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THE BOOK 0F BOOKS.

A British editor recently invited a number of eminent ]iterary men to,
communicato to, tise public through tise columns of hie journal their answer
te, the question, w]sat books have influenced them. Their replies are now
gathered into il volume, and iýt is interesting to, sec, amid ail the diversity of
personal, exporience how large a share thse Bible lias lad in directing the
current of their life thought8. Some of them indeed, in the very brief
enumeration of books, inaku no mention of the Scriptures; though sudh men
as Mr. Ruskin and Mr. Gladstone would net be und 'erstood as putting any
slight upon the Bible by any such omission, which may have seemned to thein
a sucre matter cf course. Tîse tostimony cf others, howvever, may Weil be
recordeci here, in opposition te the view that the Bible je losing its hold upon
thinking nsinds.

Robert Louis Stevenson, speaking cf a certain poriod cf hie lif e, Bays
Tho next bock, in thse order cf tisse, te, influence nie, was thse N.aow Testament,
and in particular tise G~ospel aceording te St. Matthew. I believe it would
state and move any one if 17ey ccx 1d make a certain effort cf imagination
and read it freshly like a bock, rot drouingl and duliy like a portion cf thse
Bible.

Mr. E. Rider Haggard closes hie paper wivth theL.e words :-There je one
immortal work that moves me stili more-a wc>rk that utters ail tIse wor]d's
yearning anguieli and disillusicnesmnt in one sorroiv-laden ana bitter cry, and
whosc stately music thrilis like tIse voice cf pince heard in thse darkness cf a
midnight gale ; and that is, the bock cf Ecciesiastes.

I'rofessur John Stuart Bînekrie, cf Edinburgh, says :-For inyself, I
strongnly feel that thse two ycars that, in the thrcshold cf full-grown life, I
spont in Gottingen, in Berlin, in Rome and N~aples, and thse Central Appenines,
under thse powerful stimulus cf new places a-. -' iw faces, did more ft enlarge
my ideas, ividen my sympathies, and purify sny ideal cf humanity, than ail
thse bocks that 1 ever read except one, and that one was thse Bible. To this
B.ok I am indebtod for the greateet blesing that can happen to, a young
man at hie ârst launch out cf beyheod intu youth, viz.: tIse flrm grip svhich
it gave nme cf tIse grand significance cf human nature whien truc te its higheet
inspirations. I was net more than fifteen ycars e]d when I was sneved te,
adopt the ideal ethies cf the Gospel as my test cf sentiment and my standard
cf conduet; and te, this I adhered steadily tlsenceforward, juet as a young
seansan would stick te, hie coxnpass and te hie chart, and a young pedestrian
te hie map cf an unknowni country. This early intimacy with thse beet cf
bocks (net a more Sunday acknowlIedgment, but a living dedication cf the
life), kept me froc frein tise power cf those youthful lusts, againet which
St. Paul wayne Timothy, and which, if net kept under, have a fatal tendoncy
te, taint the blood, and te duli tIse nerve cf the moral nature in mian. Te
this Bock, ana secially te, this epietie, 1 here, deii.ghit. conf oss xy obliga-
tiens as te no otîser influence in the shape of printed papor.

In discuesing tise question proposed te him, Dr. Mâarcus Lods enys:
What-specie cf influence are ive in search cf? Thse writings in wvIicii
Stb. Paul disontanglod a spiritual and universal religion from tIse wrappings1
in "which Judaisrm and incipient Gnceticiemn would have cenfined and buried
Chrietianity; thse discourses and eayings cf env Lord Hinisoîf, wlsich flasised
endlese light tisrough the darkness w]sich had Isung around tise unseen
Father; tise great bequet cf the cld warld, tise histories and prophecies
and pealmes wlsici build up a background cengenial te tIse Christian faitis;
are tîsese te be epeken of, these, deopeet of ail influences, or are we te, accept
thons as tise atmospheve essential te lifo, ana whicls belonge te, ne one mass
mocre tIsai toeovery etiser?7

Dr. Josophi Parkor writes as folews: It may sonda as somaewlat
singular if 1 say in seber truth that tIse bock which has influencod me mccc


