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TORONTO, WEDNESDA.Y, NOVEMBER 2, 188;.

CHRISTIAN people the world over were consider-
ably astonished the aother day to learn that Spurgeon
had withdrawn from the Baptist Union  1n announc-
ing his decision, he says -

To pursue union at the expense of the truth is ‘reason to

Jesus. To tamper with His doctrine is to become traitors
to flim. We have before us the wretched spectacle of pro-
fessedly onthodux Chnsuans publicly avoswing unon with
those who deny the faith, calling the fall of man a fable and
denying the personality of the Holy Ghost. Replying 1o
the question why he does not start a new densmnation, he
says thatit 1s a question for which he has no hking ; that
there are envugh denuaminativne alicady, and thad of anuiher
were formed the thieves and robhes whn hav - entered the
other gardens walled around would enter it also, so nothing
would be gained.
All of which is no doubt true, but would 1t not have
been better for Spurgeon to have remained within his
church and to have put the heretics out? Any one
can easily understand how a man who loves preach-
ing as Spurgeon does, and who has so many kinds of
useful work on his hands, would shrink from the loss
of time and from the worry and stnfe of a long heresy
trial.  Still disagreeable duties have to be discharged,
and we think a majority of good men would say that
Spurgeon should have stood his ground and made the
heterodox men go. Dr. Patton found Lere.y in the
Chicago Presbytery, but instead of going out himself,
he made things so hot that Swing had to go. Per-
haps Spurgeon is afraid that there are not enough of
orthodox men in the English Baptist Union to put
the heterodox men out.

SPECIAL religious services in a Methodist Church
in a Western town, conducted by a lady cvangelist,
were brought to a sudden close last week under rather
peculiar circumstances. The audience room of the
church had been newly painted, and the trustees
Jhought the paint was not quite dry  The friends of
the lady thought differently, and insisted on moving
the meeting from”the basement to the body of the
church. A local paper states the difficulty, in thi.
way :

The lady’s friends say that the best putiivn of the Church

is none tuu good to save souls, that the angels wuuld give
the best rcoms in paradise if they cuuld bring but one erring
sinner 1nto the fold of Chnst.  Thuse who support the
acuon of the uustees do nut deny all thai, Luisay un the viher
hand that an earnest striver afier the water ol lile cuuid
find it as pure and sweet in the plainest as well as the “*best”
room, and that while undoubted damage would be doune
to the new furnishings ol the church in their present in-
choate state, the caase of Chnst cuuld be oo beuer served
there than io the basement.
And a sensible r would perhaps say that if either
party had much of the spirit of Christ this unseemly
strife would never have arisen  And a seeptic would
be sure to point to the quarrel as fresh evid .nce that
religion is a fraud. And mea who don't oelieve in
special services will most assuvedly use .his quarrel
as evidence that special services are fraught with dan-
ger, and almost certain to produce strife  And worse
than all, old Satan wi'l have a tricn.ph in the very
Church of God. There is no tr'umph that helps the
devil so much as a triumph witkin the Church. A
triumph in a bar-room of a hotel is not worth half as
much to the devil as a triumph within the Church.

THR problem that Spurgeon has just solved by
cutting himself loose from the Baptist Union is one
that in principle, though on a sinaller scale, often pre-
sents itself to many a uséful minister. In his congre-
gation a clique is formed to worry him into a resigna-
tion. A large majority of the peopie arein his favour,
but they are slow in making their influence felt.  The
clique is organized, and the people are not. The
chique are aggressive, but the people arc passive. The
clique like fighting ; the people want peace. The
clique use any kind of means, however vile, to accom
plish their purpose , the people, if they move at all,
will not do anything unclean. The alternative pre.
sented to the pastor is. Stay, and fight that clique,
or go clsewhere and preach the Cgspcl in peace. Usu-
ally he goes. Perhaps he hates strife, while his
opponents Iike it.  He knows that 1t the case comes
before his Presbytery it will soon be so encumbered
with technicalities and side «ssues that the main isaue
will be lost sight of. He may know, too, that some
members of Presbytery are in sympathy with the
chque, and will do all in their power agamsi hun.
He values the peace of his family, and knows that so

long as the clique conuinue to fight him lis family will”’

be kept in a state of torture. Usually he solves the
dificulty by going. And still the question will always
come up, Is that the nght thing to do? Should the
wrong be allowed to triumph over the right in the
Church of God? Teople make a great fuss when there
is a failure of justice in a avil court, or when the
wrong tnumphs over the right in Parhament. Some
of the very same people will tcll you that minornty
rule and a triumph of the wrong over the nght are
for the good of the Church !

SPURGEON'S SECESSIONMN.

As was hinted in several quarters a few weeks ago,
Mr. Spurgeon has at last taken the grave step ol
sevenng his connection with the English Bapust
Union. Such a proceeding on the part of the great
Baptist preacher 1s 1n a measure surpnsing, and 1t 1s
regarded by very many with profound regret. Heis
not only endowed with great gifts, and possessed of
eminent piety, but he 1s no less eminent by reason of
his strong common sense ; hence 1t is all the more
surprising that he virtually passes sentence of ex-
communication on all his brethren, orthodox and
heterodox alike. Itis from no sentuimental motive
that he assumes a positien of ecclesiastical isolation.
There is nothing of the modern Pharisee about the
pastor of the Tabernacle. His strong healthy moral
nature would prevent him from aberrations of that
kind. It is not from overweening vanity that heis
vrompted to place himself in conspicuous sohitude.
Considering the very prominent position he has main-
tained for over thirty years, he is singularly free from
.-mity and affectation of all kinds. A man of his
make and surroundings co.ld not possibly be devoid
of all self-consciousness, but there has never been an
obtrusion of its presence. Neither 1s Mr. Spurgeon
afllicted with the craze that he is born and sent into
the wo:1d to dominate the minds of men. No public
man has been more energetic 1n remonstiance against
the domineenng assumption of personal leadership,
esther in Chiurch or State. )

Poor £dward Irving lost his balance amid the ex-
citemen* of fashionable London. At one time he was
the idol of the great who crowded his church, and
then left him to neglect and the bitterness of disap-
pommtment. Edward Irving and Charles H. Spurgeon
are differently constituted men, and their histortes are
different. No one expects that the latter will wander
off into absurdities, and claim the gift of tongues.
He finds the plain, vigorous Saxon he knows so well
bow to employ sufficient to express the taoughts he
desires to convey to the people. The maintenance ot
lus position is almost unprecedented. He has given
no reason why he should be neglected, but popular
aponreciation is sometimes lacking in discernment,
and is proverbially fickle. In Spurgeon's case, how-
ever, it has been phenomeni!’ _oastant. From the
first his place of worship was crowded, necessitating
in a short time the erection of one of the largest audi-
toriums for religious services in London. There has
been ro falling away in the atiendance, or in the ap-
preciation of the great pre.acher. Neither has there
been any diminution of his pulpit power. English.
speaking visitors to the British uncttopobs, no matter
whence or how far they have come, inquire their way

to the Surrcy Tabernacle, and listen with interest, de.
light and profit to Spurgeon’s proclamations of Gospel
truth. His printed sermons have found numérous
readers in all quarters of the world. It is not disap-.
pointed ambuion that has induced Mr. Spurgeon to
snap the ties that bind him to his brethren,

Itis unquestionalile that there have been wide depar-
tures from evangelical doctrine, both in the English
Congregational and Bantist Churches ; but it is pos-
sible that Mr. Spurgeon may be inclined to take a too
pessimistic view of the outlook. After all, have
Churches resting on (he Congregational theory of
governmeat a fixed and definite standard of doctrines
by which delinquents can be t-ied? By what process
can an unsound pastor be brougnt to book? An as.
sociation has only a very imperfect and shadowy
jutisdiction over an etning theoivgian, whether broad
ormarrow. If his congregation is in sympathy with
his views, whatever they may be, there the matter
ends, he is free to go or stay as a najunity of the
congregation may dewernune.  Is it beeause Congre-
gationalism virtually s powerless to deal with here.
tical teaclung thae Mi. Spuipcon nas telt cunsurained
to withdrww frum  the Lapte. Assvuativn?  He has
not yet smid so, and the conclusion that such is the
case 1s scarcely warranied, .

In both the English Congregational and Baptist
huarches there are men of rare endowiients adorning
the Noncorformist nmumstry, who are markedly
evangehical i thewr preaching, and there are many
of lesser note in both communions against whom
there 1s no room for suspicion that they are departng
from the faith once delivered to the saints. Why act
as if they were heathien men and publicans? Why
not remain in the assodiation, and give the orthodox
brethren the support and sympathy that union with
them would enhance. In a recent cable despatch it
is stated that Mr. Spurgeon has no intention of estab-
lishing a new branch of the evangelical Church, but
he has expressed his desire for a larger union of the
Christian Church than has yet been realized. It does
not seem the most direct way to begin such a inove.
ment by cutting loose entirely from all organization,
except on the supposition that Church union is to be
attained by pulling all exisliag Churches to pieces,
and constructing a better and more glorious union out
of the material thus thrown looss.

The effect of Mr. Spurgeon’s withdrawal from the
Baptist Union is not likely to lead to very great re-
sults. Sympathizers with the New Theology will not
be much affected byit. They will continue to spin
and expound the theories that please them and their
adherents, and matters will remain much as they are.
Mr. Spurgeon will neither add to nor diminish his
orthodox stature by assuming a solitary position in
the dissidence of dissent. He will be listened to with
the same cordiality as ever, and will be respected for
his conscientiousness, but his retirement from the
Baptist Association will neither work an ecclesiastical
revolution, nor a doctrinal reformation.

SOCIAL PROBLEMS.

FOR seyeral weeks the greatest caputal i the world
has been moure or less disquicted on account of de-
munstrauvns by a section of unemnployed workmen
and chronic wdlers. Beyuad putung quiet ciizens
into a state ot trepidation and alarm, no setivus con-
sequences have as yet foliveed the demonsuations.
Unbke sunuar nisings two years ago, resulling in the
sacking ot shups, there has been nudhing beyond ctreet
parades and the dulivery ot pungeat vratory by stump
speakers. The pulice have uniy intertered occasion-
ally to break up processions and to protect property.
There has been studied furbearan.e on the part of
the authuriies. They have wistiy austained from
action that would only bave caused exasperauon
and led to serious consequences. Qae of the most
notable and most unwarrantabtle of the demon-
strations was the unseemly irruption into the sacred
precincts of Westmunster Abbey during divine service,
and the behaviour of the crond in the sanctoary.
The offiuaung clergyman did not act vaworthily in
the unusual position 1in which he was placed. He
made an honest thou,h unsuccessful eadeavour to
propitiate the unlovked-for add.iion to his audience,
presenting a marked cuntiast to the ordinary rlass of
worshippers who assemble in the stately building.
His conabacory rem: ' s were met by rude and in-
dignant retorts, and-th. .. is little evidence that the




