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DONSKOI WOOLS.

An Enghsh trade arcular of recent date states that
Donskor wools are being negiected 1n Russia. Donskos
wools have for many years been the chief worsted wools
in the manufacture of American carpets. The condition
which 1s set forth inthe Enghsh trade awrcular is an
unusual one, for this 1s probably the first time 1n a great
many years that has shown an abeence of competition for
these wools. There 1s sumething of a contradiction n the

situation, for this apparent neglect occurs at a time when
the yield of these wools 15 dinimishing. It 1s a weil estab
lished fact that the production of Donsk. wools has shown
a large falling off n recent years. It is unfurtunate that
no reliable statistics are available. Russia the last few
years has turned her attention to them, particularly for
army purposes. Italy has a.so0 come into the market for

them, though she has not by any means Liecome a factor
in the market.

FABRIC PROBABILITIES.

The influence that the fasluons set un the United
States have on both fabnics and make up 1s very well shown
by the course of the retail trade at present. Enghsh
influences are of course felt chiefly in the most expensive
lines, but the larger influence in the market 1s from the
United States. For example we may consider the present
cut and maternials for men s trousers.  The cut is exceed
gly close fitting, and that throughout, while the English
cut at present goes to the opposite extrenuty, except at the
ankles, where a moderately tght fit 1s secured. The
English matenals are checked chiefly and are pronounced
i design, while quiet shades and unobtrusive stripes pre
vail in the United States. This 1s also the fashion at
present 1n Canada very largely, which indirates that we
can study to advantage not only what s at present worn
across the hine, but also what the authortties consider
probable. What bds fair to sell very largely in the Umted
States next season, says the Textile World, 1s a melton
fabric, in weight, heavy enough for both overcoatings and
for smtings  The former should be 2% ta 29 ounces, and
the latter 21 to 22.  The navies are the best colorings to
make, and those which are ulive, that 1s, grayish olive, are
the most desirable, as are also the slate gray and regular
gray mixes. In fact, these are good w any hue of fabrics
the coming season. Coverts will have a large sale, par
ticularly fancy backs, but the competiion will be keen,
and 1in making this fabric 1t would be well to bear 1n mind
the existing hnes, several of which have a firm place in the
market. The fabrics which are the safest to make, are
those vith a nibbed face, where the cord stands up well,
and backed with a bright plaid. These covert fabrics will
meet with compeuition 1n the large number of fabrics
which will be placed on the market contaiming cotton.
While there walt be a large sale of this pgrade, still the
manufacturer who keeps clear of them will do better, tor
in the better grades with less number of hnes, there will be




