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Rev. James Stalker, M.A., D.D.

Tus Lirx or 5r, Part—Handbook for Bible Classes,

Tux Forr Mxy, And Other Discoursos. by James
&L:Iker. D.v Torouto. Tho Fleming H. Revell

Tho author of theso volutnes occupics a
uniquo position. To some ho is tho idal
preacher ; to others, the scholarly writer ; and
to others still, the best known patternof what
a hard-working, practics] pastor ought to be.
Hae i3 thus variously regarded by hie brethren
1 the ministry.  The tact is, heisons oi the
best all-round men hiy Church posseses—a
preacher, an author aud an judefatigable
Jastor.

Ho emerged into prominence as pastor of
St. Brycedale Freo Chiureh, Kirkealdy, one of
tho foremost congregations in the denomina.
tion. His work tlicre attracted the attention
of the country, so that his name became s
houschold word.  To mect him taking a walk
through the woods of Raith, as ho loved
to do when ministering in the * Lang toon,”
ono would not sct him down as a celebrity,
Rather below the medium height, and slight.
ly stooped, his head bending forward, his
cyes spectaciad, znd a3 hicad covered with a
low soft felt, his appoarance would not indi.
cato a name and famo such as are his, when
Lo grasps yout hand w & quict, kindly way,
a genial smilo lights tho faco, a fow words
pass, and you have seen and heard enough
to discover a modest, retiring, but a atrong
mav.  And Dr. Stalker is strong in evory es.
sentis),  Tho healthy ring is born of & sound
and vigorous meutal constitution. DBroad.
minded and liberal of viow, he is well ground.
o, and thero can ba no mistaking whers ho
stands on the loadiug questions of the day.
His sympathios aro with tho forward school,
yet ho is trustod by the watchmen on the
tuwers of true-blue doctrine, bocause ho ap.
preciates their scruples aud is caveful not to
offend their susceptibilitica. Ho is popular
with and exercises great influcnco over young
men.  In Rirkealdy the young men of tho
congregation were organized, led and dirocted
by ﬁim to do most admirable work. The
samo may be said of his congregation in Glas-
gow, whero the field is wider and moro difli.
calt. This powe: is strongly felt by that
most critical clasy, tho Scotch student.” The
University and Divinity Hall furnish many
occupants for the pewsof hischurch. On
ono occasion tho Glasgow theological students
asked him to speak to them on preaching.
As an attractive and successful preacher,
he was considered as specially fitted to
impart uscful hints to tho embryo ministers.

{is *‘hints" wero very practicsl, their
esyenco way carcful ¥rc wration, a comnleto
tnastery and study of tho subject. * When
you go to the pulpit, be fully cliarged with
your subject, then—out with it " was his
suwnming up and conclusion. It was aleaf
from his own book of practice. His sermons,
bear cvidenco of patieat and thorough re-
acarch, lie gathers his material carclully, and
when he mounts the rostrum the charged
tnd ands ready and eifective utterance. o
13 by 1o meats a pulpit orutor in tho popular
or any other acase.  His delivery is distinct
and pleaning, but it 1310 tho fresh suggestive-
tess of hie subjoct wmatter, in tho instructive
chatacter of his sermons, and the model
character of their stylo and construction that
hiscliarm as & preacher lics.  His pastoral
wotk ischiaracterisod by methed and activity,
and the many dutics of the miniater are overs
takrn with sceming case.  Volume after vol-
unic have jlaced hLis claims as an authoron n
high plape.  No inferior work can be ch
apainnt him.  This fact i« the maro surprising
that lus books aro largely mado up from
matesial used 10 lin work as a minister.  But
they are not hashed-up, second-hand patnlum,
Every page havits merit, and where a defect
van e pointed out, 1t cannot bo laid at the
door of incapacity or want of thoughtful pro-
aration. s natie is prefixed to these

wke:-—** The Life of Chriat,” ** Life of St.
Taal,” thandtaoks for Bitle classcs) *“ The
Preachierand His Models” ¢ Imago Chritti,”
and ' The Fuur Men.” Two of these, tho last
namad and the ** Lifo of St. Paul," are placed

apeciallyon theCanadisn market at the present
tine.  Both aro admirable books. The *“ Life
of St, Paul,” i3 especially opportune, wheu the
subjoct of thy book forms the subject for the
Satbathschool lesson inthechurches, Teachers
conld not have a moro convenivnt and portable
hand book, containing much information ox-
cellently arranged and accurately steted.
Thero is an absenco of speculation and a con-
formity to facts, but the dry bones are cloth-
ed in vivid language and the story is charm-
ingly told. There is no attempt at great
wark, thoe purpose of the book being to pro-
vido an elementary text book, but thure are
passages which show the broad tuuch of a
master of the smbjeet.  The chapter on the
laco of St. Paui i history is one of the
reshest in the book ; the author gives his
mind licld-rocm and the reader is led from
paragraph  to paragraph through a well-
isuned ittroduction to the point whero the
lifo of tho apoctle begins ; the chapter on a
Picturo of a Paulino Church is probably one
of the most grayhically interesting pictures of
the condition oi the carly Church ever writ.
ten. A fow pages at the end of the book aro
devoted to Hints and Questions for teachers
and students which will bo found of great
servico to those concerned.

The other book, ** The Four Men,” was
noticed in our columns not.very long ago.
The book takes its title from a sermon
preached in the chapel of Yalo University
entitled “The Four Men,” It now forms
the first chapter of the book and is followed
by scrmons on ** Conscience,” ¢ Temptation,”
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preached at Northfield to Mr. Moody's
students; “*The Religion for To.day,”
“Christ and the Wants of Humanity,"”
“Public Spirit,” **The Evidences of Re-.
ligion," aud ‘‘Youthand Age.” Thiscolleetion
of artinons makes good reading, cxceptionally
geod, and each scrmion or chapter being brief
and tersely writter the mind 1s not burdened
with words in gotting at tho kernel of tho
teaching. Itisa book worthy of Dr. Stalker,
and its popularity hasalrcady been well estab
lished.

It ia not our object now to refer to his other
works, all of which aro more ambitious and
claborato thax tho two liero specially noticed.

———

J. A. MiTcnELy, the clever artist and writer
who founded Life. and has conducted it from
the beginning, contributesto the Angust Sorvd-
#er his Impressions of tho World's Fair, under
the titlo ** Types and People at the Fair,”
illustrated by himself and by Charles Howard
Johnson.

OxE of the leading articles of the August
St. Niholas willbo *“Thoe Bovhood of Eiiwg:."
!nlh an a~count of some of the great inventor's
juvenile cxperiments, including his attempt
to batch eggs by aitting on the neat as he hal
seen thrhendold A portrait of Edison when
a by forms the frontiapicee of the number.

Tur Midsammer Holiday Century will con.
tain a briel article on Anders Zomn, the
Swedish painter and etcher, whose work in
tho Swadush departinent of the are exhitit at
the World's Fair isattracting great attention.

Thy same numler will contain a paper on
**Contemporary Japanesu Ar,” by Prof.
Fenolloss, of the Boston Mus um of Art, with
examples of Japauese painting and  sculpture
go_m the Japancte exhibit at tho World's
air.

Hitting the Nail on the Head.

Tug Toronte World must rate tho intelli-
genco of that city very low, judging by the
nanuer in “which it attempts to besmirch
clergymen and others who do not see the
nccewi?‘ of enriching the Streot Car Company
by handing over the Sabbath to ¢nable them
to make money. The World must have a
vastly better idea of its own morals than have
other peoplo, or it would be very carcful about
impugning tho morals, motives and lives of
the best people in tho city, because they do
not accedo to the Strecet Car Company’s de-
mand for this Sunday franchise. Asa gen-
cral thing the clergymen of the city do not
adopttho best tactics; and someof them are not
oracles on public questions, but they all know
what tho circus stylo of Sunday obscrvauce
amounts to, and what its tendencies are.
They can also sco that while some good men
favour Sunday cars, all the immoral classes
favour them. It does not require prepoaderat-
ing ability for any man to notico what side
tho toughs and rounders take on any ques-
tion, and then it is sefo nincty-nine times out
of a hundred, to take the other side. It is
sufficieut in Torontoto notice which side of a
question the World espoures, and then face
about tho other way.—\Vhitby Chronicle.

“Tue most successful e¢vent held in thy
history of the church.” Such was the opinien
ofa very old member of Chalmers' church,
Guelph, who rodo back from tho picnic
grounds in tho midst of a mcrry, laughing,
singing concourse of little ones. =~ The picnic
was heud in Mitchell’s grove, Tucsday alter-
noon. Tho weather was delightfully cool and
pleasant, and the attendanco was unusually
large. The aftermoon’s programme made
amplo provision for the feasting avd enjoy-
ment of old and young. A featuro that vwas
at once popular aud interesting was a series of
foot races, for which acceptable prizes were
given., The pastor, Rov. R. J, M. Glassford,
was in attendance, and this being the firat
opportunity he had of meeting his entiro flock
in a social way, the event was cpecially
gratifying to him.  Tho rev. gentleman has
already cutrenched himself in the Jovo and
esteem of his people, a fact that waz plainly
shown by more than ouv incident on Tucsday
afternoon.  Tho pleasuro seckers returned
homo about 9 o'clock, well pleased, inded,
with tho afterncon’s outing.

A Promp’ Response.

“Cheap rates™ is tho cry of all holiday-
makers, and to their appeal the Canadian
Pacific Ratlway havo respoudad proniptly. As
Chicago will Lo the objectivo point of thous-
ands of teurists this ycar, the Company
announce a specially cheap excurson leavin
Toronto and all points west on Julv 21 anc
22, The trains tor this cxcursion traflic will
consist of selid vestibuled palace sleeping cary,
diving care, drawing-rovin coaches, and sce-
ond-claas llecping cars (an innovation in Can-
adian railway travel and a pronounced success).

Through trains will leave the north sidoof
tho Univn Station at 7.20 a.w. and 7.20 pom.
vh the above dates, and as th's is the first
occasion during the Fair of to cheap s ratoa
large numbcr may be expected to take advan.
tago of it 3 therelore it 18 adviaable to xo uro
bezths carly, which may be done Ly telephon-
ing 149, comwnnicativg by lettr or in jer-
son at 1 Kingatreet cast, The tickets bought
for this excarsion will be available for return
auy timo until and on July 31. It nuay le
added that the Canadian Pacitic Railway claim
their tounst cars, or sevond-clase sloepery ar
surpass anything of the kind running onnival
hinex, and thar clam las ucver fcm dis-

ated.  They must not, however, be con.

oundad with their palaitial sleepirg cars,
which stsnd unrivalled in mailway equip-
uent.
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