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TWO AND TWO

BY ]5EV. THOMAS NAT'rRESS.

Tie first time men were ever sent upon
a Christian mission tbey were sent by our
Lord in person, IIby two and two." It was
the twetve aposttes wbo were sent. Again
the second time men were sent upon a
Christian mission tbey were sent by our
Lord in person, Iltwo and two." It was the
seventy disciples wbo were sent. In these
two first instances we bave an act o? Christ's
ittustrating wbat we are disposed to cail,
the economy o? assoclating ministers of the
gospel two by two. Added to these we bave
the practice o? the aposttes, who are found
to bave associated themsetves two by two
for the preacbing o? the gospel, especiatty
when tbey entered upon some new or im-
portant part of their great mission o? evange-
lization. Peter and John were associated
together. Paul and Barnabas were associat-
ed, and afterwards Paul and Silas. There
are exceptioDs recorded ; Pbilip went atone
to Samaria, Peter to the Gentiles, and Paul to
Macedonia. But even the vigorous and self-
containcd Paul had already acknowtedged
the economic principte enipbasizcd by the
Lord himset?. And again, afterward, Paul
seelus and finds companionship in Timothy,
who was in a manDer to be bis successor,
both when they were Dot actuatly associated
in person, and alsza when they werc 50 as-
sociated.

In modern times we have the practice of
the Church of England and the Methodist
Churcb ln the same matter of associating
ministers two by two ; as minister in charge
and bis assistant in the latter Instance, and
rector and curate in the former. We ask
why did these two great branches o? the
Churcb, and- also the Roman Catbotic
Church, do this, and wby do tbcy do it ?
The answer comes: Because tbey have
?ound and do know the practice to be an
economic one. Why do individuat congre-
gations among ourselves do the same? For
the same reason. There is advantage in the
practice.

It may be questioned wbetber the ad-
vantages derivabte have been futt appreciat-
ed, or the circumstances under wbich there
would be advantage wett considered. The
beneifits realized by ministers going two by
two ou missionary tours througb the pro-
virce o? Honan in China to-day is no more
the mere companionship tbey afford each
other than it was when similar missionary
tours were taken tbrougb Syria some nine-
teen centuries ago. That would be ooly a
setfish motive for association. But wbat is
almed at now, as then, is the coserving and
concentrating o? energy, the increase o?
persuasive power, and the enhancing o? ne-
sults. Let us suppose a case or two. Here
we bave two men assoclated in the pastoral
charge o? a congregation, wbo are atike in
sympathies generatly. One will in ait pro-
babilty be the other's senior, botb in years,
expeience and rlpened judgment, whitst the
other bas the advantage of youth and phy.
sical vigor. In another case we have two
men associated together who difier vastly in
that the one bas great mental acumen, but

the apostolc practice, instituted by Christ,
would ensure them. Tbey want sometimes
to lean upon another wbo cao sympathise
and counset because he shares the same
labor, among tbe same people, amid the
same encouragements and discouragements,
and knows that be Is himsctf often cast
down wben we are strong. It is not the
mere sympathy of man for man that is
necessarv. It is a kind of spiritual kinsbip
-a kinsbip in weakness, in strengtb, and in
intercst, that would naturatly be engendered
by the associating of men together *"two
and two " for the purpose of preachil2g the
gospel, and wbicb must have made it cx-
ceedingly bard for Paul and Barnabas to
part company at Antiocb.

Were it made the practice of the Church
again thus to assoclate ber ministers two by
two, there are results of a very desirable sort
that might be contemplated 'as quite witbin
tbe range of tbe possible, if indeed they
might flot be considered probable. Among
tbem is the reduction of the number of
ministerial charges. For flot only would
two men so associated do the usuat work of
two men, but tbey woutd be in a position to
accomplish more tban two men could accom-
plish each taboring by bimself. Wbat bas
been said tbus far in the pursuit of the sub-
jcct bas shown as much, or the wbole argu-
ment goes for notbing. To reduce the num-
ber of ministerial charges would be to leave
more ministers free for the advance work of
the Cburch, and tberefore make ber more
aggressive. It would mean, moreover, the
lightenlng of the financiat burden, for if
ministers are now paid a fair remuneration
for their time tbey would not need to be
paid more then. In some cases-perbaps
many-fewer churches would bave to be
malntalncd. The writer bas before bis
mind a country district in Ontario where
there are four, if flot five, Presbyterlan
Cburchs witbin a radius of five miles, form.
ing threc pastoral charges. One Cburch
centrally located would be witbin compara.
tively easy distance for the whole commun-
ity. But let there be two cburcbes. Here
would be a saving of one minister and the
expense of maintaining bim where be is.
There would be greater unity. There would
be a better object tesson before the world.

Another result reasonably to be expected
were the practice of associating ministers
two by two made more or lcss general
tbroughout the Cburch, is, that the number
o? involuntarity retircd ministers would in
att ikelibood be very materially reduced.
It bas been said the ministry is the only pro.
fession or calling under the sun in which ex.
perience goes for notihing. And indeed
congregations do seem to hold experience
in the ministry at a discount, forgetful of
the ripening and mellowing influence oi
years. Wlthout a doubt the Cburcb is
suffering great spiritual loss from this very
source. She sbould retain the services of
these men whom she bas trained for the
work of the ministry, who have helped to
place ber wbere she is to-day, and who are
both able and willing to do equally good
work for years to corne perbaps ; and in re-
taining their services, reap also the beneâit
of their varied experience. There are fcw
men wbo arý, a fallure in the ministry.

cess, and the high schools throughout the
provinces bave been brougbt to so bigb a
degrce of efficiency, that it is a rare tbing to
find a man proposing to study for the minis-
try whose case is really the Ilspecial " one
for wbicb the preparatory course was first
intended. There are special cases. Yet
migbt Dot the literary departments of the
colteges be donc away with ? We are
speaking of the econorny of the two-by-two
distribution of ministers and wish to show
that it woutd be an economy. Inasmuch as
the number of cases rightfully demanding a
speciat course preparatory to entering upon
the study of theology is very small, let there
be enougb elasticity about the associating of
men two by two that these few ministers in
cmbryo might bc associated with grave
and lettered seniors, who would gladty and
ably assist their efforts in pre.paration for
the regular college course in tbeology. De-
taits cannot bcecntered upon, but here, ai-
ready, is an aspect of the two-by-two ar-
rangement of men that gives it the dignity of
a college, and that of the truest character.

One more consideration, and then let
the subject rest. There are many people
wbo believe that corporate unity of Christen-
dom, or of some great part of it, will some
day bc effected, and there are many others
who devoutly wish that it may. Clear the
ground of rubbisb. It is rubbish (compara.
tivel>' speaking) rather than substantial rea-
tities, that bas kept us separate these gener-
ations. The sacred mi ssion upon wbich we
are sent begins now to 50 absorb the minds
of men-even of theologians, that denomi-
nations bave already made a beginning at
being at one with eacb other. We bave Dot
reached perfection yet. Then let us feel
aftcr it if baply we may find it. If Synods,
and Conférences, and Presbyteries coutd be
pcrsuaded just to stand aside and look on
awbile, an experiment might be tried. Let
congregations of difierent denominations,
atready welt disposed toward each other,unite
under min isters chosen from these denomina-
tions. Give scope for individuality in metbod,
and let the prcconceived notions o? the peo-
ple be not dlsturbed with too great violence.
The localities occupied are no longer divid-
cd, but in common and occupied together.
Wbcre formerly there was a bard struggle
for existence, attended by mucb discourage-
ment, on the part o? one or both the denomi-
nations interested in the expeiment, now
there is a chance to live-and there will be
life. Tbe people find they are luth and kmn
in their most holy religion. Thcy wtIl ot
quarrel now as to the denominational name
they shall bear. That matter, meanwhile,
bas been allowed to pais without important
consideration. But this instance of the as-
sociation of ministers two by two bas been
attended with happy, fruitful results, and
the genius o? the corporate urlity o? Chris.
tian bodies bas been discovered.

Tbe case is a supposed one ; but was It
flot a reasonabte one to suppose ?

Amherstburg, Ont.

STRAy THJOUGHTS ABOUT WO-

MAS AND HER WORK.

13V HANNAH ISABELLE GRAHAM.

This is the century of womnan's intettectual

early i the morning with their sweet -spl<s
of self-sacrificing love to minister to tbose
who will one day form a part of Cbr'st's
mystical body.

The late annual meeting held hIrrot
bas brought the woman's spoke of the ~
sionary wheel up to the tap. This socitl is1
like leaven hid in the churches.
pastors can trace the rapid growth of
sionary zeal in tbeir congregatiofis tO
sulent workings. If as women we exP't to
achieve glorious resuits tbrough this Orgafi
zation we must be united in heart and Pol
pose. We must cberish a spirit of Olt
to those wbo are set over us, and strlve.t
fulfihi the obligations which rest upOf Us10
dividually and collectively. The great work
we have undertaken can only be accoiP lisb.
cd by persistent, patient, earnest effOrt, .s

The world's evangelization is not auni
matter, even from the divine standpoiflt. 1
it any wonder, then, tbat clouds oftefl sl
round our buman purposes. But lOtb
God secs the obstacles and difficulties bc
'mpede the progress of His kingdorn,
determined to corne off more than ç 010 sr
or ; for the prophet Isaiah tellsîs ~that
will neither fail for become djscouraged -
we would have our society strong and 5 C
cessful in winning many souls for Cbfist;

we sbould be often found in earnest SoPjpli-

cation that the same spirit of heroic edf
ance and steadfast purpose which charactf
ized our Master may be found in everl
of our auxiliaries. That patient, Wonder
spirit wbich enables Hlm to bear with tbe
ignorant, unloveable, rebellious menibrs501

our buman family, from generation tO 90
eration. Great eminences are slowlY Cliob*

cd. Tbe mightiest results are attained O'Ii
by patient, strenuous effort. srdb

Wben John Wesley was once as 50b
what magic be had rcndered bis folloWCr'
efficient he is said to have replied that b
great secret consisted in this that tbCY06

Il l at it and always at it." The sm31lîeo
duty becomes sacred wben performed 1"b
fully. The coral insect is such a tinY Crs',
turc that it requires to be placed ulide'

microscop.. in order to be seen, and l
these smallest of God's creatureS bl
through centuries of patient and cointillu'0

effort constructed islands of inimitable 10 C
liness i the midst of the lonely ocean. S)

the Woman's Foreign Missionary .O'-Itl
weak and imperfect tbougb its workers s
be, is taboring deep down iinderneatb tbe
world's surface ; sometimes beaten bacit b?

the waves of temptation ; losing manV ofif?
members in the stream of death ;sgek'
new recruits to carry on the work;tiif

struggling, praying, until at last there sS
rise amid the seetbing ocean of sinl a
island of peace wbich shall be the -bol?
beautiful dwelling-place of the great I'
IlHuman weakness is tbe chosen cban30 1 0

divine power."C.
In order to be stimulated to greatef 8a

tivity we require to be filled witb enthUfs'so

Tbe old derivation of the word is very Sa

gestive-en theoism-God in us..rhO
is something vcry fascinating about a Pro

whose soul is fired with a boly pturPosb
Take for instance the woman of SaO'"
She was probabi>' a poor, uneducated
cast from society, and yet ber burning Wod§
4Crne sec,"-wcre6the-eg in"f a gr

26o


