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preached nt the West Dranch of the Bast aud supplying them with those ordinances of|
River, another of these stations, to upwards of which they have so long been deprived.,
e stretiell)s —p— SR —

The Provihcial Fast, Canada.

—

n thousand people—2lr. McLean having con-
ducted divine service in the forenoon, in!
Gaelic. I again preached in the same plncc‘

on Monday, when, l‘:otwizhst‘muling the un-

favourable etnie af the weather, avery eon . o . o L
siderable nomher «ttended, Hera 1 ‘would!, “.u are Y(J:)IICCd m-bt‘l‘tcluqmlt ':".s day 05
pay, is a field well worth vnllivating—m:myJ‘“‘"“]'“t“’" and prayev, t.le \..t 131 t'lmo.]“‘::
Imndreds of our peaple longing for a miniater!VOrY 30"01‘011}: obscrved in this city —placee
from home to come and seftle among them lof business being closed, and services being
For my own part, I ean hardly conceire a conducted in all the Protestam, Churches.
wore uesirable place thun this for one “h".[“ the Jewish Synagogue also, the people
pussessc 1 kiiow ledae, of the Gaclic 110 ussembled. —In the Ronian Cathotic Churches
14 o, WIICiL, howey 3 { s To . . . R
’\cht Branch; and 1’ would ;lere take lhc‘“‘;’ le"ml also that‘ High Mass wa s.ccl%)ri.\\f
liberty of strongly pressing ita claims uponitts 50 that the whole community with an
onr young licentrate2 I do not think that

any one who volunteers to come out here will

have cause to regret lus cho:ce.  Dut this is

only one of the iuportant stations in Pictou

county, wiern a (i .elic-speaking minister

wonld be mos* warmly weleomed ¢ there are,

1 helieve, nt leagt fre or sir other stations.t
whera equaliy Isrgn congregations might be!

collected 3 but 1 confine myself at present to
the narmative of ‘acts wlich cawme utdor iny
vasn personzl observation.

runusunl concord united in observance of the

day.  \We understand that it has been Jike-
wise generally kept in a becoming mauner

the Bible. nor that of experience. Were thes
operations of his providence arended to,it wonld
be scen that in innumerabla instances the course
of ovents was by a supreme invisible ppwer so
directed as to accomplish some great step in the
prugress of human affuits, with which they
seemed 10 have no immediate connection.  Be-

ysudva, the ground which sueh philosuphy as

sumies imsolved the plalusuphical absurdity that
matter could act independemly of intelligence,
or that creatures could exist withoyt the imme-
di te and constant support of Divine power.
Nor could it he conceited hnw the great ends
of the Creator, in giving being to things ani-
mate or inammaie, conld be served amidst the
multplieny of subordinate agencies employed
utless the Almghty Jhmself guided and direcs-
ed al) things.  1f the Bible be recrived au the
Ward of Gad, nota dunht conld be entertained
that Gad ruleth in the kingdoms of men. Its
declarations were clear and explicit. He is

throughout the Province:  We areindebted,
wys the **Presbyterian” to the columusof the
Mont-eal Gazette for the ensuing condense
summary of a powerful discourse delivere
by the Rev. Dr. Mathiesoun on that day.

b

S7. Asprew’s Cnvnct, MoxTrRAL
 1n this church the Rev. A. Mathieson, D.D.,

ytins are by God's command,

the eracions  Author of all blessings. Adver-
sity cometh from Him alone.  Severe dispensa-
When war or
famne or pestilence break in upon a nation, God
sent them forth,  When arrested, it is at the
very time he appointed, and the cessition s
nut brought about by the counsel, or the deci-
jsion, or the encrgies of men, but by the save-

T hai intended staymng i thns guarter for, preached 10 a Jarge® assemblage a YEIY roing fiat of the Yurd God of Hpsiz. ‘The Dj-
some time lonxggr; but the circumstances of jpoweriul and eloquent disconise—as is M3 ;¢ Government being essentially benevulent,
tite people ot Wallace and Pugwash haviag, womi—from the teat Isaiah 58 chap. 6 veree — qch v isitat ons mey prove the most significant

heen argently brougit under my notice by the

¢ G.—ls nut this the fast that 1have cho-!

tokens of mercy and love. Tt is only in the

Rev, alr. Pollock. ot New Glaszow, [ resolv- sen t 1o luuse bands of wickedness, to undoibe]jiale which the Gospel sheds that we can thus

ed to take the very cazliest opportamty of pay-heavy burdens, and to let the uppressed go free contemplate  them,

e them a visit.  Their case is a very me-
fancholy one.  For tie jast fourteen or fifteen

jand that ye break every yoke!
. *7.—Isit not to deal thy b

read to the !mu-h

LTivents may fall out
contrary 1o our expectation, darkness might in
human sight intest the Divine procedure, yet

vears they hate been mtogeiher wilhout a ary, that thou bring the pour that are cast cmun'.l,ere 1sthe most perfect harmony in the vpera-
mimster, recoiving ouly occaswnal sery 1c2ithy house! When thon seest the naked thal.m,ns of Providenec.and Grace. It may be with

from our missionaries  Tuo yearsago. much
to their credut, censidenng the circumstances
m which thev were pleced, they erected a

1 preached, the church was nearly full, andGad tor the sucess of Hler Majesty’s arms mjit was achieved.

thou eover . and thou hide not thy seif from
thine onr flesh.”

some gracious intention that Gud has permiut-

yed the sad disasters which have befallen us. The

The Reverend Doctor, 1 opening, aliuded lives of su many brave raen may be the immense
handsome churcltn tor viiage, capable of 10 therr bewng that day assembled in the house price pard, but, if the result shonld prove the
holding between four ond five hundred. '} 1“—’)‘wl God, in confurmuy with the Royal Proclam- yextension of Christ’s Lingdum over the world,
have aisa, I beheve, tunds m band nearly suf-janon 10 observe the day asa day of general uid the spread of Christian light and libeny
ficient to build n manse  Un thefirst Sabbath jast and bumihation—of prayer to Almlghty:m all mankirtd, how noble the sacrifice by which

If the views of Divine

more wonld have attended had the news of my jihe great strugzie in winch she is engnged for|Guvernment he had enunciated were enrreet,

vrrivn) been more widely spread.  For 2omejine defence of the hiberties of her people and of

t*me past, | imve been viswing the people at

Jthe civilized notions of Buroepe { and tor prayer

if Gud alune is the Ruler of the nations, then
national calamnities are lvud and importv-

|

thewr houses, and have every rgason to believe yar the speedy attunment of an honourable and.nale calls to national humiliation and prayer—to
thut there are the mtenials of a nunerous and|jastng peace. e referred tulus people having | return 10 the alicgiance of Him whose autho-

roepectable congregauon scattered over the
diwstrict.  'Thongh several of the older Gaclic
speaking people are desirousof having a Gaelic

voluntanly assembled fur a similar purpese on
a previous occasion, and expressed his earnest
prayer that the Hearer and Answerer of sup-

nnmster, I beheve the great magonty wonld beyphzatiuns wonld _ graciously histen to their pra-

very willing to receive otie who hinsonly Eng-
hish. Ten miles ulong the shore. to the west
of Wallace, we have another fine new church
in Pugwash, somewhat smaller then the for-
mer. These two locahues, winch promise by

ivers, and with IIis frec Spirit enlarge their
hearts, punfy and chensh those haly and gener-
vus sennments, and that acuive beneficence, in
winch 1le hunself had declared that the accep-
tableness of the Fast consisied.

and bye to be flounshmg willages, together} There are many who laugh toscorn theidea
with several smaller stations, which mght that Gud exercises u constant and immed:ate
easily he established in the more remote parts,control over the affurs uf men, and that every
of the district, wonld afford & wide enough;act, hoth 1 s operanons and consequenees, 1s
field for the cnergies of ap active and enter- determined by Hun. They may, indeed, ac-
pristng missionary, and pregents a sphere of'knmvlcdge that God 1s the Creator, and ina
usefulness secend to none in the colony. certain sense the Governor of the Universe ,
but, nstead of regarding flim as continually
(upholding all things, and by constant and re-
jpeated acts bringing about whatever comes 1o
ipags, they luok to Hun through the medim of
isecond causes, they put fur from them Him in
{whom they hiveand move and have their bemng,
¢ang account for the various phenomena, both
}in the spinitual and matenial world, not as the
'result of his unmediate agency, but 3s the ne-
cessary effects of the constitutional Jaws which
He imposed on all the works of His hands when
He formed them by the word of His power.

Such is a brief outline of my missionary la-
Luurs for the Jast two ur three months.  Mean-
tume Iremain at AV allace, preaching alternately
there and at Pogwash, and visiting the people
Considening the circumstances of our adherents
an this guarter, already sick-tired of waiting
for a sumister frein houe, and in danger. many
of them, yielding to the strong temptation of
Joining other religious bodies, of leaving us
altogether, 1 do not think that my time could
possibly be better employed in the meantime,
than i unmstering to their spiritual wants,

riy they had denied. There cannnt be two
opthions among those, who receive the Serif-
wures as the Word of God, as o the heneficial
tesults of every act of recognition of the Divine
supremacy . and, when life's drama had drawn
to a close, it would be found that the pr:yvers
of the righteons had been of incalculable magni-
:ude as subordinate ageucies.

Christian fasting is more of a spititual than
a bodily exercise ; its effects the practical exer-,
cise of the holy fecling it cherishes. The'
prophet in the text beautifully pourtrays it
Taking, then, the scripture.view of the matter
in thetrying circumstances in which the empire
is placed, is it not a duty to come before the
Lord and ask Hie gracious aid, because that
He, and He alone, can give success tothe
fleets and armies of our sovereign. In times
jof national calamity humiliation is a duty. It
y3s not patrivtic or Christian to shift the respon-
stbilty to others; all are to blame, all ought |
jto be humbled. Public acknowledgement. of
God's “sovereignty is a national duty. What
was the spirit and temper of the national mind'
The fleets went forth in nobler array and high-
er equipment than any that ever before swept
the scas. Men of courage and tried naval skil
commanded them, and the nation ldoked proud:

{
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1 This s the plilosophy of men, but not thatof Iy on. It thanght of Nelson and former gl



