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eternal? Tie mint thit notv conccives'
and plans, and rea-sons, and judges; the
art tlîat now contrives and executes
svhat the niind lias projected, arc but
the faculties of the child acre in the lif'e
ofthe iimiii>rtal mnan. TO Nyvhat altitudes
aud amplitudes they rnay attain, to
ivhiat capacity of expansion and power
of'knoviiîg and doiîîg they Ina> grow
after enturi-ng upon the hercatlter, ive
mnay conjecture wvitlî ehild-wonder, but
ive eau îîot tell, hor even conjecture,
largely, becaiuse our ideas in the present
lifiý are tlie ideas of' the imuiortal in the
infancy of its existence. This touglît
gives an aivftil significati,-e to a state-
ment of Seripture iii retèrcnce to the
moral cliaracter of man wvhen pasging
frori tlîc present stage of' existence ilito
the future. Il Hc tliat is unjust let hizu
be uinjust still; aud lie that is filtby let
hiiîn be filthy still ; and lie tiîat ig right-
cous let 1dmt be riglîteous still; and he
tlîat is lioly let lii be hioly still." Wliat
soleniu suggestiveness iii that word
Ilstillinl this connection ! Il Holy
stll;" " Filthy stili." Each one enter-
ing upon tîat veiled uîibounded future
as lie is, to swvell and expand there in tlîe
beauties of lîoliness or in the deforinities
of' vice. The f'orgiven siniier but a
child saint on earth to risc to the stature
of perfiet înanhood-to Ilknow as hi 1
knowvn," and be fillld with ail the fuI-
ness of God. The iinpenitent sinner to
dilate eternally after bis kind in the
%vider spiiere of' existence, to penetrate
thîe deptlis of wickedness and be filled
with his owvn devices whcre sin uncon-
trollcd and uîiscry uninîtigtited hold
revel and inake havoc aînong thec souls
banishied fbrever froni the presence of
Lord and tlîe glory of bis powcer.

(2.) Thîis brings us to the next con-
sideration. WVe are as 1-littie- children"
ini respect to our knowledge of Gogl and
our relations to God : that i,, in religion
both as to theory and practice. %Ve
are ahl like children, impericctiy coin-
prehend inîg atnd scantily appropriating-
thec grace and truth whieli camne b>'
Jez-us Christ. Wce bave the Bible in
our own language to our îninds revealing
God, Ilis hioliiness, Ilis goodiîess and
traith, Ilis love, His righteousness, I-is
lîeavcn. It is like abigî liglit sîiniîîg
ini a dark place, discIosiný the deathly
nature of sin and beaining on the sin-

ner's Saviour. It is given te be a Il larnp
to our leet and a liglît te our patlî," to
Ilteacli us wlîat ive are to, believe con-
cerning Goîl, and wlîat dluties God re-
qîîirs of isian." Arn! it accojiplislies
ivlîat it is designed to (le, to that

blessed are they tlîat hecar thie word
of God and k-eep it."' But is flot
tic fact that tlie message fron above is
iu our own tongue brouglit dowîî to tlîe
level of' our uinlerstaningi,, itself the
p)reof that tic revelation is iîîcoînplete
antI scant, an adaptation of the divine
trutlî te the capacities of men ? for whiat
huinan tongue eau declare, ivliat lîuînan
inîtellect, wlîat earthly thouglit can take
up and ceiîprelîeud the infinite realities
of' the heuvcîuly, or- tlîe deep tlîings eof
God, even in the comnuicationîs of
Iiiinself lie niakes to us ?

Vie hiave theologies.elaborate treatises
on tlîe doctrines otf fii, and instructive
expository books in thousands. We rend
and ftncy ive knew the truth about God,
ivhien it is ziet tlîat but wlîat mxen have
said about it and what wve eau appre-
hiend of it that wve know. Our Sîxorter
Catechism designed by its coinpilers
I br sucli as are of weaker ea1pacity- ;"'
take up any qnestion in it, tlîink over
it, and sec howv little of' tîxe ultirmate
truth represented by its, ivords yen can.
grasp and assitnulate te yotir intellectual
nature. Tîxese wbo are nîost deeply
versed in hielps-znest given to search
the Scriptures know best lîow little they
know of' the Spiritual essence, of the
mald, simple substance iu flic mest con-
descending and important revealingas.
Wliat is the nature of God-tlie Great
Sum-'enie froin evcrlasting te evrer-
lastingy-Author of ail being-s? What
is God ? Catecliisnî answers, Il A spirit
-infiîite, eternal, unchangeable in H-is
being, Nvisdoin, power, bohiness, justice,
goodness and ti-uth." Wlîat is spirit ?
Sonîething that is not matter. And
wvlat is inatter?ý Wîo has given a satis-
factery ansiver? lVhat is infinite ? WvVat
eterîxal? Ternis to designate that wiih
is ixot bî>unded, lias no cnding nor begin-
ningýr-taîat wlîicb by its very nature is
incomprehiensible te our finite intelli-
gence!t Wlat is beir4, ? whieh we
should beter kiltw, sceing ive possess it ?
It is preciscly that whichi philosophers.
have strivea' te uuderstanul, about whiclî
they have studiedl and promulgated


