220

THE RURAL CANADIAN.

HORSES AND CATTLE.
HEREFORDS—~I517. 188f—-4 CONTRAST.

Two striking pictures are shown herewith.
Looking irto a book that was printed sisty-seven
yeurs ago, wo found on its frontispicco a finely-
oxecuted ongraving of one of the best Herefords
of that day. Tho iuterest is heightened by the
comparison of this animal with the one below,
sketched from o Hereford of to-day. It would
not be easy to better illustrate the marked im-
provement that
heas beon made
within two-tbirds
of a century. The
book from which
we produce the
first portrait is en-
titled “ The Codo
of Agriculture,”
by Rt Ion. Sir
John Sinclair,
Bart., founder of
the British Doard
of Agriculture.
This ¢ Code”* was
published in Eng-
land in 1817, aed
in the following
year it was repro-
duced in America.
The eccond en-
graving shows the
bull Sir Garnett,

among tho leading beef breeds: ¢ Though it is
oxtremely desirable to bring the shepo of cattle
to as muoh porfection ns pussible, yet profit ana
utility ought not to be snorificed for mere boauty,
which may pleaso the eye, but will not fill the
pocket; and which, depending much upon caprico,
must be often changing. In regard to form,
the most experienced breeders of this day (1817)
concur ia this: 1. That the form or shapo should
be compact, so that no part of the animal should
bo disproportioned to the other; and the whole
be distingnished by & general fullness and rotund-

imported from
England, and now
in the herd of C.
K. Parmelee. In
this mode) animal
tho greatly in-
creased depth of
the body, the bet-
ter clothing of the
legs and the shoul-
der with iesh, the
shortening of the
neck and broaden-
ing of the back,
and the general
rounding out of
the form, arechar-
acteristics especi-
ally noteworthy.
The more placid
expression of the
modern bull as
compared with
that of the bull of 4%
1817, may be o
some exfent due,!.
to the skill of the ' !’ % "
artist whe bas':
prlaced on the

block a true like-

ness of a typical Hereford of 1884, showing not ity of shape.
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1HE REPRESENTATIVE BEREFORD OF 1817,
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THE REPRESENTATIVE HEREFORD OF 18&84.

2. That the chest should be
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ought to possess. The form must likewiso be
guoh &8 to contain tho greatest possible propor-
tion of the finor, compared to the coarser and loss
valuabla parts of the animal.  This, by selection,
may bo attained; and thus the wishes of the
commoner may be gratified.

“Thoe form of animals has fortunatoly attracted
the attention of an eminent surgeon (Honry
Cline, Esq., of London) the snbstanco of whose
doctrines are: 1. That tho external form is only
an indication of the internal structure. 2. That
the lungs of an animal is tho first object to bo
attended to, for
on their size and
soundness the
bealth and
strength  of the
animal princi- !
pally depend. 8.
That the oxternal
indication of the
size of the lungs,
are tho form and
sizo of the chest,
and its breadth in
particular. 4,
that th'e head
should ba small,
as by this the
birth is facilitated
—as it affords
other advantages
in feeding, efc.—
and as it generally
indicates that the
animal is of a good
brced. 5. That
the length of the
neck should be in
proportion to the
size of the animal
that it may collect
its food with eace;
and 6. That the
7 muscles and ten-
dons should be
large, by which
an animal is en-
abled to travel
with greater facil-
ity.

«The most de-
sirable properties
oflivestock in gen-
eral, may be con-
sidered under the
following heads:
1. size; 2. form;
3. early maturity;
4. hardiness ¢f
consitution, an
5. prolific quality:
to which may be
added, with regard
to those sorts
which are destined for food: 6, a tendency to

the form alone, but the colour-marking which broad ; for no animal whose chest is parrow can
forms so plain a distinguishing characteristic of easily bo made fat. 8. That the carcass shonld
the breed.  The horns of the Hercfords arc gen- + be deep and straight. 4. That the belly shonld
enally rather strong, at. a first glance giving a be of moderato sizo; when it is more capacious
somcewhat coarse appearanco of the head, com- than common in younger animals, it shows a
parcd with these of other pure breeds, notably discased state, and in older oncs it is considered
the Shorthorns. The following gquotation from & proof that the aniwal will not return in flesh,
the Code of Agricalture will be of interest, since , iu milk, or in labour, the value of the extra quan-
it places clearly before the reader the prineiples | tity of food which it consumes; and 5. That the | eight days. Tho corner teoth-make their appesr-
of breeding announced in 1817, which have ' head, the bones and other parts of inferior valuo, | ance when the foal is cight months, and theselat-
brought the Herefords into thoir present excellent ! shonld bo as small as is consistent with strength, | ter attain the height of the front teeth at the age
fo_rm,_ gmng to them their honourable position . and with the other properties which the animal ! of a yeax, Thet{wo-year-old has the kernel—the

grow; 7. a disposition to fatten, and 8. lightness
of offal.”

HOW TO TELL 4 HNMRSE'S AGE.

The foal is born with twelve grinders. When
four front tecth havo made their appesrance, tho
colt is twelve days old ; and when tho next four
assert themselves its age will be about twenty-
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