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NATURAL HISTORY,

YHE LYRE-BIRD; OR, SUPERD MENURA,

New Holland, which affords so richa
-harvest to the student of nature, and which
produces the most singular and anomalous
beings with which we are at present ac-
yuainted, is the native country of this rare
end beputiful bird, the habits and manuers
of which are yet but little known. Cou-
sidered by many naturalists as allied to the
~pordisew, or birds of paradise, itexhibitsin
«.1ta genaral form, and especially in the fizure,
ofits large elongated nails, which ave evi-
. dently adupted for seratching up the soil,a
certain degree of approximation to the gal-
linaceous tribe, to which others are inclined
toreferit; but there is, however, a group
of-ground thruskes as they are expressively
-called, to wiuch, in the characters of the
plumage and i habits, 1t would appear, we
sthink, to be stll nearer related.
Dr. Shaw, in his account of the manners
of the superb menura, says, ¢ At the emly
. part of the morning it hegins singing, having
{as is reportéd) a very fine natural note;
eud gradually ascending some rocky emi-
nence, seratches up the ground in the manner
of some éf the pheasant tribe, elevating its
tail, and at intervals imitating the notes of
every other bird within hearing ; and after
baving continued this exercise for about two
hours, again descends into the valleys, or
lower grounds.” This nccount has been
confirmed to us by the testimony ofa gen-
tleman, who, doring his residence in New
Holland, took particular paius to investigate
its maurers and habits : he describes the
menura as being very shy and recluse, and
consequently not easy to be observed, Iis
own notes are rich and melodious, and it
imitates those of other birds with admirable
tact and exccution; these powers of melo-
dy are the more remarkable, as connected
with its size and rasorial habits, for the
vaice both of the birds of paradise and of

manners, very little has come to our know-
ledge. 1t will cceasionally perch on trees,
but for the most part is found ou the gronnd,
having the mauners of cur poultry, asis
manifest from observing the ends of the
claws, which in most specimens arc much
blunted.” Like many other desidarata to
the naturalist from New Holland, tis cun-
ous bird has never been brought alive to
Europe.

Insize, the menura, is about equal toa
pheasant. Its general plumage is of a dull
brown, inclining to rufous on the quill-
feathers ; the tail, which is much loager
than the body, consists of feathers so arrang-
ed, and of such different sorts, us to form,
when elevated, a figure bearing no unap
resemblance to an aucient Iyre,
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CUARLES VON LINN EUS.

Charles von, Linuaas, or Linne, a cele-
brated uaturalist, was the son of a clergy-
man, and born at Roeshult, m the province
of Smaland in sweden,1n 1707. He studied
physic at Leyden, and in 1785 took his
doctor’s degree in that fuculty, after which
he settled at Stockholm, At the age of 34
he was appointed prolessor of r';hysic and
botany in the university of Upsal, Ile
alco became physician to the king, who
created him a knight of the polar star, and
conferred on him a pension with a patent
nobility. He was the founder and first
president of the academy of Stockfiolm, and
amember of several foreign societies. Lin-
naus travelled into Norway, Dalecarlia,
Desert Lapland, Germany, Holland, Franee,
and England, in-eager pursuit of his favourite
science. In this country he was greatly
noticed by our mest famous naturalists, and
brought a letter of introduction to sir Hans
Sloane from Boerhanve. He invented 2
new method of dividing plants into classes,
and he exiended the same toanimals, He
died in 1778. His son Charles Linneus
was professor of med. :ive at Upsal, and died
i 1783, aged 45; he was the last of the
family, -

A liar is a hector towards God, and a
coward towards man,
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About twenty years ago there lived a sin-

gular gentleman in the ofd Hell among the
Lim Trees. e wasabout three score years
of age, very rich, and somewhat 0dd in many
of his habits, but for generosity and bene~
volence he had no equal. .

His dress was as old fashioned as his
habits. He wore a cocked hat, rickly ems
broidered, u waistcoat reaching neatly to h?l}
knees, and his shoes came up ahnost to his
ancles. Nopoor cottager stood in need of
comforts which he was ¢t ready to supplyy
no sick man or woman languished for want:
of his assistance, and not even a beggar,
unless a known impostor, went empty handed
from the Hall. -

V' The sick ho sooth’d, the hungry fed,
Bade earo and sorroy fiy, '
And loved 1o rso the downcast head
Of iricndlesy poveriy.

Now it happened that the old gentlemas-
wanted a boy to wait upon him at {able, and-
to attend to himin different ways, for be wae
very fond of young people. But much ds
he liked the society of the young, he had
a great aversion to that curiosily in whick
many young people sreapt toindulge. He
used to say, ¢ The boy wheo will peepintoa
drawer will be tempted to take sométhing
outofit, and he who will slenlapenny~in
his youth will steal 2 pound in his map-
hood.” e

"This disposition to repress evil,as well as
to encourage good conduct, formed a part
of his character, for though of a cheerful
temper, and not given to severity, he never
would pass over a fauls. till it was acknow-
ledged and repented of,

§o svoner was it known that {he old
gentleman was in want of a servant, than
twenty applieatioas were made for the situ-
ation ; but had there been forty, no one
would have been engaged until he bed
undergone a trial, for a boy with a curiouy, .
prying disposition the old gentleman woutld
not engage. It as ou a Blonday moming
that seven lads, drestin their Sunday clothes,
with faces as brightas cherry-cheeked ap
ples, made their appearance st the Haﬁ:
each of them desirous to obtain thesituation
they applied for, Now the old gedglemad,
beiug of a singulardisposition, had ptepasell
& room in such & way that, if any of the.



