
LORD RUSSELL OP KILLO WEN

one of Englancl's greatest judges and one of the best known
mnen of recent clays has passed of~f tfie scene. Lord Chief justice
Rýussell clied after a short illness on the ioth ulto. An obituary
notice, giving the principal incidents in his lîfe, appears irn another
place.

The Times introduces an interesting sketch of bis life and
career by saying IlA great judge, the forernost advocate of his.
tume and a striking figure in English society, lias disappeared froni
aniong us wvith startling suddenness." As an advocate, as a judge
and as a citizen lie had a personality aIl his own. In bis capacity
as an aelvocate lie had rnany marked characteristics. In the
examination of hostile witnesses it is said that hie bas had no
equal in the present century, with possibly the exception of Lord
Brampton, better known as Sir Henry Hawkins. This power %vas
recognized as one of the ctWef factors of his success at the Bar,
and may best be illustrated by his demolition of the evidence of
Pigott in the Parnell Commission. Another feature %vas the
character of bis addresses. Eloquent hie certainly wvas, though
hie did flot dcpend upon eloquence, but rather upon a careful
and masterly tna-.shalling of bis facts and a clear, logical and
forcible -. presentation of then. In bis address before the,
Parnell Commission, (Sir James H-annen presiding), which
%Nas said to be equal to somne of the greatest efforts of Erskine,
both characterîstics were brought out. And we may here recaîl
the incident that Sir James Hannen at the close of this address
wrote to Sir Charles on a slip of paper, "A great speech wvorthy
of a great occasion." Though gifted witli unsurpassed quick-
ness of compreliension, hie relied nîainly on bard work and an
inidefatigable study of details, wbilst at the sanie tume hie
plunged into every case entrusted to hi with unexceiled earnest-
ness and vigor. But after ail it Ivas bis industrious preparat;on of
his cases more than lis eloquence, bis nervous energy and his,
splendid physique that brouglit hin success. Combined with all
this was a treniendous power of concentration which enabled hl
to give to his clients the best that was in him, and li., never spared
hiniself.

As to hMl judicial qualifications lie had a rare power of getting
at truth with an utiequalled thoroughness in the investigation of

- -~'--~,-

È

*ýî~

A,

479Lord Rsusseti oj Kitowen. 7


