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borne, could fall upon ono column before
the other could come up ; or, in other words,
oppose the maxe of their urmy to the frac.
tions of ours. This was what actunlly hap

eued afterwards by the activity of the

‘enian lendors,

Again, if the idea were to provent them
&etting away, it is to bo remembered that
Col. Pencock's duty was 1o profect the Wel
{and Canal, to drive them out of the coun-
try and to confine their depredations to as
small & compass as possible. And it must
be olzo remembered thatif their retrenat wns
cut off frem the Niagara river, they would
certainly endeavour to retréat some other
way, nnd the road being open to the Wel.
land Canal, they would make a dash for it,
and seizing some of the numerous vessels
which are always to be found upon it, thoy
could embark and make their cscape even
if they did not delay long enough to destroy
somo of the ' :ks on thu canal. Taking all
these points .. to consideration, there is no
doubt that this plun was very injudicious,
and not calculuted to effect the end Col.
Peacock w.s ordered to keep in view.

2od. Another plan would have beon to
have concentrated his whole force at Chip
paws, Port Colborne, or Port Robinson ; but
this was not advisable, as by doing so he
would have uncovered somo of those places.

3rd. A third plan, and the one which he
adopted, was to unite his forces from Port
Colborne and Chippewa at some point mid-
way between thoso places, and from there
march united upon the Fenians, On look-
ing at his map, Stevensville was the only
place marked upon it at which they could
unite. It was well chosen for the purpose;
it was about ten miles from Chippawa, about
thirteen wiles from Port Colborne, and
about ten miles from Fort Erie. If Colonel
Peacock hud bis forces united at Stevens
ville, be was in & position to prevent their
march towards Chippawa as well as towards
Port Colborne, nng would be able to full
upon them in full force whichever ro:d they
took ; at the same time his position thero
would huve thoroughly protected the Wel-
land Cunal.

Inorder to carry out this plan, he tele
graphed for all his reinforcements 1o push
on and join himat Chippawa, ordering them
at tho same time to bring provisions with
them in their haversacks, so that there
should be no delay in breakfasiing. In
order to prevent the Feniaas, as far as pos.
sible, from receiving reinforcements, or
from escaping. if so inclined, he telegraphed
to Port Colborne to rieut.-Col. Dennis (Lt.-
C_ol. Booker not having arrived at this time)
direcling lum to placo @ detachment on
board the Internationn! Ferry Boat which
he had ordered round from Buffulo, and to
send it dowa to r'ort Eric 10 patrol the river
and prevent reinforcoraents coming over, or
the Keniims from escapiag. Lt.-Col. Dennis.
finding that the International ferry boat was
not crossing, telegraphed to Dunnville for
the tug ** Robb,”” owned by Capt. McCallum
to come down.

Colonel Peaco:k then made arrangements
for tbe junction of lus forces with Lieut.

Booker's. At tho time he decided on

the hour of meeting, tho greater pdrtion of
is force was yet to arrive, and not kdowing
A what hour in the night or in the morning
they might come in, he was unable 10 name
an earlier hour to start than ¢ a.m., which
would make his bour of arrival at Steyens-
Ville between 10 and 11 a.m. Not havinga
m? showing the roadsabout Port Colborne
and between there and Stevensville, and
being unable in Chippewa to obtaia accu-
nte information of the roads or the condi-

samo time very conflicting informution as
to tho movements of the enemy, he found
that it was imposible for him to lasy down
the route which Lieut. Col Bouker should
take. or the hour atwhich he should start in
order to meet him at Stevensville between
10 and 11 a.m. Under these circumstances
he thwught it desirable to send an officer
across the country to Lieut.-(ol. Booker
who should be thoroughly acquainted with
his plan, and would be able, in cnseof doubt
or difficulty, to consult with Lieut.-Colone!
Booker, and see that the spirit of the plan
was carried out oven if the details were
aried,

Acting upon this idea, Col. Pencock chose
Capt. Akers, R.E. for this service, and ex
plained his plan and the ransons which in-
duced him to adoptit, and explained to lim
that he wished the junction to take place at
Stevensville, between 10 and 11 a.m.; but,
with reference to the roads, he left i1t entire-
ly optional with Lieut.-Col. Rooker and
Cipt. Akers to choose a road after making
thorough enquiries as to the most available
route, and tho route most remote from the
position of the enemy—going even so fur as
to tell Capt. Akers that they might go nlong
the Welland Railway, northerly, to a point
opposite Stevensville, and then mauch due
East to Stevensville; or tuke the Grand
I'runk Railway for some miles and then cut
across the country in a dingonal direction to
the point of junction. Ridgewny was never

and there is little doubt that, with a correct
map, Col. Poucock would have positively
forbidden it—Ridgeway being nearer Fort
Eiie than Stevensville, and the further
march being, consequently, brought nearer
to the enensy's position than the occasion
called for. From injormation obtained since
there i5 no doubt that theshortest and safest
road lay from Sherk's Crossing across coun.
try to Stevensville.

We will now leave Col. Peacock in Chip-
pawa, listening to the reports of scouts, and
farmers coming in, and obtaining informa
tion as to the roads, etc., and follow Capt.
Akers to Port Colborne, snd describe what
happened there and how the plan of cam.
puign was carried out.

We must go back a little, in the order of
our story, and give an account of what hap-
pened at Port Lollorne, until the arrival of
Capt. Akers. It will be remembered that
Lieut.-Col. Dennis was sent there, on the
wmoraing of Friday, with 400 men of the
Queen’s Own, and directed to occupy and,
if necessary, entrench a position there and
wait for further orders befare an attack was
made. He arrived at Port Colborne about
noun, and hearing the enemy were not very
near the village, billeted the men to enable
them to get their dinners, and sent out
seouts dwing the afternoon to discover the
position of the Fenians. The dayand even-
g was occupied in this way; no attempt
whatever at entrenching baving been made.
In the evening, about 11 p.m.. Lieut..Col
Booker arrived with his battalion, the 13th
of Hamilton, and being the senior officer,
took command of the whole force.

At 10 p.m., Mr. Graham the Collector of
Customs at Fort Erie, arrived with informa-
tion of theexact position of the Feniun camp.
‘This was on Frenchmsan’s Creek, a mile
below the lower ferry, on Mr. Newbigging's
farm. He had been in their camp at six
o'clock that evening, and was of opinion that
there were not more than 700 men, and that
as they had been drinking hard daring the
day, they would certainly fall an easy prey
to any forco that might attack them. Lt.
Col. Vennis’ orders were positive not to at-

mentioned 23 a poin‘ to leave the ruilway ;{.

were binding on Licut.-( ol. Booker ~and.
consequently, they could not properly move
to the attack which Mr. Graham urged them
to make, and which he stated would cer-
tainly be successful, In order to mduce
them to move at once to attack. ho supgest-
ed that, probably Col. Peacack wus endea-
vouring to keep the Volunteers back in
order that the regulars should have all the
credit of capturing the Feninns,

This reasoning, and the prospect of suc-
cess, was too much for Licut.Col Dennis.
Col, Dennis is a volunteer officer who for
a yenr commanded the Toronto Field Bat-
tery; and. on leaying that, was appointed
Brignde Major. When the Militury School
was first organizad, he obtained o first class
certificate; and, at the camp at Laprairie,
wag appointed o Deputy Assistant Quarter-
master General; but at no time did the of-
ficers of the force look upon him as a good
drill; although ns an offico man in the posi-
tion of Brigude Msjor, no one could do tho
duty better, He knew nothing of military
science or of the ditferent bLranches of the
art of war. He is possessed of an exceed-
ingly sanguine and entbusiastic tempera-
ment; never thinks of defeat; is rather
visionary in his plans, and never provides
against disaster. Heoisnot deficient in vluck
but has not that sound, cautious judgment
which 18 absolutely necessary in a man
holding a responsilie command in the field.

(To be continued.) .

Tae following proclamation appears in tha
Red River organ, the New Nalion, of tho
23rd of July :

To the Loyal Inkabitants of Manitoba :

Her Mujesty's Government having deter-
mined upan stationing some troops amongst
you, I have been instructed by the Lieuten-
ant.General communding in British North
Ametrica to pro.eed to Fort Garry with a
force under my command. Our mission is
one ol peace, and the sole object of the Ex-
pedition is to secure Her Majesty’s sovereign
authority.

Courts of law, such as are common to
every portion of Her Majesty's empire, will
be duly established, and justice will be im-
partinlly administered to all races and
classes ; loyal Indians and balf-breeds being
as dear to the Queen as any other of ber loyal
subjects,

‘The force which I have the honor of com-
manding will enter your Province, repre-
senting no party in religion or politics, and
wil. afford equul protection to the lives and
property of all races and of all creeds. The
strictest order of discipline will be main-
tained, and private property will be care-
fully respected.

All supplies furnished by the inhabitants
to the troops will be duly paid for. Should
any one consider himself mjured by any in-
dividual attached to the forces, his grievance
shall be promptly inquired into.

All loyal people are earnestly invited to
aid me ir carrying out tho above mentioned
objects

(Signed,) G. L. WOLSELEY.
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