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1 think it ie not necessary for nme to apologize here for putting a somewha.
limnited construction upon these words. No doubt, more i3 intended here,
the words wiIi carry more than the application which 1 ara about to ernploy.
1 amn not forgetful of the trutli of wvhich, we have already been rexninded in
our prayer, that ail God's works praise Him in ail partc of Hia dominion.
One would be blind and deaf, indeed, could one pass through this golden
May day and reach this evening, carelese of that lesson which God ie ever
teaching us, on the right hand and on the lef t. It ie glorious to listen to, the
veice of God in nature, it is glorious, to look upon bis handiwork, but, after
ait, the Lord Jesus (Chrisit, by the triple quotatien front seripture, by the un-
swerving confidence vith whichi he takes hie position upon the word cf God,and
by the absolute assurance ith which, he iilds this eword, seeme to warrant
us in using the words which lie emplcys ini the narrowor application cf the
Bible.. as il lies; before us to-night ; and, doing se, 1 would ask you te notice
that there are throe things whicli can be loarned. First cf alil, 1 find hore
suggested the nature cf revelation. It ie called in this passage £Lthe word of
God.1" Now, brethren, is that net the peculiarity cf the Bible ? It is, in a
sense which je sacred te iteelf, God's word. It ie more te us than any paper
or print can be, juet as the poor, thorny accacia in the wildernoss wvae more
than a shrub or bush to Moses, because it burned and blazed with the
Divine presence that was in it. God's voice je ricard between the covers of
this book as it le net heard in any hymn that we sing, or in any theological
treatise over which we pore, or in any sermon te which we listen. Inthle
Monastery Library et Erfurt Maltin Luther took down the Bible, on which
the duet of many years had gathered, and wheÀ ho opened out its pages it
was not the Bible alone that Luther found. Luther found God. He, as traly
as tho patriarch, miglit have eaid,", Surely the Lord is in this place." Churches
and creede and ceremoniais, whatover their office, whatever their power, inay
hinder sometimes, rather than help, the anxious enquirer seeking for God,
but lot hua, open thie book, and it je God's Law that uttere forth its voice, it
is God's Light that ie shed abroad, it je God's Liove that thrills and
pleade. As one of the great Scottieli preachers cf tho last century said svhen
he recailed the brighit experience in the day-dawn cf hie ewn Christian hietory
IlThat which gave me sueh contfort was the discovery cf the Lord as revealed
iii Rie Word." .1 say then it is for us te Iay emphasis upon this trujh, the
nature cf revelation je that it je the Word cf God.

Then for another thinz,-I find here the method cf revelation. I t is
written. " Here you have something that ie external, external te our inuer
conscicuenese, external te the light cf reason, external te the transient changes
cf fashion and feeling and opinions. Oan we be sufficiently thankful tlîis
ovening that these words, IlIt je written," describe for us tie method of God's
revelation te mnin the Hriptures? Ia the course cf these eighteen centu ries,
it le wonderful for us to recollect how Christiauity lias beconie the moulding I
power cf the civilized -world. It has taugrht us a sweet humanity, it lias
strioken the shackles f romt the limbe cf the slave, it has stooped down te
wipe the tear froni the eye cf the dieconsolate, it has eievated woman te lier

right and true place among the werke cf the Creator, it lias adjusted the
dlaims of man upon man, and ef nation upon nation,the world ever. But it lias
done more than ail this,for it lias rovealed te us God's mnercy in Christ, and lias
givea te us a good hope througyh grace cf everlasting life in Jesus Christ, Our
Lord. Now lot ail this become more tradition, lot it float te and fro' upon
the restlese billowi cf evory restless age, how long wouid it ho, before this
revolation cf God's word and cf God's will te man would become corrupt and
changed, cenfused and perhape absohxteiy destroyod ? In the fact that God's
word je written 1 find the assurance cf permanence and tlio assurance of
purity and the assurance cf integrity which fill my heart; with gratitude for
the work cf the Bible Society in this country.

Then 1 would further .rexark that not ouly the nature and the method cf
revelation, but aise ite purpose is suggested te up here. "lHo answerod ana


