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otboice lLiterature.-
THE lELlP TIIAT COMES TOO LATE.

'TiLs a we.amiscînoe wemlid, titis worlti of ours,
With its tanguesé >anîial anti great,

Its weeds Vtat sniothber thte sprluging floîv.

ers,
Anti Its bapless strifes witit fate.,

But te, tiakest day of iLs desolate tiays
Sees tue heip titat eornes toc late.

Ait! woe for te word titat la never sttid
Till te ear Is ticatf te itear,

Andi wee for te lac tVo te laintlng iteati
Ot te ringing sit(-ut o! citeer;-

Ai ! woe fer te Iiaggard feet titat treati
Iu te neumuf ai wake of te bler.

What bootetit hîelp w-len te iteamt ia nuinb,
Witat beotethii broeon spar

O1 love titmow-u eut w-hen te lips are du-mb
Anti ife's hart tiriftetlt far -

Olt! far anti fast fron te allen past,
Over te moaning bar!

A pitiful ting te glît to-day
Tîtat is timoss anti nothîing womtit,

TiteughIf 111 bat corne hmut yesterday
It liati brIi-mueil witli an-ot te eartlî.

A fadinîg rose lu a (leathtiÀehtI lianti,
ThaL perisitet Iu wvaut anti deartit.

Whoe faîn woulti ielp lu titis world e! ours,
Witeme semmowfui ste-pa must fali,

Bming itelp ln V-laie te waulng pewers,
Eme te bier la spreati wltit tîte pali

Nom senti meserves witn te Ihagsarmie f urleti
Anti te deati beyond our cail.

For l)affliug amoat lu titis treamy worlti,
WIth Its Vangles sînali anti great,

Its lonesome uilît andt wo-ary tinys,
Anti Its struggles f erlemu witit fate,

la taL bIttemest grief, tee deep fer teitrs,
O! te, itelp tîtat cornes toc laVe.

-- Margaret E. Sang8ter, lu Hamper's Ba-
zar.

110W IT LCOKED AT HOME: A
S TOR Y OF '.85.

Grace n-as sadly Ignorant; site knew
notiting o! that noble art o! te Ilolitlcia.n
by whîich te intomestsandtît saîbeminga o!
otiters are matie te meutus ef self-aggranti-
izement, anti te iem te accuisations anti
reerlimiuations wiih f emni te missiles o!
te wordy wa-r of faction weme 'verse titan
ilo, sonds. Many tilmea wais bier Indig-

na-tien mouseti by te squabble*s of oppos3-
ing cliques anti the enteavor of angmy per-
Vies Vo fasten on eacit otiter blame wiic
neither n'as willing te bear, tluring titose
succeetiîng wNeets of auxiocas w-aitlng witen
5<) few coalti gucas -ivliat te iînmedlate
future n'as te bmlîîg - wvlien intelligence
fais*, If net falsIfieti, anti rumours con tra-
d Iieet as soon as circniatet matie life a
foyer of expectation anti suspense. In te

* ligbV of laVer tuoeivege w-e can ivonder,
anti nîrnet smille, at te damituess tat
ten envelopeti places anti eveut,-; but titen

we Iciarniffl titt I1mh net wltat we tnow
but wh'at wo fear titat is utardeat Vo
ho borne.

Titen, on te mnoruing of te lOtit e!
May, a n'lldl tempestucîts Sunday, suspense
came te an enti. It mîigitt net be n'el Vo
Inquire, how many of tose wvît wversuip-
peti thtat day ln Rexbomouglt, wiVlî te
knewhcdge o! tvhtat was at thiat moment
pasIng ai-, Batocite's Cmosing fihllng V leir-
titougita, prof iteti gmeatly by teir tlevq-
tjonal exorcises; we reituember but te rap-
Id emptying of te chtîfrehies,, te cmewding
of te- people Vo te nc'tspaper offices, te
eagem watciting titrougit te n-indy after-
neen for te Varty news, te tiemanti for
te "extras"' whlh when news tiid arrive

were seizeti upon lester titmt te presses
coUiti give Lliem out, teé liîmill tîtat struck

of -.efMay; never titi Grace Enit gos dilficuit
Vo utter te wortis o! hope, andi iteer ber
hbeart tenleti; and neyer' nas relie! greater

or tha.nksglving deeper than when the
wlree fiasliet the mnessage that, whatever
mlght be the individual loss, t'ictory bati
deelared Itself on the side of authority, andi
titat furtber strife was stayeti.

That Individual ioss I oh, how it tamn-
iisited the satisfaction given -by the tri-
iimpli of la.w1, Wht eagerness of search.
of the dreadful lista! What heart-break
were they riLght, what terror lest they
shoulti be wT'ong 11

For two days Grace searcheti those liste
witiî shrinking eyes, but met. no sorro-w,
ani was fain to hiope titat they were spar-
NI.. But on tite Wed4nesday afternoon, a
warm, stili shining day, titat seemed mnade
for life and Joy, she came upon bier bostess
witli a newspeiper spread before lier andi
tears tiropping on tite page. Site gathereti
Up lier courage and scannedth ie Unes, anti
this was wbat site reati, ln letters that
seeine<i to turn to f ire. "Wotinded]; Severe-
iy: Private Normnan Wright." Andi Grace
lai li1 er iteati down upon lier arme, and1
wept as ln ail bier life she itat neyer wept
before.

Aiter that bier itantis andi leart tvere fulil.
Slitecouid scarecly be glat of!lber own lui-
nmunity in face of Iýhe sick giri's agony andi
swvift tiecay, and Wtul's salety seenieti a
blessing to whicb site itat no riglit witile
otiiers mnourneti. She liartiiy heeti tte
publie Interest of the events wbicb follow-
ed, In the knowled(ge that no peace notv
couli bring life back to yoting limbs or
itappiness to yotimg iearts again; that
page was foldeti down.

Titen the vîctorlous tr oopa 'vent on titeir
fuçtliter inarcit to tite nothi, andi began tbe
long, w~eary searcli for the retreating In-
(Mans; invalideti men began to return with
t udr Iîeart-stlrring ta les, and rejoicing
frIen(ls to weicoine titeiu but to tite two
wernen ln tite quiet room lin Rexbomougb
life consisteti ouly In atciting andi wait-
ing - for tîdIngs froin tite wootla and
swamips of Saskatchewan an(l bulletins
f ronrt the bospitai at Sakatoon.

IL was thte 6th of Jan-e. Long weeks
of anxious; suspense anti uncertainty luid
succeeded tite lever of expectation andi
te excited reception of stamtling newns.

Those witose frientis bat disappear-
e(I into an unknown nortiteru wildemiwss,
whence tidings couid scarcely cerne, feit
titat titey bad citangeti littie for the bet-
Ver f rom tite knowletige o! risk and pri-
vation to conjecture o! greater evils stili;
toeo oten the womds "Wirea dewn" took
the place of tite news looketi for more eag-
erly encit day, and it was difficuit, in te
face o!fte doubtful future te fi d as mucit
satisfaction as before ln thte work already
accomplishite, te itonour aiready 'von.

Grace was gmowlng very weary. Tite
strain of tite constant care 0f te nvaliti,
tite cea'seless anxîety as to te effect upon
hier of the dally news f rom tbe north, anti
te worse esuit o! no news at ail, te

titeugitt o! poor Nornman wiiiclî 'coult
scarcely be called suspense witen hope
t.bere wvas noue, the entiless fretting of tite
olti nman over wliat lie hiat deenteti lie itat
brougitt about anti what was yet to corne,
il tbie bati se wrouglbt pon bier that site

no longer dared to let lier mmnd dwell up-
on ber own troubles, or strIve to pene-
trate te darknesa tat now lbung over
the wan(Ierings of te soltiers-for ivlth
hier IPaul was not ail. Site trieti to con-
centrate it4 thougits upon the present,

The June niglit tas raoonlees anti cool.
Tbe air was damp ivitit a promise o! min,
anid heavy with tite scent ofIlilac blossome;
titat tossed aloft their purpie plumes. T
Grace leaned oyer te water, looked at the f

liglits reflecte1 In te dark istrearn anti
at thte grey walls o! tite fort on te other
batik wlîence came a faint bugle caîl, and
iLateneti to a rnan's deep voice siugiug near
I)y. Titen for a shor-t season Sie alloweti
lier titougitt o stray.

"A pretty town of about lorty houseýs,
arrangeti in a square.'*Sie recalleti thus.
te only description site htuti en seen of

Saskatoon, that place whiere so0 many
tho gita were titen centreti, for wbicli so
1118113 prayers went up, andi tried Vo pic-
turc to hierseif bow it must look. There
rose before hier a vision of tthe videpllain,
thte rapiti reliing river, the starlit nortit-
ern sky. Site feit the flau of te dew, te
sigit of tbe breeze. Fancy phayeti lier part
01113'tee weil; as te tisk deepeneti Grace
forgot hier actual surrountiings, ant iber
min-C, straying from te sick-bed site had
left an(] mingling remembrance wvlVh Im-
agination, was I illeti withi confuseti Images
of dimly ligblte( moorna, e! silence broken
01113' by wbispers andi soft tretil, of palliti,
palirî-drawn. faces, languiti limb8, fain,
flutteriug breatings, powerless hands,
anti weamy eyes. Sie coulti iear' the citeck-
ed groan anti muttemeti exclamation
ns thte wreuch o! a.gony wmung tite strong
man' s frarne, site Imaginedth ie gentie
'-olces titat spoke boîte anti cotirake anti
tite f lerce itopelessuess titat rejecteti cein-
fort. AlVte sufleriug anti the sorrow, ail
te vain longinir for tbe Sounti o! a horne-

tene or te touch e! a loveii hanti by titose
wito would neyer again k-notv or feel them,
aIl tepre6ent mîisery antite future timeati
se-emeti to take botilly shape anti welght
anti to crusitheiteart. lier very Ignor-
ance o! the reality intensiedth ie imagIn-
ary picture, anti sie put bier banda bel are
hier eyes Vo situt It eut.

Only a woman's leolicsit fancies, alto-
gether widle o!fte tratît? Maybe: but
te fancies e! titose days stung deep anti

sore. They have, le! t some scars that will
neyer te ellaceti- sone wounds tat will
neyer be healeti.

Grace recoei-eet iersel! witb a stamt o!
self-reproact. In tite Silence te eock
tolleti nîne, anti the bugle rang ont Its
caîl froiu tthehbll. Wlit a sutideni Impulse
sie Vurneti anti lookeil upwardti o the
Norti-weîstern beavens; Comona bang trem-
biing in the bine vault, andi witit lier eyes
Gmace's titoagit rose, anti the worils
campeVo lherm mmd, "Now they (10 it to
obtain a corruptible crown, but we-"
site shivemei.ýl a littie, ae titougli a breatit
!mom anotiter worlti liati ciilled i Iem, anti
returnedti teier watch.

Hem uncle was waiting for bier at tîte
(ber.

"She's awake, Grace, anti better, I do
telieve; irem yesarc se briglît ant iber
volce sci atmong. Site must lhave been
timeaming, for site laugite4l in lier alcep,
anti woke calling out "Walt! I arn ready!"
Grace ematie ne answem, but went to An-
nis with a fresli anti sutditinfear. Site
dlii not Ilie the newa.

"l're itati a loveiy dreani," Antis saiti,
as Grace stoopeti over bier. A kiss ivas
te only rýeply-no needti o askthVie subjeet

o! te timea.
"*Isn't IV a goot i agn, Gracie? May 1

take it, te mWnt Vat I s-baill ive te sec
hlm, corne tack?"

"II-hope so-tiamling-"
"1I-do-ný want more titan titat-now.

I tiid ouce-Vuen-I wae going te lettre a

nour wais only a itaunting preeage Of 111.
Thte long wam e tîli heurs were laden
wItit s'npense, anti feam and anxîety
were as theè breatit Grace dmew.

Tite morning bmonight neititer letter nom
telegrm-;titeme was notiting to tio but

walt for te public news of te afternoon-
Wben ' iem uncle went to obtain IV, Grace
couceaieti bis tieparture fmom Annis, andt
waited duming a Urne tat seemeti both
leaticu-looteti anti te fly with wings. An-~
nits appeareti asleep witen te meturnlng
f ootteýp soundeti, anti Grace went tiowll
feeling that Vite worst tat coulti te told
wotild be a melea.se compareti wit thVie ten-
sion o! a Inomfent isucit (4titis.

The olti man's itanti trembleti asie
lielti a paper toewamds lier. "No letter,"
hie sail, itearsely, "~but tiiere may be some-,
tbing heme-"

Grace took lt anti scanneil te nes
over whiîch se mnanylitearta liati sunk, 80
ruany tears liedl fallein. If for eue moment
bier eyes wcnt Vo tha.t spot wlîerc neWs
of Plaul migit te looketi for, let it be
forgiven iem; site resoiutely avertet ihem
attention Vo thiat quarter wvieme site must
leam wlitat w-as now alas! ait eft-Vold tale.
TIhe searcit was shiort;iem unele, watcit-
Ing iem, saw a lîttie start; then siteitelti
Lthe paper eut te hlm ivitltout a word lie
loliowetilw-lierePsie pointeti, anti mea thie
forui farniliar enougli in its tersenesa, but
citargeti for ûe iwito souglît IV witit neW
anti keen-etigeti meaning. "Claritc's Cross-
iug, June 7tit. Private Norman Wmight,
weanded nt Batocbe's, tiieti lav nigit In
te tospital at Saskatoon."

Titat wa.s ahI, O!fte young vigomoe
hile gene ont-o! bopes quenietid anti
pro-mise bligitteti--o!te long vain stmug-
gle with pain andti deathi-titat was
ahil teworl1 woalti ever know. Nomrte
worlil ouiy. 0f te sehf-sacmilice titat itat
couceahet th-e sullering o!fte fever-flusit
of hope antite glooni o!fte tark valley
-o! thte yeam, nmngs neyer Vo be satiafieti-
o! te lasL thionghta andi prayers of te
beamt wiose flnt final titmeb ita( flut-
tereti into silence alone linte far-ol! ticsemt
-- titere ceul cerne ne witispom Vo tite
itearta titat craveti IV; the voice itat
pa.sseti "witere beyond tie-ie voicca titemi
is' peace."

"One more gene for honeum's sake
Wheme a-o many go,"

Andti iose, lew wortis, over wiic feW
cyes wonlti glauce with more titan indu!-
femence, or at least a baîf-cameleas pity,
bis 0u13' record anti rewardti-oo often te
seitiiem's sentence. epitapit, anti eulogy,
ail in eue.

"Wito shall teill iem?" witispered Grace
with whtite lips, anti witout a tear.
Then site covereil up ber face as te oIt
man iteldti p a sbaiting finger anti heft te
moom.

IV was over-over. Il womtis were neeti-
ou titey itat been speken- If tears liatil-'
heu tbey weme timieti. Tite majesty o!fticatit
nighitt melgu bere, but te monarcit ia-d
laid asitie bis !rown. Tite glomy of te
sunset strearné t irougithVie open wlut-
dow, sitedl#a bale round teitead Of
te tiylng girl, anti feu on te joluetilantis

lailvl ngly on te gmey lieail boweti upofl
iem tuea; outside te leaves mustieti soft-
ly, anti a bird caroheti lUi even soug; te
sceut of lowers bang on te airIlite Iii-
ceuise; thte stIlînesa was as deep as te
buslh o! pràyer; antite srnlle on te lIps
o! Annis "lfIlled te silence i lite a speech."

Grace itesîtateti on te titresitolti; thed
place seemedt o lier boly greunti. But
Auniti saw hem, anti at a look site carne
and1 kueit besido iem.

"I neeti bave ne message witit Y01
new," saiti Annis, soltly.

Grace kisseti te sbuter itants-teY
were quite steady-but site coulti noV
speait. 1

«Il arn very s-elfisit, Gracie. I arn Po
glatifor mysel! that I cannot te sorry fer
ititn-or you."

Gmace glanceti at te olti mati; but ite
titi net seem te itear, anti tid net moire.

IV absocteti me- for a minute-Vto titin)
bie eulti be,-dogi-he was 50 strong-buV
uow--ît wouît iteibardti o Ilie on-and
titink se-anti I arn segladti o know ttt
lie wIli nover-have Vo-mies me." Site treW
a littie flutteming sigit. Grace leant lier
heati on te beart wbose laint beat site-
coult hear ln teé stilnea, ant ihem Vears

But Gmace knew botter. Site knew tat
lu titat laeV-or first-glmpse of recog.
nition te eyes bat seen ne mertal vision;
titat ln tat parting emy of paasloflat
appeal te lips bat uttemed teir iast
womdis on eay'Vh.
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