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may claim sympathy for this meeting on
far wider grounds than these—namely,
on the ground that all those divisions m
the Presbyterian Church of Scotland
may, it possible, be somehow healed. I
do believe that a movement like that
for which we are met this evening is
calculated more, perhape, than any other
to heal up these differences, and bring
the Churches ther to umited action,
whict, I feel satisfied in my own mind,
would tend more than anything clse
could well do to the uplifting of our
countrymen, and most cspecially the
uplifting of the masses in our great
towns of Scotland. (Applause.) Tt is
not for me, however, to bring the ques-
tion before you except in its very gene-
ral aspeet, but I ventare to say that this
movement is, I believe, destined to go
on, to grow from the peint at which it
has arrived now until we bring the
whole people of Scotland to the one un-
animous opinion that the Presbyterian
«Church in Scotland is the Church
of Scotland, and that, however muck
we may be divided now, our interests
-are one and the same throughout. (Ap-
‘plause.) And, speaking as a citizen of
lasgow, 1 feel that we want now, more
than we ever did in this city or in Scot-
land, something of a territorial supervi-
siom of our people—that there shall be
no claes left unlooked aﬂelr, that we shall
not hawve masses of e growing u

an.und us of whom we inow notb?ng.g

Mr. A. Orr Ewing, M. P., moved the
first resolution, and said what made him
come forward on the occasion was that
he had heard it alleged that the move-
ment was a clerical one; and that he
felt it his duty “ as a layman. and as a
most ardent admirer and member of the
Church of Scotland,” to do his best to re-
butso stupid astatement. He showed that
patronage had been the cause of all the
conriderable secessions from the Church ;
and that apart from that one source, the
churches that had dissented from her had
had much more trouble with the Civil
Courts.than ever she had, while they were
also much more given to subdivision
among themselves. Col. Campbell, of
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Blythswood, seconded the resolution,
cause * he was sure that if carried |
effect it would be a means of sustai
the Church of Scotland which he su
ly loved,” and the Rev. Dr. Gill,
Inchinnan, ¢ thirded” it in a mox
quent speech.  He said truly that it
present agitation was clerical, it
certainly the most unselfish enter
ever cntered on.

Mr. James Baird, of Auchmeidj
next moved *that there should
measure passed that would give
Communicants in each parish a pre
ing voice in the selection of their wy
ter.” ¢ He could not state the tem
the measure which was to be pro
as a substitute for patronage; bu
might state generaliy that a board sk
be elected in everi parish ; that
persons should Le clected in ever
?egation that came under the

wo-thirds of that board were t
elected by the congregation, and
third by the heritors. One-third of
board elected by the congregation w
retire annually, and they might d
be re-elected, or others might be ¢l
in their stead. Those elected by
heritors were to remain longer iu o
He hoped the very election of this
would in itself do good. It would
the congregation together once a
and would pat an end to that deal
and stagnation that so prevailed in
parishes about Church matters.”

Professor Charteris, in seconding
resolution, repadiated the idea that
men not Communicants of the
were worthy to appoint its minis
and bhe rebuked those unchristian
acters, who would fain irterfere wi
progress or reforms of any Chu
Christ ; and sketched broadly and v
ously the ecclesiastical arrange
that would yet, he hoped, be m
Scotland.

He said: “ At an Edinburgh m
about Church-rates the other
minister, who cultivates the repu
of a genial and kindly maa, spoke
Church of 8cotland as a drowning



