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worship where tbcre is no family religion. As an outgrowth of houseliold
piety, prayer beconies a means of -raco-its direct influence is to secure a
blossing. God hiears and answers prayer. It is however more in accordanco
with bis plans and purposes to answer prayer when it is offered in concur-
rence 'with othors. XVc do not, stop to offer rossons for this, we only know
it is so. IlIf two of you shall agrce on eartb as touching any thing that they
shall ask, it shall ho done for thern." If two shall be prevalent, how niuch
more ten or a hundred. 'Without entrenching the least on the sacred duty
of secret prayer, which ail should observe, it is plainly a proinising aet to
unite in prayer where there are only the man and lis wife, and no eildren.
Whon there are children in the household who have been recognized and
sealod as oidren of the covenant and hecirs of promised blessings, and when
ini sucli a household there is agreenient in prayer, we have a condition of
things yot more auspicious.

We do not moan that thero is any special bonefit to bo derived from the
act of praying boforo the bousebold by its bond, unless to somne extent there
bo harniony and agreemont in the meînbers of the household in the prosont-
in& of these spiritual sacrifices. If it ho not the conjoint action of the soveral
mnihers of the liousebold, its powor as united prayer will ho lost. A friond
of the writer, sorne time ago, heing at the bouse of a professod f'ollower of
Christ during, tho hour of~ norning, worship, cxpressed bis surprise that ivhile
botih father and niother seemned to ho engyaged earnestly in devotion, the
son, a young man, sat in bis cbnir niending bis borse's barness, while tho
daughter wns stationed at the table wvashing up the breakfast tbings. If this
wvas prayer iii the fnuiily, it -wns scarcoly fainily prayor.

Things arc- but little botter when the youn-gor inenbers are nover tau-lit
to join in the solema service of the housebold. If' farnuly prayer is what it
sbould ho thore wiil ho concert, iL will ho prevalent because it wiIl bo the
expression of united adorations, thanksgivi ngs, cesos a potitions.

The niembors of every bousohold are more or less implicatod in oach others
sins, hence they sbould ho confesse-d together. They are sharers in oaci
othiers blessing-,s, h once tbey should ho ncknowledgod together.

The wants; of one must ho very much the wants of aIl, in the famnily nil are
moinhers one of another. IlIf one meniber suffers ail the momibers suifer
with it, if* one ho muade -lad ail rejoice with it." How fitting that unitcd
potitions sbould ascend like incense to God.

If thc daily oifering up of concurrent prayer in a fnniuly is bocoming and
benutiful to the viow of mou, it is muoh more so to the great God who bas
foluwed faniily delinquoncios with judgnionts, and declared Il thern that
honour nme i wilI bonour, while tLhoy that despise nie shall ho ightly csteomned."

God doos surely answer fervent prayor, ospecially whou that prayer is
offered hy a united household, tlirough its hend. Soon will it ho found that
the promisod blessing bas corne. Parental instruction will faîl into henrts
prepared fur it. Little hiearts, with ail their -native stubbornness, will yield
to the force o? trutb. The swcot story of the cross will ho cordially hchieved
as soon as undorstood; the forgiveuess of sins ivill ho early enjoyed hecause
sincerely sought; an iudwelling Spirit wilI soon mnauifest hinisoîf by tic
struggle in youug henrts to conquer what is wrong, by iinproved teipors,
and g'rowing love to whnt is pure and holy. Are tie childreu tnughit to
avow thotielves Chiribi's ? The concurrent testimouy o? the Spirit will ho
that they are bis. WVe regard thoso as the direct fruits of faxily religion as
manifcsted in domestie worship.


