strong, hearty men, and iwerex credit to the
battalion.

‘Tho79th possesses a pipe and drum corps
and the bagpipes bear out the Highl.od de-
signation of the corps, and in licu of a band
gave life to the camp.

Some difficulty was expetienced in hand.
ling the Victoria Provisional Battalion i
brigade and battalion drill, ag & lavge pro-
portion of the men speak enly Gaelic,and do
not understand English. Their extreme
willingness and obedience to discipline,how-
ever, did much to facilitate the duty of 1
structing them,

*Mapy of the rank and file who did come

iuto camp with this battdion were very

young lads.

Threo additional companies bave Leen
raised for this battalion, which is Jargely
composed of men from the Western High:
{ndds of Scotland, and they have requested
that tho regiment may bear tho title * 9ist
‘Argyleshire Highlanders.” .

As this was the first year of camp train
ing in this portion of the district every exer-
tion was made by tho officers, who generally
worked most zealously to mako it asuccess;
much assistance in working up the interior
economy Wwas given by two Sergeants from
tho line kindly allowed by Colonel Gibbon,
C. B, the oflicer commanding the {roops at
Halifax, to bo attached to theso two batta
lions during the training, and I was more
than ever impressed with thd necesssity of
having men of army experienco cmployed
as Drill Instructorsin tho forco,

The 78th having had previous practico in
battalion drill, under tho system followed
in formor years, and having a fow trained
non-commtssioned officers among them pro-

s

DX}

(LA

gfessoh i—l) dritl nnlgro rapidly than the Vie:

totia L'tovisivnal Battshion which had not
theso advanlages, making all allowances
ll&o Lrigade manwuveing wis fuirly perforn:
ed,

AsLsronp Uaxe,

On thoe Srd Soptember, tho GSth, G9th,
72nd Battalion. and ono compuany of the
751th went into camp at Aylesford under the
commsand of Lt.Colonel Milsom, as through
ilt health I was prevented assutning com-
maund. Un the 15th aud 17th September 1
inspected this brigade. ‘T'he haying season
tind been very wet and backward, and at tho
last moment commanding oflicers reported
that 1t would be more convenient to poste
pone the dute of muster until the 10th. but
it was then too Iate to make arrangemonts ;
the officers found much difliculty in getting
men to attend, and tho companies were very
weak numerically.  The late harvest was
given as a reason for this—but increase of
pay was also strongly urged as an induce*
ment to the superior class of men) to turn
out. '

‘The battalion and brigade drill was fuirly
performed, thanks to the exertions of Licut.
Colonel Milsom and the commanding anid
other officers who are generally hardworking
and well up to their work. The want of
trained non-comnissioned officers is serions*
1y felt.

No. 6 Company ol the 75th Bastalion, the
captsin of which stated that he did not re:
ceive orders from his commanding officer to
atrend at Teviotdale, volunteered to pare
form training at Ayesford, and were attach-
ed for drill and discipline to the 63th Batta.
lion. This company was composed of a
sturdy and willing body of men.

CUMBERLAXD PROVISIONAL BATTALION,

This battalion was ordered to attend at
camp, near Truro on the 26th June, but
owing to the non* compietion of the Inter:
colonisl Ruairoad the men could not bo
brought by rail,und the allowance of 3 cents
per mile for waggon hure was far too inader
quate to bring o battalion an average dis
tance of betwveen 80 and 9J miles, and Lt.
Culunel Staw.rt reported 1t was utterly im-
possible o hire conveyance at that rare, [
therefore reported this to headquarters, and
dircetad the battahion to petform their an-
nual training at company headquarters, and
ordered 2 battalion muster atAmherst,where
L inspected three compaunies on the 9th Qct.
he man were exercisod in battalion and
light infantry drill, and performed the
movements creditably.

Thoe headquarters of the Parrsbore’ Comnt
pany were changed to Tidmish in June, but
the new oflicers were not appointed, and
the clothing was not transferred in timae fov
this compauy to take part in the battalion
parade. I thereforeinspected the company
at its own headquarters,

‘This battalion i composed of a fiue body
of men, respectable and well off, who can
always be found when wanting, and who are
phbysically able to stand the futigues of a
carapaign.

‘I he Lunonburg, Mahone B.y, and Ches
ter Batteries of Garrison Artillery were di-
rected to attend training in camp near tho
Forts at Halifax (as laid down ‘in General
Otders No. 14, of 3lst May last) on the

‘Fhe captains reported to me through the
Brignde Major, that they were unable to get

theirmen to attend. Theso batteries havo

consequently remajned untrained this year.
Lhaye the hosior to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
J, W. Lavris, Colonel,
Commanding District,

(‘o be Contlaucd }



