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Some Criticisms on Foreign Missionaries,
and the Answers to Them.
1Y REV. 1. FRASER SMITH, M.b,

Having had the pleasuro of meeting tho majority of your mis.
stonaries tn Chioa and Japan, many of whan 1 count among my
warmest friends, I feel jexlous for their *“ reputation befoto the
Church,” and thereforo am censtrained to write this letter.

We assumo that the ** sharp criticisms ™ spoken of st have
boen general throughout the Church, and not merely the usual
murmnringe of a few prumblers here and there, Foras it was in
tho tim2 of Christ 501t is now, thero are thoio cven among lis
followers who ** have indignation within themeclves,” and cry out
‘¢ iwaste! wasto! waste!™ when moaey is cxpended in & way they
do not approve of.

The first criticismn is1n regard to ** tho frequent return of mis-
sionaries from their fields on account of health and other causes,”
and 1t in said that in 1503 no less than one-i;rhth of tho forco was
at howmo for all or part of thoyerr.” Onc.c:ghthizsurely notavery
lIarge proportion, when you consider the climate, the severestrain
of mind and body, tho constant worry and continual anxiety from
various causer, not tospeak of the diflienlty of acquiring a new
languago and the study of a strangoe people, who have no love for
the missionary and scarcely any sympatby with bis work, but who
always, as far as the Chincso especially are concerncd, are filled
with intenso pride, extreme prejudice and absclute indifference
Besides, it should bo remembered that missionarics are but men
after all, and they do not poasess charmed lives. Liketheordinary
run of mortals, they often get sick, and, strange to say, when the
*¢ Angel of Death ™ knocks at their door, no matter how pressing
their work nuay be, they have no power to turn him away. Those
who find fault along this linc must not forget and leave Giod out of
their reckoning.

“ A Iarge porcentagoe of the Church’s contributions is consumed
in paying travelling expensss, and the work must suffer in the
abscnce of the workers.” Wo would like to know the exact pro-
portinas of the contributions uscdin payiny thotravelling expenses
«f thoso who are invalided homo befcre their regular furlovgh;
for the travelling expenkes to thetield the first tunc does not count,
neiher shoutd the traseliing cxpenses of those on regular farlough
bo cousulered. It 13 not well to mako such au asseitivn uatil we
know the actual figures. Morcover, 1t 18 well understood by the
Church that the missionary zocs 1o the field under certain conds
tions. Ho s willing to Iabor in the ticld for, sa3, seven, cight or
ten years tdaffetent societies have differc .t ruless Lefere coming
home on furlough, providing bis health remaina good and his
strength 1s such that he can carry on his werk satisiacterily. If
these conditions are fulfilled, no persen has any ground to find
fault. As regards tho work ‘¢ suffering,” no person, I am sure,
can lament thia as tho missionary does : but if the Church, not.
withstanding the numerousappeals, will continuo to ignore its
plain duty, and will not send out men esough to fully ocenpy the
stations alrcady opened, s0 that, in the event of one or even two
haring to retura bome, there would still be cnoogh to carry on
the wark, then the Church, ar. . not the missionary, who 1s forced
to leave much againat his will, skould receiva all the blame. In
many cases, tho missionary has to be urged over and over again to
leave 1a order to save his hilo for futuro usefulness. 1f your horse
takes all, you donot draive blam until hedropsdead. Evensuppose
1t costa considerablo to care him, you are better pleased toses him
strong and ahle to work again.

** The chiarze 1s mado against the Comnuttee that they arenot
careful to send oat really healthy persons, and that they are too
ready to grantthemleavo of absencofrem tho field.” Al our Com-
mittees {ullow general principlesin the choice of candidates- and
1f they exen:ixe ordinary carc, there 13 no room for blame.  Ofter
tho atrongest and most robust candidates are tho first to succumb
to thneo tTying climates.  God aleno can tell who will stand the
climate and bave good general health, tut no bods of men dare
underiako to promuse such & thing.  And will thote who say that
the t‘ommittes 13 *“too ready t. grant them leave of absence,”
ventare Lo assert that any tualy of muco has the 1ught to say 10any
narticolas mussienary, * You most remain at your post, whether
you atc weak cr atrong, whether you are sick or well, whether
you liveordie® " lam sure no Committeo wishes to assume sach
a grave respensihility ; the missionary tsnot a alave of the Church,
nor 1 he the priperty of the Committee, but he 18 the scrvant of
:5d aud the representative of the Church in a heatlenland.

The next charge 1s that ** missionaries are tco ready to 4uit
work on alight pretexte. * When such an asertionas thisisniade
wo call at once for proof : and if reliablo proof is not produced,
then this statement is nothing more or loss than & shameloss libel.
No such aweeping assertion sheuld ba tolerated for ons moment,
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unloss it can bo proven that moro than one-half of the missionarics
have dono 80 in the past. I konow too much of the feclings of a
missionary when he is forced to leave his work ; and, moreover, 1
know too well how very hard it is to persuade men and women to
leavo the work which is 8o dear to their heart, to listen for one
moment to such hap-hazard astertions ; therefore I bave no hesi-
tation in challenging thoso critics to bring forth relinble proof tha
fivo per cent. of the missionaries who have left the field have done
so on ** slight protoxts.”

Another charge is that missionarics show ¢ a lack of the spirit
of self-gacrifice.” What do you mean by self-sacrifice? Haveyou
ever left your own native land, your home and your friends, con-
gemal work and hright prospects, because you thought it was your
duty todo2o? Do you know what it is to bo far away fromyour
homo {fricnds, in the midst of a people who have no sympathy
with you, and there to toil on not only for a fow weeks and
months, but for years against fearful o. s, with sickness and
death ever staring you in the face? Have you been forced to seo
your children, because of their ughealthy surroundirgs, take ill,
pine away and die, and know, as you laid them intbatlonely little
tomb, that you had offered them upon tho altar of Foreign Mis.
sions? have you ever see.. the companion of your bosom stricken
down with a deadly diseasc, contracted while trying to help the
poor benighted people around you? But why multiply scenes
that are almost of daily occurence in every beathen land? Are
you sad becauso more of those whom the Church bhas sent out
havo not found graves in theso far off lands? Are you willing to
go out and show the Church what sclf-sacrifice is, and to practico
it to the utinost extent ? 1f yon aro not, what right have you to
demand from others what you are not prepared to practice your-
sclf? Why do you resjuire more solf secrifice from the forcign
missioparies than you do {rom your ministers and other Christian
men and women at home? Begin at home with **self-sacrifice,”

and I am satisfied your missionaries in the foreign field will not.

l1ag {ar behind, The mission ficlds of to-day do not want moro
dead men and graves, but their is an urgent cry from many lands
for consecrated, able-bodied men and women, with a largo share
of common sensc, who are willit g to doand, if nced be, to suffer
for the lovo of Christ and fer the sake of those who aro perishing.
Thank God there aro many auch, who have courage not only to
ait down and talk about self-sacrifice in their own cozy bomo with
friends and dear onea around them, but also show their tiue cour-
age by lesving all these behind and going thumselves to carry out
thear conv.ctious, rather than ask others to carry oat their fine
theories while they continue to practice some hing entirely differ-
ent. Assome onc bas said, *“ the fact that a man gives a few
nicklea every year to Foreign Alissions, or even a doliar or two a
year, or goes to & missionary mecting when it den't rain, or when
ho has no other engagement, does not entitle him to demand his
¢ pound of flesh” in the sufferings and croel expericnces of mis-
sionarics.™

Regarding the *“invidious comparisons™ that are made
‘“between the advantages of the foreign missionaiy and the hcme
massionary, ' the critic should remeiaber that the foreign mission-
ary only recewves that to which heisent tled. Thero is a clear
contract between hum and his supporters, sod tho salary he
reccives s that which the people have promised as their part of
tho contract. If some recive more than they would at home, meay
mare receive infinitely less than they would command at home,
and very few think of that side of the question. Is it notstrange,
howerer, if tho foreign missiorary’s position is so very desirable,
that mar;- more of those who bave remained at home bave not
been mors eager to secure such an advantageous position? How
18 it, that notwithstanding the glowing picturo here presented,
+*gure salary, salary even when off duty, and cravelling expensea
for lumself and family when in need of change,” that our Commit-
tee find such difficulty in getting new candidates for tho Fureign
fields ?

In conclusicn, let mo ask how many of thoss who criticiee
massionatices, think t0 remember them daily at the Throos of
Graco? 1f woarc in earpeat, wo will find time to pray for those
millions who are in beathen darknees, not only a passing thought
and an oocasional prayer, but we will agonizse in prayer oo their
bebalf. 1! wo bad & pumber in our churches who would thu-
pray, eoon all opjost criticism wcold cease, and mors of oar
Chburch members woald reslize their individual responsibdity for
thesr vion share of tho Master's work, and then there would be no
lack of men or means in any department of ths Lord's work.

Jesus is not ashamed of any man becauts ha is weak, or paor, or
humble, or acapised, orblack, or ignorant, Jesus was not ashamed

of a certain poor widow, who had only two mites to cast into the
treasury. lic was not and is not asnamed of ctipples and evea
outocasts, Ho is ashamed only of the man who is eahamod of Him.
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