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ing, but it is equally a duty to give
strength to the. mee'ting. This effot
may lie only the earnest, honest at-
tëmpt te lift one's own spirit te a higher
plane during the meeting, and a loving
initerchange of thought and feeling
afterwards. But in very rnany cases
-ih the majority of cases-1 think the
duty goes farther and reaches the dut>'
of public utterance. This dut>' we
ihould recoknize and prepare for. The
sýaying that a silent meeting is the best
is ofte'n merely formai. No doulit it
may be satisfactory te a few, but 1 have
.questioned a great many for an honest
opinion in this matter, and almost ini-
variablv flnd that Friends féet the
mýeeting te have been better and more
helpful if some true words had been
sppken. Now, there is bardly oee
arnong us te whom, true words do flot
corne at one time or another, 'and it is
the dut>' cf ever>' ene te net eni>' pre-
pare foi sncb messages, but te strive
for them. Again there is a great deal
cf fermalisrn irn connection with the.
idea cf the inspiration cf the ministry.
WVe mnust recogni;zc that our thoughts
and ideas corne te us from the Al
Father, but se do our friends, our food,
our clothing. Ever>' goQd gift corneth
from above, yet we know that we must
strive for them, and the most earnest
striving brings the greatest results.
Even se with ideas arid'ideals. We
oust reach up foi themn and pur own
strength mnust be used in d rawing cur-
selves up te them. 'v'e -must wrestle,
like Jacob, for our blessings, and cannot
ebtain themn without the btruggle.
God's gift of high tbought and purpose
is ne special and inhaculous gift, but
are te be ebtained b) striving. And
this is aise true cf Ged. s gift of expres-
sien cf ideas. It can :ie won. hy effort,
gréater ini some cases ar. d less in ot hers,
bbt'atways b>' effort. To this duty sq
much neglected, I caL the Young.
Friends. I ask yen te, frown down and
ignore the idea that any zniraculous
call ân>' supernatural leadin.tg, is requir-
ed in this dutii more than in ethe 1r
duiies. -Te see the need: is à call te

supp>' the need and a cail te suply it,
rightly. For simply te speak is net,
e nough. It is our duly to supply a.
need for inspiratýon net for «gr4s, se,
that in addition te the duty ' f' struggleý
for a message and for utterance on the
part ef those who reailly hav.e a message
is the dut>' cf struggle against expres-
sion when such expression bas becomne
a habit merc>'.

In the business meetings and cern-
mittees as, iudeed, everywhere, the
duty cf X"outg Friends is first te atten,>
themn and secondly te, make them worth'
atteuding. In order te bring about
the first resuit, the meeting must be
held at such times as are convenient
for ail without interfering with regulaýr,
duties. In the -cities this is usually in
the evening, and in the country it i.
usually after meeting. The First-4ay,
Scbool can well afford te give way one
day in four, if by the sacr 'ifice we can
make it possible for ail cf our members,
te attend the business meeétings. Many
a time the reproach cf neglecting busi-
ness meetings, and leaving them te a
few DA Friends, is addressed te the
Young Friends when the tîme at which
it is held bas been, for most cf them,
bought and paid for b>' an employer,
and it would be dishonesty toï leave»
their work. The change cf time can
nearly always lie accomplished if YQUng
Friends request it, as the experience of
varjous cf our most active meetings.
shows. Secoudl>', I bave said, the
business meetings must be made worth
attending. The>' must be rescued from
Iormalismn. In very man>' cases the
clerk could as weIl ipake eut the record
cf the meetin~g witbout the effort cf
holding it, and in such cases I sée no'
reasen why we sbould complain if thxe
clerk is allowed te de it under theob
servation cf a few whose time iý' ît tir,
easy disposai. Please de net mpmýuçm-.
derstand me te sa>' that this is ihe qrsé
with aill or evez) with nicst cf our bu-si-'
ness meetings, but the>' are b' rio
rnçans rare. If it is queries, the ap-

weyu igt in mari> cases bé sfefyReà-
irnd pri'nted -with the questionis. f'
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