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THE ONTARIO MEETING.

To the Edstor of Tur VoLuNTEER REVIEW.

Sir:—Asone who had thoe pleasuro of at-
tonding tho matches of tho Ontario Rifle As
sociation, at Toronto, during the week end
ing 28th June, T would like (withont bheing
thought captious) t point out snme faults
of detail that ought to be remedied before
tho commencement of the Dominion matches
on the 17th Aug.

1st. Marking.

It was a pity to mtroduce a new system
(Hill's disc marking) without previouely
having the markers trained to it. Un the
openingday of the matches the mantlets for
the 6 targets on tho left of the ranges were
mproperly constructed, and during the
sighting shots some aix or eight of the
markers were severely cut by the splash of
lead from the targets. Again, whenthe men
of the 13th were put on to mark, their mark-.
ing, in spito of the flattering resolutions
passed by the Council, was very inferior,
for which they cannot be blamed gs target
practice is not o speciality of a cavalry rogi-
ment. It is awell kmown fact that a great
deal of practico i3 required to become a good
marker, and the regularmarkers of tho 60th
Rifles were at Laprairie marking for the
companies going through their annual
course of musketry instruction, so that the
marking at Toronto was done by entirely
groen hands. Another great pity was that
there was no officer of their own regiment
doing duty in superintending the firing and
whole chargo of the arrangements. Because
rogulars cannot be expected and never do
obey the orders of Voluntaer officers of any
grade whatever, with the same sharpness
and precision they would show to their own,
There are several officers of the regulars
now stationed in Canada, who have had large
experience at Wimbledon, and have been on
the paid staff of the National Rifle Associa-
tion during tho Wimbledon matches of the
last three or fouryears. If the Council were
to engage the service of a well kuown cap-
tain in thoe 60th Rifles, who has had & great
deal to do with matches in Canada, and give
him charge of tho firing arrangements, they
would save themselves an immense amount
of trouble and could "be certain to have
‘things managed with despatch. In the first
place none but the most oxperienced
markers would be sont to the butts, the non
commissioned officers who act as register
keepers, would be thoroughly instructed as
to what positions were allowable and what
not, and tho officer in charge would have a
couple of mounted orderhes to carry any
commugnications to the markers. Theso
small matters tnfling as they appear on pa-
per aro gonerally the things which cause the
most anno, .nce and delay at matches.
2nd. Themeasurement of the distances at
Toronto is not extremely accurate. Tho
writer was sure that No. 1 range was long
and bad it measured by some of the 60th

Rifles who returned it 525 ydes. at the 500
yards firing point. Their measurement may
have been not oxactly correct, but at that
range 6-100 of an inch increasod clovation
was necessary with a Metford rifle.

3rd The construction of the firing points
iv rxtremoly fanlty. All tho mounds are
made far too narrow, Leing about 3 feet or
3 feot 6 inches widc, when thoy should be
at least 6 foot, as fow men liko to firo lying
straight behind their rifle, the council gave
ay & reason for not making the mounds wid-
or tho probability of compotitors firing at
wrong targets on account of thoe proximity
of the mounds. However, I cannot seo why,
with the whole of the targoet distinotly over
it, any man with care should make a mistake
The other arrangements of the match were
very good, and certainly none of the com-
petitors could complein of want of civility
or attention from the Comncil of the
0. R.A. With the oxcoption of the ‘ May's
patent Steel Arm ™ I did not hear of or see
anything unpleasant, and I trust that auvne
f the Volunteor Officers who had anything
to do with the arrangements will be offend-
ed with me for stating that the markers
would have been more expeditious with the
fear of the guard room before their oyes,
than they were when they knew they were
not accountable except to their non-coms.
To give the poor fellows their due, they had
a hard time of it, and several were rather
severely injt -erdd, T happened to see ono of
them having a large piece of load cut out of
his throat. Trusiing that I have not taken

up too much of your spaco

I am, Sir,
Yours truly,
RovaL.

FRONM BROCKVILLE.

—

BY OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.

Domunion day passed off very quietly here,
there was no demonstration of any kind.

were closed, and a largoe number of the in-
habitants proceeded to Prescott to wituess
the fine celebration there. where, at the
regetta, o Brockville boat. the -¢Sleepy
Canadian ”’ carried off the first prize. A few
of the Volunteers here devoted a part ofthe
day to target practice.

The Brockville marksmsn again distin-
guished themselves at the Provincial match
four of whom took twelve individual prizes
exclusive of the $50 taken by the 42ad
Brockville Battalion, Lt.-Col, Buell, five
members competing

The two G T. Riflo Companies, Capiains
Young and Bell, all under the command of
Major McKechnie, wero inspected on the
3rd inst. by Lt..€ *. Gallwey, Brigade Major.
After o closo inspection of the arms, cloth-
ing. &c.. tho companies performed several
evolutions in Battalion drill, including skir-
mishing, advancing and retiring firing, re

lieving skirmishing, &e., the whole of which

was creditably dono; (the two companiy
raraded 92 officor and men)at the conclusop,
Col. Gallwoy complimented them on th,
cleanliness of the stores, drill and appear.
anco, at the sameo time urging thom to 1,
more particular in fitting their accoutrs.
monts, and above all things to wegr nothing
but black on their neok when at dnill. T,
officers of theso two companies are all quay,
fiod, and from what I have seen and hear of
tho G. T. R's at other stations, I belioy,
the forco here is mot second to any in iy
brigade.

Lt..Col. Wily, superintendent of stores tyy
been spending a fow days here, boating ang
fishing. The fine healthful air ou thes,
Lawrence, will, I trust, so smprove his vual.
ty that he will be impregnable to the dug
and heat of thoe capital during the reman
der of the season.

31sr BATTALION V. M.

T'o the Editor of Tng VoLUNTERR Revisw,

Belisving every Volunteer remiss in duty
and to his own interests who fails to sub
scribe for your valuable paper, and belier.
ing that occasional items of local as welly
general interest have n tendency to extend
your influence, I shall assume the privilag
with your permission, of occupying a place
in your columns.

You bave doubtlesss often heard the
query ** Who has the pay of the 31st Batt. for
1867-68 77 -

That question has never been answered to
the aatisfaction of any officer or man in the
Battalion. We havebeen casually informed
that errors have been made in previow
years, the men naturally ask ‘‘who made
the errors and what are they?"” the officers
do not know, and the men say ‘‘then i
know I am not going to remain in a com:
pany where such errors are made and no
body knows anything about it.””  And they
have in & lurge meansure acted up to it,

The principle places of business, however, | that woe are glad to fill up our companies

with recruits, who actually refuse to come
over two miles to drill, as provided in the
much lauded act of the Minister of Militis,
Another grievance we labour under is the
delay in making appointments, for nearly
if not quite two years we have had but one
“Major,”’ although the choice is not limited
tooneor two qualified officors to nill the
vacancy, who are losing seniority every day
the appointmentis unfilled. In the sams
way resignations accepted last March are
still vacant to the great injury of the com-
panies interested and injustice to tho acting
officers in the vacancies, We hope all the
grievances will be rectified with as little
delay as possible.

A more pleasant subject to write about
is o friendly match which took place at
Flesherton, on the lst inst., batween Nos.
4 and 6 Companies uf tho 3lst Batt, the
Flesherton company ontertained their

comrades from Durhawm in atruly hospitable



