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carefully prepared and exhaustive report on Statistics, which
it was agreed to discuss at the neat regular meeting with a
view of developing n larger spirit of liberality among the
waembers of our conpregations. Mr Calder pave in a short
report on Temperance which was reeeived.  Members com-
plained that the Assembly’s questions on Temperance are
not received in time to allow a report to be made on this
important subject.  The Maodecator gave a brief report on
Sabbath schools, amd had to complain of the difficulty of
getting returns from all the schiools, The Convencer of the
Presbytery’s Committee on Sabhath Schools was appointed
a member of the Sabbath School Convention Committee,
the Convention to report through him to  _.e Presbytery.
The Presbytery heard the trial discourses of Mr. M. K.
Shearer, B.A., and Mr. Robest Stewart, I3 A., and exam-
ined the candidates on Church Hhstory and Theology. The
trials were sustained and the candidates licensed to preach
the Gospel. At the request of the Moderator, the Rev, J.
Ferguson, ex-Moderator, addressed the licentiates in a few
words of counsel and encowragement.  The Home Mission
Report was read by the Convener, Mr Lang  “The repost
referred to the following matters© 1 That aid receiving
congregations had received for the last half year the full
grants, and that an carnest and united effort will require to
be made in order to continue the Augmentation Fund in
anything like efficiency. 2. That Mr. J. C. Martin and
Mr. J. McLean, students, had been employed tosupply Dal
housic Millsand East Lancaster during the summer vacation.
3. That the French Mission work, carried on by Mr. M.
Junod, is prospering, and the results are very encnuraging,
though only $51.61 have as yet been contributed by the can-
grcgalions for this special work. It was recommended that
Moderators of vacant congregations report to each regular
mecting of Presbytery the condition and progiess of the va-
cant charges under their care.  The report was received and
the recommendations adopted.  Treasurer’s repont showed
a few congregations still in arrears to the Preshytery and
Synod Fund. A Presbyterial visitation of Kerkiull and Alex-
andria was appointed to be held before next regular meet-
ing. The Clerk was instructed to prescribe suljects of ex-
ercises to the students within the bounds. A request from
Alexandria to be allowed tosell the present site for a manse
was granted, as also a request from that congregation for
moderation in a call to a minister.  Next meeting will be
held at Alexandria on Tuesday, 22nd Septemlier, 1883, at
cleven o'clock a.m.—W. A. LANG, Pres, Uleri.

PRESHYTERY OF WInMIPEG.—This Presbytery met in
Knox Church recently.  There were present f\'c\'. Messrs.
Lawrence, Macfarlane, Polsun, Douglas, P'rofessor Iart
and Whimster, ministers, and R. Diaon, elder. This
meeting was unusually small, owing tu the alseace of sev-
eral members of the court from the Province at this season.
On motion of Professor Hant, secomded Ly Mr. Macfarlane,
the Presbytery appointed Mr. Dauglas Maoderator dunng
the ensuing six months.  Rev. C, W. Beyden being present,
the clerk introduced him to the court as having arrived in the
country since the last mceting of Presbyteryandashaving been
by its Home Mission C ummtice placed i charge of Selkirk,

he clerk moved that Ye benvated 1o sit wath Presbytery as
a corresponding member.  The clerk submitted a printed
financial and statistical statement as instructed by resolution
at last meeting, On motion of Professor art, seconded
by Mr. Polson, the Presbytery agreed to receive this report
and consider it scriaters,  “Uhe first clause referred to Clear-
springs.  Afier a long discussion on the financial state of af-
fairs 10 that field the Presbytery agreed 1o appomt the Suo-
penintendent of Missions and Rev. Mr. Prngle to visit Mr.
Palson's charge, and mect with the managers of the several
stations, and also with the people. They were instructed
to report to the next mecting of Preshytery.  The cleth
was instructed to write the several stations of the Green-
wood group and bring before them the matter of arrears
owing to their missionary.  Rev. Mr. Lawrence and the
clerk were appointed to visit Headingly and associated sta-
tions, and urge them to meet their financial obligations
The Presbytery appointed Rev. A. Macfarlane, Moderator,
and Messts. J. P Matheson, Jacob Scott, D. McLeod, D.
McDougall, amd John Stewart, an interim session for Mea-
dow Lea and l‘nplar Point, and instrucied it to procecd
o clect and ordain three elders to form a session for thay
ficld. On motion of Mr. Polson, scconded by Mr., Macfar
lane, the Presbytery adopted a minute cxpressing grate-
ful recognition of the worth and labours of Rev. Alexan-
der Matheson, translated to the Presbytery of Glenparry.
Professor Hart moved, secanded by Mr. Polson, that in ac
cordance with the instructions of’ the Synod to this Pres.
bytery toappoint an additional representative on the Synod’s
Home Mission Committce, Rev, Mr. Pringle, who repre-
sented the Preshytery last year thereon, be appointed again
to the same position.  Mr. Douglas expluned {ully the <on-
duion of financial matters v Morns conpregauon. The
Presbytery instructed the cletk to write to the scveral sta.
tivnsin this charge and call their attention to any arrears yet
duc their missionary, and to acknowledge the Presbytery’s
satisfzction with the cfforts they have made in paying up
the amount duc in the past. Dr. Dickson, clder, tcported
that Selkirk had paid its share of the amount duc Rev.
Mir, Matheson. On motionof Rev. Mr. Lawrence, seconded
by M. Dickson, the Presbytery agreed to defer considera
tion of arrears due by Little Britain until its next mecting.
The clerkemoved, seconded by Mr. Polson, that'Rev. C. W,
Hryden, in'compliance with the request of Selkirk congrega-
tian, be appainted missionary in charge of said congtegation
for the cnsuing six months, and that he be asked to visit
and nieach at Selkirk East and Clandeboye and report to
this Presbytery at its next mecting as to the advisability of
conducting vegular services there.  This was unanimously
agiced to.  The clerk was instructed to wiite to Spring-
ficld, Sunnyside and Cook's Creck and ntorm them that
thic Preshytery expects them to pay the expenses incurred
b these appointed to take pacd in the induction of their
minister.  In this connection the Presbytery instructed its
elerl *ninfarm all congrepativns that all expenses mcurrend
in cannection with inductions arc to be borne by the con.
sregguons interested ; and are to be g:dd at the time of in.

uction.  Rev, Mr. Lawrence reported that Stonewall con-

gregation had paid up allits arrears.  Rev. M. McKenzie
reported that no arrcars existed at Rat Portage. The sup-
ply of Emerson, Niverville and Whitemouth was remitted to
the Presbytery's [Tome Mission Committee,  The clerk read
an extract winute of the General Assembly, which stated
that Mcssrs, 11, W, Fraser and A. B, Winchester had been
granted the status of theological students of the second
rear 1n Manitoba College, and the clerk was instructed to
mumate this to the Senate of the College.  The superin-
tendent reported that the previous night he moderated inacail
at Rat Portage ; that the call had issued in favour of Rev.
M. “McKenzie, missionary in charge. and was unammous
andd hearty; that he had left the call in the hands of the
sessivn for further signatures; and that it would be forwar
ded to the clerk of the Presbytery i two or three days,
He further stated that the congregation had guaranteed a
salary of 1,000 and 2 manse, and that the said sum
would be pad in munthly nsiatments  The Presbytery
agreed to recave the above report, sustain the conduct of
the superintendent, thank him for hus diligence, mstruct
the cletk to place the call in the hands of Mr. Mchenzie
fur las consideration, and in the event of his acceprance
authunze the moderator and clerh to wake arrangements
for his induction at an early date.  The Presbytery ap.
pointed Rev, Principal King  Convener), Messrs, Gordon,
Pitbladu, Pringle and Mr. Copeland and Dr. Agnew, acomn-
mittee to draft a2 constitution for congregational mission-
ary assuciations to be orgamzed n the different congrrega-
tions and mission_ fields of the Presbytery, and the commit-
tee was instructed to communicate with nunisters and mis
sionaries with a view to having such an assoctation ourgan
ized 10 each congregation as early as possible.  This com-
wittec was instructed to repdffl.at nest meeting.  The fol-
lowing were appointed to nohinate the standig¥gommit-
1ces of Presbytery for the year to report af nexrnleeting,
viz. : Professor Hart (Convener), Messrs, Whimsterabd Pit-
blado. The cletk moved, duly seconded by Rev. Mr.
Polson, that this Presbytery desires to put on record its
sense of the good service rendered by Rev. Messts. Gor-
don and Pithlado in consenting to accompany, in the eapa-
aity of chaplains, the volunteers who had gone to quell the
wsurrecuon.  This Presbytery recogmzes that these beloved
brethren have in so doing made no small sacnfice of personal
comfort, and no small sacrifice otherwise, and that the con-
gregativns of ti. Andrew's ard Knox Churches, \Winmipeg,
are worthy of all praise, in having so cordially and gen-
crously consented to thiir pastors’ acceptance of the invi-
tation cxtended to the. by the 66th and goth Battalions
tv minister to their spititual necessities dunng  their
active service in defence of our country ; and this Presby-
tery most cordially consents hercby to their absence from
their respective charges so long as said duty may require
their presence with the troops.  The Presbvtery then ad-
journed to meet in Knox Church, Winmpeg, on Tuesday,
September S, at half-past seven o'clock p.m.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
Aug 32,1 {x Kings18-

-l ELIJAH MEETING AHAB. ings

Goirnex Text.- “Ye have forsaken the command-
ments of the Lord and thou hast followed Baalim."—
1 Kings viii. : 18,

TiME.~~About 907 B.C., three and a-hal{ years after the
beginning of the last lesson.

INTRODUCTION.

An interesting ncident 1s passed over between this lesson
and the last, viz., the death of the son of the widow in whose
house Eljah wasabiding.

She with her semi-heathenish views regarded the death as
a punishment for her sin—brought about by the presence of
the man of God.  Elyah took the dead child from her and
taking the body to s own chamber, Iaid it on hus bed, and
then cricd to the Lord—in is deep compassion and sorrow,
asking the Lord why this cvil had come in addition to the
other affiictions of the past year.

He then stretched himself upon the child three times and
cuied : ** Jchovah, my God, te* tlus child’s soul come nto
him again.” Al the Lord answered the prayer of faith,
and restored the chld to Bife. This muracle greatly strengih-
cned the faith of the woman.  And she declared her full
confidence that the words spokea by him should come to pass.

Elijah’s greatness as the forerunner of Christ appears in
this wiracle, a greatness g'hx.ch he reaghed in 2 way that is
open to all who will wall fnvit. By close walhing with God
—aluding i Chnst  although we may not attain to miracle
worhing, wc may acquire 2 spintual lever that will awaken
those who are dead 1n trespasses and stns, which is a more
important gift. .

That isall that is known of Elijah during these two 3’3-‘&
that he thus remained in seclusion. I certainly was not
idle. What the naturc of his woik was may not casily bean-
dicated, but such a prisoner would render important service
in his cells.  To so ascetic a life rigorous discipline wouid
not be painful; but the great sorrow of his soul would be the
ruinous idolatry of Isracl and the dishonour of God. e
would watch closcly and prayerfully the cffects ot the drought
upon the ing and pedple, and be disappointed to find them
hardening.their hard and impenitent heasts.

EXPLANATORY. A

1. Why do the Heathen Rage?—The most -hopeless -
thing that any onc can lry tv do isto try to hiold out aganst
God. That Ahab tried 1o 2o .

1) In sceking supplies. —The famine was so temble that
it :\'{s difficult lso gcjl’;cilhcrﬁd or watet.  Ahab and Oba.
diah divided the tetritury betwecen them - ame to go cach
way to sce if they could find_cnouch supplics to keep the
horses and mules from perishing. The case is becoming des.

perate and yet there is no indication that Ahab was humbled

or turned to the Lord for forgiveness or help, although he
knows that another year or two will completely ruin the
country if no rain comes and that the God who can withhold
for three years can for ten.  Poor stubborn hdarts that will
heap up wrath aganst the day of wrath. i,

(2} [n sceking Elijah, ver. 10.--Abab sought Elijah in”
every corner of his own country and the neigh
tries.  \When word came from any country that the search
was fruitless he made them swear that they spoke the truth,
lest they should be impesing o~ him and trying to conceal
the prophet. Had he succeeded in finding him he no doubt
thaught he could compel him to allow rain to come, or by
killing him remove the restraint laid upon the clouds. Poor
man, he could not see that Elijah was an instrument only,
and that he was contending with the Almighty.

(3) I slaying the prophets, ver. 5.—It may be iun a
spirit of retaliation that Jezebel determined that she would
have nothing more to do with }chuvah——wunld punish Ilim
by Hlotting His worship out of the land.  Like Pharaoh,
<he said - ** Who is Jehovah that 7 should worship him?2 *
She proceeded to do so by the destruction of every prophet
upen wham she could lay hier hands, and  the establishment
of Baal as the god of the land and by the support of many
priests to minister at his altars,

Thus the impotent rage of these idolaters was allowed to
work until the appointed time.

11. Obadiah meets Elijah.—In Obadiah we find o beau.
tiful character—an oasis in the desert.  We sce

(1} Moral Courage.—It required a good deal of courage
to hive a Chustian life i such a position as that which Oba-
diah uccupicd.  When all about us—and especially those
who are the influential—frown upon religion, it trics our
faithfulness sometimes severely.  But it is a good thipg td
Le tried and to endure temptation. N

That they who reject Christianity appreciate it is scen by
such instances as this . Ahab kept Obadiah in his position
hecause a good servant.

(2) Loved the Brethren.—When Jezebel was hunting the
prophets of the Lord tu death, Obadiab, at the risk of his
own life, hid one hundred of them in caves by fifties and
fed them with bread and water.  Of course this war of ex.
termination was only against the prophets, and Obadiah
may not have been in danger on account of his own views;
but had he been discovered thwarting Jezebel he must have
paid for it with hislife.

(3) Reverence for the Lord's prophet.—\When he met
Elijah and recugnized him he fell on hus face in reverent as.
tonishment, saying : ‘¢ Thou here, my lord Elijah 1"

How he cuuld be here after such a diligent scarch was
unsuccessful in finding him, was a mystery.

But the mystery was only a part of the mysterious manner
in which the Holy Spint transferred the prophet from place
to place.

When Elyah told him to go and call Ahab that he might
weet him, Obadial was afraid that the same thing would oc.
cur agamn.  Before he would return with Ahab Elijab would
be gone, and the king in wrath would tumn upon him as ifhe
had been trifling with him, and slay him. Hec told his
fears to Elijah, at the same tme pleading that he had been
the friend of the prophets and rescued a hundred of them.

Elijah quieted his fears by assuring him by an oath that he
would that day show himsclf to Ahab.

Before schom I stand. —There 15 the same Elijah—the
same spint that stood before Ahab three years and a-halfago.
A man standing in the presence of Jehovah and caring little
for any one cise.

111. Elijah meets Ahab.—Although Obadiah was afraid
of the displeasure of Ahab, Elijah was not.  He was pre-
pared-fg do whatever the Lor(f would have him do. And
when We try to do that the Lord will give needed strength.

Ahab to Elyyak. —Ahab, as soon as he got Obadiah’s mes-
sage. hastened to meet the prophet.  He thinks as he goes
along about the bhest way in which to treat him, He
sought him throughout all kingdoms, and now when he has
him what is the best thing to do with him is the problem.
Whatever he intended to do, if his mind was made up to any
definite course, the first thing was to impress him with his
offence, by speaking roughly to him.  Accordingly, .the.
first ward Ahab spoke was: *“ Art thou here, oh trogbler
of Istact 2™ ¢ thought that would bring Elijah to his'Yegt
at once as a sappliant, but was sadly mistaken. Like many
an unprincipled man, Ahab depreciated the strength of moral
courage. If Ahab had been a man of great physical courage
--whigh he was not —he would have found that the wman of
moral courage is as much his superior as the moral nature is
supcrior to the physical.

Eiyak to Aiab.—1e gets his own words back and troth-
fully. e is told that he and his father’s house are the cause
of Tsracl’s trouble in having forsaken the Lord and having
cleaved unto Baal. l'crh:x!ps Ahab had so far become
hardened as to lose sight of the fact that his own sin brought
all this trouble.  Many people’s consciences do become so
inscnsible as to throw the blame of troubles upon others
or upun God thmsclf, hut it never scems to occur to them
that they themsclves are at fault.  But the day is coming
when there shall be a rude awakening of cvery sleeping
conscience. s Nathan addressed ﬁ)avid's conscience,
so Elijah addressed Ahab’s s but unfortunately not with. sp
good effect. L N

But the purposc was the same. It would not hug God
that we should go on 1n sin until death comes, but it wonld
hurt us, and 10 merey He would save us by 1is chastise-
ments.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

1 The Lord’s will is often accomplished by inactivity.

2. Famines have often been the means of blessing.  Con-
sider thuse in the time of Juseph and Ruthand Clunese fam.-
inc of 1879, as cxamples.

3+ These prophets svete honouted wath 2 marntyr's crown.

4. Mcn hew out to themsclves cisterns that hold no water.

3. Comparc Elijan’s conduct and that of Moses before
Pharaoh and Danicl before Belshazear. ..

uring coun. "-*



