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Ix all probability but few will be found
‘1o object {o the assertion that the Eunglish
Janguage as spoken upon this continent is
on the whole less pure than the English
language as spoken in the British Isles.
By this is not meant that the uneducated
wupon this side of the Atlantic take greater
liberties with their mother tonguc than do
their trans-Atlantic brethren, but that
there is not here any general spirit evinced
by the cducated classes going to show

" that they look upon any encroachments
upon the purity of English with a jealous
eye. ‘That such a spirit exists in England
is true, Contrast the American and
Canadian press with the English—and this
is a fair test. The most cursory glance is
sufficient to show the immense inferiority
of the former. It is astonishing to find
how often journals of high repute sin, not
only against rules of gencral elegance and
refinement of diction, but also against
even the commonest tules of grammar.
Many of our most valued United States

cducational periodicals teem with solecisms
which would excite the ridicule of a Bri-
tish provincial daily ncwspaper. Alrcady
the fears of Professor Fowler, as expressed
in the preface of his * English Grammar,”
scem to have been realized. ¢ As our
countrymen,” he says, ‘““arc spreading
westwards across the continent, and are
brought into contact with other races, and
adopt new modecs of thought, there is some
danger that, in the use of their liberty,
they may break loose from the laws of the
English language, and become marked
not only by one, but by a thousand Shib-
boleths.” It would not be difficult, we
think, to show that Professor Fowler's as-
sertion is no hyperbole.

It is facts such as these that lead us to
assert that English as written and spoken
upon this continent is on the whole less
pure than it is in its native iand. Nor
is this a trivial matter.  Correctiiess, not
to say elegance in expression, is very
rightly taken as a test of culture. A man
may possess extraordinary talents, may be
a profound and original thinker, may show
inventive genius of the highest order, but
if he is unable to express himself at least
correctly, he is reputed to he devoid of
much that is included in the word ‘cul-
ture.’  And if a nation exhibits generally
a stmilar misfortune, a like conclusion
must be drawn.

But it is possible to go farther than this
and to say that there is even 2 worse fea.
ture than a mere tendency to looseness of
expression. Not only is there a general
disregard of grammatical accuracy, but not
seldom there is exhibited an impatience,
not to say scorn, of grammatical accuracy,
cven amongst those from whom we might
reasonably expect the very opposite.  For-
tunately, however, this is not wide-spread ;
and already there are cvidences of its sub-
sidence.

The.question is, are we alive to our de-
ficiencies ? If so, what is ourduty? l.et
us quote again from Professor Fowler :—
“ In order tokeep the langusge of 2 nation
one, the leading men in the greater or
smaller communities, the editors of peri-
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odicals, and authors generally, should
exercise the same guardian care over it
which they do over the opinions which 1t
is used to cxpress.” ‘T'o ‘“leading wen,
editors, and authors,” may we not add
teachers? Upon teachers, more, perhaps,
than upon any other class in the commu-
nity, devolves this responsibility. It would

" hardly be asserting too much to say that

it is the teachers who form the language of
the country. It is in youth that modes of
expression are formed ; and it is with the
youth of the country that teachers have to
deal.

How, then, is a remedy to be found?
Once again let us refer to Professor Fow-
ler: * And, for this purpose,” he contin-
ues, ¢ they should be familiar with works
which treat of its analogies and idiows,
that they may understand what are the
laws of normal and ofabnormal growth,and
by their own example and influcnce en-
courage only that which is strictly legiti-
matc.”

It may, of course, be urged that many
of these so-called “ Shibboleths ™ are nat-
ural to the country and, therefore, legiti-
mate. Such an argument would be valid
only if this continent were in possession
of a language peculiarly its own, It falls
to the ground if we hold that the language
spoken and written here is after all and
avowedly that of the mother country.
One proof of this is seen in the fact that
the language of the best American authors
approaches more nearly to the latter
than that of other writers.  And since the
more cducated of this continent shun the
Shibboleths of their less cultured brethren,
this way be taken as an carnest of the
true fecling of the nation on this point.

But again, the vast majority of these
Shibboleths are in reality errors in gram-
mar, and these no arguments can support.
‘That we are not overstating the case it is
only necessary to glance through the list
headed * Common Errors of Speech,”
which will be found on another pagc.
The words and phrases in this list will be
found to contain, alinost without exception,
grammatical faults of the worst description.



