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the, family will live peacefully and harmoniously during the
coming year.

Returningc. to our own hemisphere let us visit Peru. flere,
also -we find joy and good-ivill. The door of every household is
opened to wbiomsoever May wish to enter, and if a foreigner or
a strianger should partake of the hospitality, double attention
is paid to liim. On Christmas eve processions are formed-all
ranks of people, mionks and soldiers swell the numbers. In the
eentre, a statue of the Madonna, bearing in her arms the Il-oly
Cliild is carried. The enjoyment lasts tili twelve, when al
enter the churches to hear xnidniglit mass.

In the Tnited States and Canada, Christmas is regarded as
thie da*I, of the year. Friends, -%vho have not seen one anotber for
mnany years, exchiange gifts and greetings. For weekcs before
the festival, flic mails are choked with letters, cards and parcels.
Some are of the opinion that tlue people are spoiling thie Christ-
mas spirit byr sendirig so inany gifts, but happily thýey are few
and far between. Our watchword shi uld always be:

Christmnas comee but once iii a year
Let's be merry and of good cheer.

At the present day, Christmas, througbont the entire
Christian -world, is the holiday specially set apart, on -which ail
classes of sociely must rejoice. In centurie& gone by, it -was
often narked -%vith shanieful revels and debancheries, but todlay,
Muost of the unpleasa'nt features have disappeared and innocent
amusements and pastines are indulged, in by all. In the morning
of the day, the faitbful attend their respective churches, to adore
the C'hild-Redeemer and to, offer tbaunksgiving to God for bis
bnunties. Returning froin the performance of their religious
dut;es. the famuly gather around the Christmas table. It is last
Christmas since many bhave been honie-it is the single day in
thle year that ail the chairs round the festive-board are lllled.
Fond memnories of the past fioat bick again. flapp;ness is
niarlze.d on every visagre and it is the fervent prayer thiat next
Clistrna% ail inay once ag-ain celebrate the joyous festival,
under the parental roof. Ilarmnony and peace hold sway, and
one cannot lielp but recail the message of the angels to the

slirlercs-Gloiain excelsis Dec; et in terra pax hominibus
bonS voluDtatis."

J. A. T£LLoN-, '14.


