-~ TILTD

e s ——

==

ot o

R IR R e

STEN

P 3 a1}

yevgpeguvinptngte I8

R 2

pANREITTE At RISt vt

Arab it

-l TT
- — .

N T

W e mimeemm . pmane caseer e v oh men
o e e~

‘e

- >

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

[OcTonkr 29th, 1884.

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,
— PUBLISHED BY THE —
Prosbyterian Printing and Publishing Company
(" BLACKETT KOBIASON),

AT 5 JORDAN STREET, - TORONTO.

TerMs: $2 per annum, in advance.
|

ADVERTISING TERMS : Under 3 months, 10 cents per line

wer ditnertion 3 3montls, $1 e linet 6 months, 1.0 per line $ & year
;:.so. No advertiscinents charged at lews than five line. None other
than unchjectionable advertisetnents taken

'I'Ol{O.\'.TO, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 29, 1554,

WE have pleasure in presenting to our readers this
week THE CaNaDA PRESBVTERIWN printed entirely
from new type, which has been supplied by the Cana-
dian agency of Messrs. Miller & Richard, type foun-
ders, Edinburgh.  The aim has been to make it neat
and attractive.  Effort has not alone been confined to
its improvement mechanically.  Arrangements, to be
announced in due time, are now uearly completed by
which the usefulness, efficiency and value of Tur
CANADA PRESBYTFRIAN will be greatly enhanced It
will be our endeavour from time 1o thne 10 make such
improvements as will enable us 1o retain a first place
in the ranks of religious journalism  Fidelity 10 the
Church whose best interests it secks to promote, will
characterize it in the future aas it has done in the past
We can, with increasing confidence, bespeak the hearty
aid of our numerous readers and friends generally,
thronehnar the Church, to obmin for it the increased
circulation its merits desene

Tue issue of the Sabbath-schaul Hymnal has been
unavoidably delayed beyond the tune annvunced, but
we learn that it is already printed, and will be forth-
coming in a few weeks.

WHAT course of reading have you marked out for
this winter ? ‘This question conrerns every younyg man
and young woman in the country.  Aumidst the thou-
sands of bool:s that are within the reach of the *anjor-
ity of our young people, it would be nonsensc to tell
*hem ket o read.  Each one must sclect for himself
but he should read somiething~sometking good. * No
time to read,” reply a thousand voices. You have
all the time there is.  There are nodoubt a few ncople
in official positions in cvery comumunity, who have a
large number of engagements particularly i the cven-
ings, and also i conscquence find 1t very difficult to
enyage in systematc reading.  The vast majoruty of
young people, however, could read systematicaly if
they would. It is a good thing at the beginming of 2
winter to lay down certaun rules n regard to the use
of onc’s time.  One cvening should of course be given
to the prayer meeting. Perhaps another to church
work of some kind, but there should be a fum resolu-
tion to devote a certam number of hours cach week to
menal ‘'mprovement.  Picty of any kind is good but
intclligent picty is usually the best.  If our young
people could get hold of the 1dea that the society of
good books is better than that of middling men, it
would be a great thing for themselves and for the
Presbyterian Church.

“)oNDAY cvening Lowent toa Scoit Act mecting.
Tucsday cvening I drapped in to sce the Salvation
Army. Wednesday cvening 1 should have gone to
our own prayer mecting but went to the speaal ser-
vices in a ncighbouring church.  Thursday evemng 1
went to a lecture, and Friday evening to a concert.
“This evening there is no place 1o go to.  Neat week |
have an cngagement for cvery cvening.”  That s
about the kind of saliloguy in which a good many peo-
ple in viwns and villages might engageon almost any
Saturday cvening inwinter  Peaple who livein large
citics and in thc country are merdifully cxempt
from the scourge of going to something cvery cveming.
You can't go to cverything in a large city, and no
one trics ; in the country there is often nothing 0 go
to. Goingto some kind ofameeting crery cvening is a
habit that brings a certain class of people in towns and

thing in the shape of a weeting during winter, and
come out in spring as lean as Pharoal’s lean kine.
There is no class of people in this country halfso lean
intellectually and spiritually as this class who run to
some meeting every night. They cannot read ; they can-
not think ; they have no power to reflect or meditate ;
they are in misery except when on the jump.  They
are of no use to the Church and are of very little ser-
vice to theirown families.

IN his parting address at the mecting of the alumn
of Kuox College, Mr. Wilson struck the right key fora
Foreign Missionary or any other Christan worker.
Referring to his musston to Indi, Mr. Walson sind he
did net feel that in going to Tus distant field of labour
lie was making any sacnfice.  The word siacrifice he
thought should nut be used in any such connertion.
It was aprderlege to go to India and preach the Gospel
there. That is the right spirit.  The man who starts
to India or Chiny, or the North-west or anywhere,
whining about the sacnfice he is makmg in going,
had much better remain at home.  He is not the stuff
out of which amissionary or good preacher of any
kind can be made. If other people see proper to
eunlarge on the sacrifices our nussionaries make, good
and well.  Let them try to lessen the sacrifice by their
prayers and contributions.  There is another word
often used in connedtion with Christ's work which we
think should be abolished. The odious word durden.
How often do we hear it said at congregauonal and
other eccdesiastical meetings * the whole burden” falls
on the Session, ur on the Board of Trustees, or on the
Sabbath schools or on :ome Comnuttee or other.
Christ’s work a burden ! If any muan really feels that
his Master’s work is & burden he should enther lay
the burden down or pray for cnough grace to enable
him to feel that in working for the Saviour who died
fur hins heds caguying a prvilege.  Chnst's work s no
burden to any man that has a large measure of lovc to
Clwist in his heart.

PRAYERS FUR 1HE DEAD.

I is becoming manifest that within the Church of
Eugland there are widely divergent views. Evan.
gelicals and rhualists are further apart than are several
of the difierent denominations from cach other. It isno
violation of charity to say that the logical termination of
the sacerdotal movement is Romanism. Itis the way by
which many have reached that resting place, and by
which many morc will follow. One by onc the dogmas
discarded as unscriptural by the churches of the Re-
formation have been looked at first with longing cyes
and then finally adopted.

Onc of the latest evidences of the Romeward ten-
dency of the ritualistic movement docs not come from
St Albans, Holborn, but from New Westminster, B.C.
The Churchman’s Gazelfte is about as full-blown an
cxponent of extreme ritualism as is to be found out-
side the regular organs of the Church of Rome. A
late nuinber contains an article on “Prayers for the
Dead?  OQuispoken as this ritualistic publication us-
ually is it approaches the subject of intercession for
the dead in a cautious and tentative manner. The
article is a reprint from the London Stendard, founded
on an cxpression in onc of the fate Princess Alice’s
letters in which she mentions that after the loss of
her litic boy, her cldest son “always prays for
Freddie” While mildly deprecating criticism by
saying that it does not endorse cvery argument or
ilustmvion, the Churcltman’s Gazette commends the
vicws maintined. It evidently goes as far as pru-
dence will warrant. When such views are “com-
mended,” it is cvident that whenever it is supposed
the people are prepared o it, there will be a bold
and outspoken advocacy of prayers for the dead.

‘The writer i the Staszdard maintains that praying
for the dead 1s natural, and therefore is right.  hiis
well, hewever, 10 remember, that the natural heart is
not an authontative source of revelation as to the
nature and kind of worship that God requires and will
accept. It 1s to grace, not to nature, that we look for
the highest inspiration. He then goes on to argue
that the staie of probation isnot imited to thus side of
the grave, thercfore prayer for the dead may be cffi-
catous. Thus we have a litle more of this peculiar
kind of *natural” theology. Then if we do not pray
for the dead we arce in a sure way of neglecting prayer
for the living,—obviously a lame and impotent con-
dusion. After a display of subtle sophistry as 1o the

villages to the verge of idiocy. They devour every-

possibility of prayer cficcting a change for the better

istic symbolism.

in the case of those who have carried their sinful
natures with them into the unscen state, the writes
falls back on what he conceives to be his strongest
argument, which is, that forbidding prayers for the
dead is to discourage prayer altogether.

It will be noticed that in all this there is not o
single appeal to the teaching of sacred Scripture on
the subject of prayer. The writer does not adduce
cither a single precept or example from the words of
Christ or His apostles by which this dogma is com-
mended expressly or by mnplication.  Prayer for the
dead being unmentioned in Scnipture was  sufficient
ground for s rejection by the Reformers and those
who came after them. There 1s no hunt of such a
thing n our Lord's mtercessory prayer. It has no
place in that from winch Chnist taught His disciples,
and in essence it comprehends all prayer.  Probation,
.after death is a mere fanciful speculation. Those who
dic in Christ obtain a full salvauon. They do not
need our prayers.  With those who dic impenitent
we can exert no more influence.  * Shall not the
Judge of all the carth do right?”  If it is true that we
do not know how to pray as we oupght, and that we
should pray for things agrecable to His will, then it is
clear that it would be unwarrantable presumption to
pray for those who have passed from the present life,

Another good reason why evangelical churches do
not pray for the spirits of the departed 1s that this very
dogma was the fruitful source of superstition and cor-
ruption which culminated in masses for the dead and
trafficking in sacred things.

Now suppose that the ritualistic section of the Angh-
<an Church adopted this distinctive feature of Roman-
ism, prayer for the dead, will it stop theve 2 The sue.
cessive stages will be casily reached. Purgatory 1s not
far oft.  Then will come requem masses for the repose
of the souls of the dead. Rituahisin is a retrograde
movement. It sets its face toward the Middle Ages.
Esangelical Chnstianty looks toward the sunnsing.
It 1akes its doctrines from the inspired Word of Cod,
not from the dim tradittons of the past. Its mode of
worship is that taught by Christ and His apostles. It
secks to worship God in the beauty of holiness, not
with the artficial display of a gorgeous yet material-

CHRISTIAN UNION,

IN a very practical article on Christian Union, the
Glabe, among many other sensible things, says :—

It may be that the idea of absolule external unity of all
the scctions of the so.called Christian Church is a dream,
though a very beautiful and attractive one.  Still the num-
ber of sects may surely be greatly reduced, and where the
outward union of ccclesiastical organization cannat be accom-
plished the inward union of mutual respect and affection and
so far of co-opcration may be secured.  Episcopalians, Pres-
byterians, .\lclhod.iSls, Baptists, ctc,, may not as yet scc
theis way even scriously to discuss the question of an ncor-
poration which shall embrace them all. It does not, how-
cver, follow that while waiting for this which they fear will
never come, they have nothing about which they can work
in harmony and with success.” They can at any rate look
cach other in the face. They can meet cach other with
same measure of civility and brotherly kindness.  They can
recognize cach other as having, howcver mistakenly, one
common work to perform and onc common cnd to be
attained.  There is plenty of work for them all without -
truding upon cach other. Might there then not be as much
Christian fecling and charity as would lead them to respect
cach other’s ficlds of labour, and so to amange matters that
some districts would not be over-supplied, with the ordi.
nances of the Gospel whilc others were not supplied at all?
Ycs, the dream is very beautiful «nd attractive and it
is more—it is very popular just now, and that is the
reason why some people write articles and make
specches about union.  Everybody knows that or-
ganic union at present i an ulter impossibility.
Morcover it has never been shown that organic union
of all bodics would be an unmixed blessing even if we
had it.  Avall events there is no use in <liscussing the
question at present.  But why may we not, as our
contemporary asks, have substantial unity as maiters
now stand? No basis of union could be drawn up
to which all denominations would agree, but some-
thing quitc as good might be done. The different
dcnominations might cury on their work without
cndeavouring to make prosclytes from cach other. 1t
isall very well for 2 few leading men in cach church
who have no congregation to look aiter ard who are
not in any way brought into rivalry with their aeigh-
bours 10 speak and write about unicn. They forget
that hundreds of their brethren are not so favoumbly
situated.  Presbyterian pastors of small congregations
who have hard work all the year round to keep some
of their ncighbours from stealing from congregations



