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SHARED.
I said it in the meadow path,
I say it on the mountain stairs—
The best things any mortal hath
Are those which every mortal shares.

The air we breathe, the sky, the breeze,
The light without us and within—

Life, with its unlocked treasuries,
God’s riches—are for all to wia.

The grass is softer to my tread;
For rest it ylelds unnumbered feet;
Sweeter to me the wild rose red,
Because she makes the whole world
sweet.

Into your heavenly loneliness

Ye welcome me, O solemn peaks !
And me in every guest you bless,

Who reverently your mystery seeks.

And up the radiant peopled way

That opens into worlds unknown,
It will be life’s delight to say:

« Heaven is not heaven for me alone.”

Rich through my brethren’s poverty—

Sueh wealth were hideous! I am
blest .
Only in what they share with me,

In what I share with all the rest.
—Exchange.

THE ANTI-FOREIGN RIOTS IN
CHINA.

BY REV. 7. H. MACVICAR, B.A., HONAN.

We may dismiss at the outset, I
think without the least hesitation,
the idea which naturally oceurs to
Christians at. home that these riots
were but the legitimate outcome of the
barbarous treatment meted out to
Chinese subjects in America. It is suf-
ficient to indicate that the extreme and
un-Christian legislation known as the
Geary Act—which may even yet pro-
voke retaliation—did not at that time
disgrace the statute book of the neigh-
boring Republic; nor is there evidence
that more recent disturbances are in
any degree connected with it. In like
manner we may almost dismiss the the-
ory of imcipient rebellion, which was
first propounded by a Shanghal law-
yer said to be im the confideuce of
mahy of the- highest Chinese ofiicials.
According to this view, the flame of
riot on the Yang-tse was fanned by
parties whose sole ambition was to em-
broil the Chimese Government in diff:-
culties with foreign Powers, in order
that they themselves might find a con-
venient opportunity for raising the
standard of revolt and succeeding in
their long cherished desire to oust the
Ch’ing dynasty from the throne. It is
true the standard of revolt was raised
pefore the year came to an end; but it
was in Mongolia; and apart from the ex-
treme geographical remoteness of that
tield, all the circumstances under which
the Imperial forces came into conflict
with these mounted robber hordes in-
dicated that the uprising in the North
had no connection with the demontstra-
tions against foreigners farther south.
ADnd yet it cannot be denied that the
theory of the Shanghai lawyer seemed
to find support from certain sensation-
al developments in the midst of the riot-
ing* The arrest, for imstance, of a
foreign adventurer, named Mason, who
with dynamite and numerous small arms
in his " hand-satchel, was detected in
the apparent act of smuggling into the
country a large consignment I fore-
ign rifles for the alleged use of a se-
ditious seeret society known as the Ko,
Lao Hui; also, the fact that stern
messures were subsequently adopted by
the Chimese Government to exterminate
by numerous decapitations the society

‘referred to; as well as the frustration
of an independent attempt at Tientsin
to smuggle arms imto the country. Sat-
istactory evidence has been wanting,
however, to implicate the Ko Lao Hui
in a conspiracy against foreiguners; and
till within a very recent date evi-
dence has even been lacking of any In-
tention to precipitate a rebellion at the
present juncture.

But apart from any such local con-
ditions there is sufficient in the re-
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lations which have long obtained Dbe-
tween foreigners and natives in China
to account not only for spasmodic out-
bursts, but even for such a continu-
ous train of troubles as have been
enumerated and described. At the risk,
therefore, of proving tedious, I shall
endeavor to imdicate some of the main
factors in this serious problem of con-
timued foreign intercourse with cthe
rulers and subjects of China.

In the first place, there is that pe-
culiarly intense dislike for interference
or enlightenment from withaut which
has always characterized the Black
haired Race. “Ju kuei chu k'an, pu chih
hai K'uan.”” That s a sentence from
a delightful Conkucian essay on Con-
tentment which my teacher of the’lan-
guage one day wrote for me on i pa-
per fan; and it may be regarded as u
particularly apt description of the
dreamy imertness of a very ancient civ-
iliziation. Ju kuei chu K’'an, “"8e as the
tortoise which stirs not out of its
hole, pu chih bhai K’uan, “‘and does not
Kpow the sea is wide.”  How palpany
it hits the case. In China the tortoise,
living out its hundred years, has been
selected as the emblem of longevity; and
China itself, dragging out its pational
existence through m:iliennium after mil-
lennium, whidlst Egypt, Babylon, ireece
and Rome have waxed and waned, mayl be
looked upon as the Tortoise Kingdom,
digging its hole in one corner of the
earth and hybernating n a dormant
state through all the dreary winter
oi its history. Such, indeed, is the Con-
fucian ideal; and (to dismiss the figure)
though Chinese geographers now-a-days
kpow better than to represent joreign
lands as mere dots on the margin of a
map of China, they still proudly cherish
that idea, and delight in calling theirs
the Kingdom of ” “ien-hsia—'*Beneath the
heavens,’ as if it were the only one “‘be-
neath the heavens.” Qur own knowl-
edge of China and the Chinese has been
greatly amplified within the last few
decades and we have learned amongst
other things to recognize her posses-
sion of some of the elements of true
greatness; but ia the discussion of the
problem before us there is a danger of
overlopking the one outstanding trait
with which we first became familiar and
which seems as marked now as ever it
was-—that of pig-headed, flatfooted ex-
clusiveness. It was in 18334 that Lord
Napier stood hour after hour at the
gutes of Canton vainly endeavoring to
find a Chinese official who would re-
ceive his communication from the Brit-
ish Government without first compeli-
ing him to write on the face of it a
character marking it as the obsequious
petition of an inferior to his superior.
Vast strides, it must be acknowledged,
have been made since then in the di-
rection of imculcating wholesome Jes-
sons in foreign diplomacy; but after all
that has been done it ® difficult to
diemiss a suspicion that the old La-
tin adage is extremely pertinent, Lupus
pilum mutat, non mentem: for it is only
the other day so to speak, that Queen
Vietoria, in the person of her accredit-
ed minister, was permitted to hold au-
dience with the Emperor of China in
any place outside the Hall of Tributary
Nations. This enormous race pride,
then, will in the ultimate analysis be
found at the bottom of all these tu-
mults in the Valley of the Yang-tse, a8
well as elsewhere. The Chinese nev-
er wanted lntercourse with the outside
world and it looks very much a8 it they
do not want it even now, notwith-
standing the long series ot object les-
sons they have received under varying
conditions from the foreign communities

established at treaty ports.- along the.

coast. Yes, this revolt, as has been al-
ready hinted, is as much anti-foreign as
anti-missionary, and in most of the riots
others than the heralds of the Croass
have suffered the destruction oi their
property, or else had to save it at the
point of the bayonet. It is a significant:
fact that a missionary travelling in
one of the most hostile regions near the

scene of all these troubles everywhere
heard the ery—not, ‘‘Here comes the
man who wants to make us Chris-
tjans,” but—‘‘Here comes the man who
wants to steal our trade;”” and one of
the most common suspicions encounter-
ed in pioneer work anywhere is that
the missionary is such only in disguise
and means in the course of time to con-
vert his preaching halls and hospitals
into yvast warehouses for the prosecu-
tion of foreign trade. That an in-
tense pride and nothing else—display-
ing itself in unreasoning prejudice—is
really one of the most cificient causes
in all these outbursis was demonstrat-
ed by an unusually clever Chinese gen-
tleman, who had been educated abroad,
and at the instance of a well-known
Chinese Viceroy took up the cudgeis
aguinst the missionaries ina Shanghal
knglish newspaper. ‘‘When,” he wrote
i flowing foreign rhetorie, ‘‘the edu-
cated Chinese see that thie mass ol
darkness” (by which phrase he cowpla-
cently designated the DBible and all
missionury publications) ‘‘is  being
thrust upon the people with all the
arrcgant and aggressive pretentious-
ness of thée missionaries on the one
hand, and by the threats of gunboats
on the part of the foreign governments
on the other hand, it makes him hate the
foreigner with a hatred which only
those can feel who see that all which
they hold as the highest and most
sucred belonging to them as a na-
tion, their light, their eulture and their
literary refimement, are in danger of be-
ing irreparably defaced and destroyed”
This, let me say, {8 the root of the
hatred of foreigners amoug the edu-
cated Chinesey” It will be observed
that the lively existence of race ha-
tred i8¢ hereim unequivocally admitted,
and also that it is due mainly to tde
abnormally developed imtellectual pride
and self-sufficiency of the Chinese
which lead them to regard all outside
their own boundaries as untutored bar-
bariansi Even those who have been
educated abroad, and thus in a meas-
ure foreed to ackmowledge the super-
jiority of our Christian ecivilization,
still cherish in their hearts the im-
mense national conceit which was so
strikingly betrayed in the diary of the
late Marquis Tseng, who imn all serious-
ness stated that in ancient times China
did actually enjoy all the highest pro-
ducts of our nineteenth century eiv-
ilization, including the use of ma~
chinery and steam, but that for reasons
well recognized by herself she came im the
course of her history to discard them and
50 knows nothing of them now.
Perhaps the most conspicuous exhibi-

- tions of this race hatred have come from

the officimi classes, and their insincerity,
therefore, must unflinchingly be arraign-
ed and held responsible for the inception
and continuation of anti-foreign riot-
ing. It is safe to assert, almost in un-
qualified terms, that were the officials
of China sincere in their occasional pro-
fessions of friendliness to foreigners, the
relations of Christian missionaries to the
masses would be at least as harmonious
as those enjoyed by the votaries of an-
other religion introduced into the em-
pire from without—I mean Buddhism. It
was all very well in the midst of the riot-
ing for the Chinese authorities to de-
clare, as they did, their utter inability
to control the unruly elements. But it
is noticeable that they never become
conscious of such helplessness when oc-
casion arises to stppress any outbreak
for which they have no sympathy. Men-
cius long ago said, ‘The officlals are
the wind that blows,; anq the people the
grass that ie blown.” ~And both par-
ties tacitly and openly recognize this as
the ideal state. On one of the steam-
ers by which I came away from China,
I met a gentleman who had carried on
the {first megotiations with the Chinese
government fer the introduction of a
telegraph line. He related to me the
particulars of his final Interview with
the Viceroy, Li Hung-chang, before car-
rylng out the contract. “You tell me,”
said the Viceroy, ‘‘that the straight-
er the telegraph line the fewer the poles
that widl need t o be bought?” ‘‘Yes.”)
“Then make it straight.” ‘*‘But, your
Excellency, what, for instance, ! it has
to pass by graves? Your people are
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somewh{xt superstitious about any shad-
ow f.allmg across a burial mound, con-
sidering it a dangerous interference
with the geomancy. Wil not your peo-
ple then be likely to object?” ‘‘Not if
I issue proclamations. Make the line
straight, Dom’t plant your pole right
{n the centre of a grave, of course, bu
just alomgside.”” “In that case, I sup-
pose your Excellency will appoint sol-
diers to protect my workmen?” *‘Sol:
diers!—what want you with soldiers? 1
shall issue proclamations; that will be
enough.” ‘““But if your people do not
respect your proclamations ?” *‘ The peo-
ple know I am the Viceroy: they are
bound to respect my proclamatioons.

they do not, their heads will come offs’!
And, needless to say, under the impulsé
of a will so strong, the enterprise wa8
successfully carried to completion an
the government to-day can communicat®
instantly by telegraph with almost aBY
part of the empire. I mention this i’
cident because it throws into market
contrast the spirit and performances O
the officials during the anti-foreign out*
breaks. Revert to the facts; and .8
numerous points throjughout the Empiré
you find the Imperial Edict itself tor?
to shreds by fearless mobs, and no oné
in authority appears to mind it in the
least. At one place you see Chinesé
soldiers with perfect immunity turning
thelr coats inside-out in order to loot:

and at another place hurling down & .

-

steep bank the helpless women vhey nad

been ordered to- protect.
China, soldiers cannot mutiny withod
being called to account; and yet ‘n nel
ther of these instances was the slight’
est notice taken of their conduct. Agalh
you see them addressing themselves °
their work with so little spirit, and su¢
an evident lack of sympathy, that the
great mob, laughing 'n its sleeve, shoves
them aside and fearlessly dashes pa#
with the ery of riot and torech of 4€¢

Why, even 18’

struction. You even see defenceless WO

men and children, who under cover of t
night have been jostied through tH

streets and treated with barbarous %

dignities and acts of violence, seekiB
shelter at a court-house ojnly to
driven back ‘nto the heart of the mob
Simcerity ? Possibly nowhere in the widé
world can :nstances of more revolting 4%
plicity be cited against officialdom ths?
over there in China.

“I never believed,” wrote a resident

ot Wu-chang, ‘‘that the riots were &
offieial movement till I saw how th
were put down Im our city.
had the anti-foreign literature eir¢¥
lated, and the rumors. The people W€
greatly excited by them; crowds collect:
ed and stoned the Roman Catholic
tablishment, and the authorities Sﬂ'w
they could not prevent it.. Then we ts
the splendid joint proclamation by
Viceroy and the Governor,
people tore it uown. Then, soldi™
were brought imto the eity in gre?
numbers, and stron, s uds were pmﬁ‘”
over the missions, but this coaly md
matters worse, After thatt came
Imperial Ediet, which was also t,ol':
down, and then proclamation ait®
proclamation, but they did no g00'Y
This went on for mojaths. We felt

were living on the mouth of a vol®%
no, and many a sleepless night. aid o
pass waiting for these rioters whom W

were warned on all hands to expect. B“‘;
just  when it seemed as i the outbre®

could not be staved off another d "
there came a great change. On leavis®.
my house one mormning I became o
scious that something had taken pI8°

The people looked pleasant and agre® -
ble again ; the very dogs seemed frielldly'
I learned that on the previous even: "

the Vieceroy had summomed the M8%,
darins to h's official residence, and t8%
they had been rushing about all ni‘hfm
in consequence. Next I was told oﬁ‘
a remarkable interview which the B‘lg
ish \Consul and the Commander of tb

Archer had had with the Viceroy in thld
afternoon. They had gome and 1%,
him plainly that the firing of a ﬁ‘n‘y
missionary establisement would be t‘n,
signal for imstant retaliation om

f

part of the war vessels in the rivei,

His Excellency, it was said, had m":,q,“
fested great imcredulity, and pointedoo‘"
that such an unwarrantable procee’ ..
would be quite contrary to Imteffg.
tional law. However, he was fortud®
ly comnvinced they were Im earnest, T3
he called for his subord:mates, issued 74t
instructions, and all was changed % ;¢
night. From that time, not only h(].‘
there been no more trouble thre&te“zl-«
and no more talk of uncontrollable sdlf
dlers and people, but there has hafi:g
been a hostile rumor to be heard. * o
was what convinced me the whole M9 ¢
ment was under official control all :
time."” C4p®

The thorough insincerity of %‘5
Mandarins is exhibited perhaps 0 ',
worst extent im the persistent prePd..
tion, publiecation and circulation ©O% ¢
famatory literature. If I touch ln;y
on thig polmt than on others it is 0 ;
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