
BE STILL, M Y SOUL.

Be stl, my seul, tht Lord is an thy side
1e:ri patiently tht cross af grief and pain

Lesve to îby GaA ta aider and piovitie;
In every change île faithiel witl crmair.

Be stili, my soul, thy best, thy heavenly Friend
Through thomy asys lcsds ta a joyful end.

B3e sil, my saut, îby Goti doth undettake
Ta guide tbe future as flie as the past,

Thy hope, thy confidente, let naihing shae;
AIl aow mystetieus shall bc bright ai ast.

1e strl. ' ny seul. the waves aud winds shall knaw
Ilis voice who mied them whiteIlIe dwelt below.

D3e stil, my seul, the heur is hasteaing an
Wheu we shaît be tetever with the Lord;

W~hen disappointimnt, grief and lesar e gant,
Sorow forgt, lere's purest iays restored.

De stll, my soul ; wben change and tests are pasi,
AUl safe sud blcssed, we shali tacet ai ast.

-From athe Germait.

AMIBITION

As iis is generally regardeti as an undesirable trait, the
word bas rather a forbiddiug souati. Vet there are maay
things il is bth praper anti wise ta be ambitions cnacetaing-
The tenth comuîantimcnt forbids cavetausaess, yet the apastie
says, 1' Cavet earnestly the best gits." Thai ambition fur-
aishes anc ci tht chief characteristics of an active, intelligent
mind is only tee apparent, anti yet a nature wiîh ambition leit
out wold be but poorly equippeti ta cape witb the ternc, up-
bill camlicts of daily lufe. There secms ta be an increasinq
lack an tht part ai parents, ant i wth niothers, especiaiiy, au
wachlulness over tht development ai tht cbaracte:îstics ai
their chiltiren. Il is parîîcularly tielightful in eadîag the
biography of eminent men and wamen of past days, ta note
with what came the mother almost invarîably wached aver
and instmucteti tht chilti white very young andi during ail the
formative peioti ai youtb. Il is ual enough that food, rai-
ment anti warmth bc previded ; some one must sec to i that
the cioîhing is praperly fittedt t thet utile form, that foodi is
caten anti digested, that warmth is duly noticeti andi enjaycd.
jusi e, s is net sufficieut ihat chiîdren appear te bave suffi-

ient prîde, eaemgy anti ambition ta cary îhem along credit-
ably, but the différent pints cf character shonîti bc narowly
watched as îhey maiest theuiselves anti encouragement
gîven 10 those îenting in a righi direction, anti a strong check
placeti on thtunafortunate anti untiesirable ones. There is ne
use in closing the eyes ta tht faci that there are maay peîty
unworthy ambitions among mca anti women. Il is the ten-
dency oi tht age ta surive to meet certain arbilramy requime-
meuts of fashion, of se ;ety, anti of tht world ai large. Tht
nobler ambî:ions cf mea anti wneno f tht past seem, ta
have last mnch of ibeir attraction andi charm.

Tht decomation ot tht bouse, tht delicacies ai tht table,
.hc thousanti anti ane fripperies ai toilet, the latest pepular
novel, the ofî-recurring receptian, ail these unsatisfyiag anti
comparatively unimpartant consitiemations crawti eut much ai
the solid, substantial, manly anti womanly occupations anti
ambitions ai by-gane ytars. Il is truc, institutions for leara-
ing arc mort numeraus as tht years increase ; women art ati-
mitteti freely ta coliege halls, anti the higher professions are
opta ta tbem as well as ta men, but are tht aims anti pur-
poses higber arnooins higb an order ta-day as tbey were years
ago whcn lcss attention was accordeti the superficial, sbowy
ticcoratiens of the roam anti tht attire, whea books were read
anti rt-read, anti there was sîreng, healtby ambition in tht
bearis ai tht rising geacmatien ta, excel ia mental calibre anti
ail tht best grades of heatax anti soul P We enti lu the book
just published, depictiag scents in the 111e ai Harriet Beecher
Stowe, that wben tht apples were being prepareti for tht win-
ter's citier apple sauce, Dr. Beecher proposedt Iat he anti tht
chiltiren shonîti tell what îbey knew of Sctî's novels ta inake
tht work go off faster. This made tht work fly, " white Har-
niet aften matie a correction or supplieti with joyful eagemness
some peinte îbey hati omitteti." This was wben tht great
writer was a mere chilti ; but tht Beecher family was flot tht
only ane ia wich il was tht custaom ta bîcati healthful accu-
pation wiîb amental stimulant, and sa inspire even tht chiltimen
ta knaw sometiag useful anti wortb remembeiag. Tht won-
tien is that any thinking, reasoning beiag dan become satis-
fied with tht mere peîîy, nnwortby ambition ttacbing toaa
desime taonîushine a neighbour in tht glitter ai showy crna-
ments la parlour or chamber, or tht glass of fine dress wbea
the soul's eqipment for living anti sining anti climbing on
* .,watf1s tht purpeses anti ambitions wich fit i eveatually
for a bigber anti better lieé is incamplete. We can neyer be
satisfleti with progress aleatiy madc wben greater possibilities
of seul culture are befare ns. Education anly begins on
eartb, but the more tht soul is trainedt t acquire andt t enjoy
tht better anti more complete tht lufe on eath will bc, anti tht
the grenIer we behieve will be the capniy for furtbcr knew-
letigeanti enjayment in beaven. Always pressing anwamti
anti coveing earnstly the bcst giits, ambition wili become
only another name for lot îy desires anti ver noble aspira-
tions-

Build tbee mont stately mransiens. 0 my seul,
As the swift seasons rol
Leave thy low.vaulted past t

Let eacb new temple, nobler than the last,
- Shut thet from beave., within a doime more vast,

Till thou alone art fret,
Lueving thy eutgrawr sheli by lifc's nnresting sea 1

-Chrits'an at- rk.
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ENTER TAINdIENT VERSUS IF'ORSIIJP.

The quickened thought cf people bath in the Churcb and
outiof it in these days of widespread agitation has staited
questions in ail directions.

Whatever may bc the fate and fruitage of Dr. l3riggs'
famous book IlWhitber," embracing twenty years of study
and research, t il not caver the entire ground of inquiry and
investigation. The slipping away fromn the sale anchorage
of a sound orthodoxy, as lieid in the past, is not the only
event that is suflicient te awaken apprebension and question
as ta final resuits.

There is much suggested in the aiarming fact that there
is a tendency te m1ake the Cburch of the living God a
theatre af entertainment rather than hald it sacred as the
temple designed by the Great Head af the Churcb te bc the
place where worship in spirit and in truth must bc offered
by those who assemble there. Thiere is an insinuating de-
mand menacing the mest sacred and vital interests cf the
Church at ibis time looking in the direction ai exaltiiig en-
tcrtainment above worship in the places consecrated only ta
one abject.

The music must bc set ta the scale of the opera ta de-
ligit and enrapture the cultivated ear and taste as a speci-
men of fine art rather than that hoiy inceuse af devou; 'vor-
ship breaîbing ferventiy the prayer for a closer walk with
God and the nearer and closer communion whicb wiil make
the face ta shine and tbe heart ta rejaice hecause cf the holy
feilow-,h.ip. The hend-iights and ioot-lights ai 'the pulpit
niust be sa arranged as ta send out the dazzing and blazing
corruscations cf an over-peweriug rbetori: ta the astonish-
ment af ait wbo listen, though i may resuit more in the exal-
tation ofithe huinan than in the glory ai the divine.

The aim ta popularize the Church in the direction of trans-
farming the haurs of hoiy worship mnbohurs af recreatton and
entertainmenî aiter tbe manuer of the opera and play hause,
is a mistake which wiil react upon the church by dwarfing
ber influence and defeaîiug tbe abject cf her grand mission.
To spiritualize every service by keeping steadify in view tbe
chief end cf man ta be the glorifying af God, wiil demand
the entbronement cf the idea aof orship iit every part ai the
service

Enough has been said in the Bible af the Churcb ta pre.
vent any uaseemly embarrassmnent caming upan the member-
ship if tbey are carefulta observe 2lid do according ta the
plain direction. The prompt and vigorous rebuke adminis-
rered by Christ Himself in driving out from His sacred temple
the horde of desecrators, is an instructive object lesson ta the
Christian world at this time.

The bandwriting af God upon the watts af bis eartbly
presence cbaînber, Il Hoiiness becomerb My bouse," pre.
sents no great difriculy in tbe interpretation tbereof. An over.
weening reacbing ou:ta win and hold tbe world by the means
approved by the gay and godless world must end, in an in-
glorious defeat of tbe Churcb in ber noble mission.

It is claimed tbe fornulated doctrine ai tbe Confession
af Faith in ane age may need revision in another age ta
suit lime and taiste and season, but the cardinal principie ai
the Cburch's growth and viîality is settled for ail lime and
aeeds no revision. " If Christ be lifted up, He will draw ail
mea unta Him." The most popular thing, therefore, that the
Cburch can do is ta adhere firmly ta the design and mission af
tbe great Founder.

The strong arm ai wealtb aught neyer ta be allowed ta
swing ber tbreatening cudgel over God's heritage, and dictate
the policy ai the Cburcb iu any measure. As long as God
bolds central af the gold and silver ai the world, He will put
it in the way ai His people, if they are faithiul and truc, te
mccl every obligation and demand in His work.-Central
West.

CL EAN LI1VING.

The Apostie James assures us that il is pre-eminentiy the
dnty cf a Christian te I'keep bimself unspotted frora tht
world." We are living in a world that is by ne means moraliy
dlean. We walk amid impurities from a tbausaud sources.
The mesi diligent and painstakirig effort will flot protect us
from the near presence ai things tbat may bring, and, in prac-
lice, do briag, defilement ta multitudes of seuls.

Twa brothers are drected by iheir parents ta go on an
errand, at the cnd ai a mnuddy sîreet. 02e of tbem gots aux-
iously and carefully, watcbing every step, turuing naw te this
side, now ta ibat, ta Ctud the clearesi and drie.st portion ai the
road. He cam;es home as dlean as wheu be first set out. He
bas kept imselfIl" unspotted "fromn the defilements of the
wav. The other pursues au opposite course. If ihere is a
mud-hole, he goes splashing tbrougb it. If there is a gar-
bage barre], be rubs up against it, :and gives it a ick and a
poke. If there kg a particularly dirty alley alang thertoute, be
investigates il. Dead dogs and cats are bis deligbî. Hales
iu back fences, gutters running witb mud, sooZy corners, and
faul-smelling patbs, are is deligbt,*and becames home wih
tomn clothes-that incorrigible source af terrer te mothers,
and diagusita ail decent people-"' the boy whe is always gel-
ting imtothe dirt." >

The errand of lufe on whicb ail ai us are sent, is per-
formed under very siailar circutastances. Tbe road we must
travel is by ne mens well kept or cleanly. fly the grace
and Spirit cf God we may avoid its defilement. Watchiul.
ness,-aa eager desire ta keep dlean lives, and ta walk in
clean ways, is, however, constantly necessary. Living Ilun-
spotted from tbe world"ilotea requires us ta avrid îempting
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paths andi portions of the «Iciîy af destruction " that are
tbronged with eager and interested spedtatars. Diri and
dazzle are samnetîmes astonisbingly near îogetber. With ail
aur care te chnose dlean ways, our treacherous feet will uften
icad us into the Ilback aleys ai sin." We persuade ourseives
that tbey cannaI be se foui after ail. Il is a treacheraus plea,
andi always leads ta defilement which enly bitter tears of re-
peatance can wash out. But if a mani is a Christian at ail,
the generai course and tenor ai bis footsteps is towards
clean ways and a dlean life. He dees flot naturally seek the
foui things. He dors net watcb eagcriv for the garbage
cart, or voluntarily tura rag-picker in the gutters of society.
If there is a muti-putitle tn bis wvay, he goes areund il. Ina
other words, white the teadency ai unconverted mca k te grow
more in lave witb the vile things and the sinful tbings ai ibis
worid, andti t be increasingly defiled îherewith, the truc
Christian becomes mare and more careful ta avoid defle.
ment, andt t keep himiselfIl unspotteti from tbe world."

Ail ibis requires constant vigilance and ceusianti prayer.
The man who tbinks thai without divine help he tan tread
such a journey, bas very împerfectly cstîmanted the petits of
that journey, or sadly aver.estimaîed bis awn powers. If Paul
coulti ticlare, ta tbe sublime confidence ai a living faith, "I1
can do ail thîngs through Christ, which strengthenetb me,"
he was aise obiiged, iu bittîeness ai saulta confess, IlWhea
I wouid do good, evii is present with me. Who ai us, un-
aideti, can dlaim ta be suii-cient for these îhirogs ?- Chrù flan
Index.

A REASONABLE SERVICE.

Thc service wbicb Christ requires froam His disciples is
ual an unjust or an unreasonabie one. He is net a tyrant ta
impose hcavy burdeas andi impossible îasks on bis followers,
but the reverse. His service is reasonable, His yoke is easy,
His burdea is ligbt.

WVheu a man is eaîirely coasecmated to to Gad, and in a po-
tion where Goti can use h im, the service is then not grievous
but jayous ; flot irksome, but pleasant. Il is when the iili is
flot subdued, wbeu man is flot in harmony wih God, that the
service seems bard. If ail the wbeels ia an engine work la
barmony with the drive-wbeel, evt:ytbing moves along lake
a thinZ ofaifle ; but if some ai the cags gel ont of joint, thea
there is trouble. Selivben a Christian is right witb thet Mas-
ter, lie cati surmaunt obstacles, conquer difficulties anti tri-
umiph over every trouble But wben be lets seme luttle doubt
or fear or indulgence gel ha bis beart, then bie is well crip.
pied.

Tht service ta one wvbo is in perfect harmony with God
and His laws is as pleasart and easy as flying ta a bird or
swimming ta a flsb.

Tht service i- reasonable because il is pleasant, possible
andi profitable. Evea the weakest Christian is, through grade
imparted, stronger than ail the powers ai darkness combined.
Ve cati do ail things îhrougb Christ strengîbening you ; anti
ail tbings werk together for goodt t them that lave and serve
Gati.

UNSPOKEN WORDS.

"Il is impossible but that offeuces wilt came." Every
day brings ils provocations, ils perplexities, ils misuatier-
standings. Irritations arise ; frictions make tbeir appearance ;
hurts are receiveti. How bard i is amiti ail these conditions
te guarti ane's tangue, andi leave unspoken what is best cov-
ereti by silence i

A mosquito biîemay, if properly cultivaieti, dtvelop itaa
ulcer. Keep the skia thoraughly abraded, sprinkie on a latle
acid, toucb il with minute articles ai poison, and onr may have
a canker or a gangrene. The body will soon discharge ilis
impumities into that sunken place, and help convert il inta an
open sewer. But let a masquita bite aloni' or apply a lttie
sweet ail andi ammonia, andtili soor. disappears, Ieaving na
trace.

A littie wount inh tht spirit may be cultivateti unpil the
wbole nature is iniecteti. I"A soit answer tunth away
wrath?. Il Gentle silence prevenîs untolti trouble." IlA
word fitly spoken is like apples ai gold in pictumes ai silver.-
Christian ./dvance.

MOSES AND RIS CRITICS.

Il is rcfeshing te finti such flrm fathl in the fBible, inaa
geologisi ai such wvoriti-wiie lamne lîke Sir J. William Dawson,
F.B.S. la the Con!cm,Iorary Review there is an article by
him on "Genesis, and Same afitis Critics.Y Uahappily, be
fintis these critics in mea wha sit ha theological chairs in uni-
versities, determining the buman processes by which the
Scriptures were composed, andi sneeriag at every man who
does not accept their dicta. Against these " critics of yester-
day " Sir William Dawson contentis that the editor or auther
ai "Itht noble composition contained inl Genesis iii.11 anti
was a man wbo kaew wl'at he was saying: %vas tiot a wriîer
ai such absolute mental imbecility as aur modern doctors make
oui ; that he hati profaunti and accurate conceptions af phy-
sical lacis ; that there is ne sncb contradiction beîween Gen-
esis 1. and ii. as these modern crities supnose ; that the Bible
account oi Eden is susînineti by recetl geegraphical research-'
es ; and that the antiquity, uniîy and genuineness ai tht
carly chapiers of Genesis will flot sufer from literary, linguis-
tic andi scient ific eaquinies, however far îbey be.


