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S ederves

®uR €oATRIBUTORS,

FORCES THAT ARE WORKING TOWARDS
A TRUER AND RICHER THEOLOGY.

Dr. A. Hodge, of Princeton, ia an abie paper onthis
subject, takes the ground that while progress may bo
looked for in the matter of criticism and exegesls,
nothipg important is to be expected regarding the
body of revealed doctrine which sets forih the char-
acter and purposes of God; and the nature, rclatlons,
and destinies of man as a sinner, togother with his
duties, privileges, and destinies as a believer—that in
this restricted sense no progress in theology is to be
expected. Simiiar is the position of Dr. Caven in his
articls published in the Catkolic Prestyterian, Juue,
1879.

But thero are other names of no.less note that take
the ground that even in this restricted sense there is
to be progress—a truer reading and a richerunfolding
of divine truth on all the points refeszed to. Thereare
forces at work, and have been at work for years, that
are full of promiss i this regard. One of thesois the

ever-increasing light thatis falling upon the sacred
page—a light disclosing deeper insights into God's
truth—sounder and truer views of those great matters
referred to by Dr. Hodge, and forcing upon us con-
clusions which in a previcus age had never been
dreamed of. The Verda Scripia is the same to-day
that it was two hundred years ago, when the Gensral

Assembly of the Church of Scotland ratified the Con-
fession of Faith and other standards, but our reacing
of those standards, in some respects, is not the same
as their reading. The first chapter of Genesis is just
what it was in the days of Ezra when hestoodupina
weoden pulpit and gave the sense thereof; but how
differantly would ;even Dr. A. Hodge, with ail his
raverence for the old landmarks, read tkat chapter in
the ampler vislon of the present day? Or to taks
another case—ths doctrine pertaining te the duty of
the Civil Magistrate in relation to the Church., That
doctring is set forth in the twenty-third chapter of the
Corfession of Faith, in the sense in which it was
understood by our Westminster divines. It clothes
the civil ruler with supreme power, makes him a judge
in matters pertaining to doctrine, gives bim the swerd
—tho literal sword which heis not to bear in vain—
bat to put down everything that hs may judge heret-
fcal. Persecution, extermioation, was the threat
which he was to fisut in the face of every dissenter,
In short, there was to be no such thing as toler-
ationin tnatters pertaining to tle conscisnce such as
we now enjoy. Is there any body of Christians pre.
pared to accept of this chapter in the persecuting sense
~the sense in which it was understood in those days ?
1t still forms a part of our standards, but cum sofa—
with limitations and qualifications.

- In the study of the volume of nature grezt progress
has been madein reading aright the fects submitted,
2nd so also in the volume of revelation; Theastrono-
mer who turns his glass night after night upon those
silent: stars -that lcok down on the graves of many
generations, is in a different position to.day from the
early fire-worshippers that contemplated them simply
as so many shining points scattered at random over
the vanlt of heaven. Hs would be a dall scholar in-
deed, had he not learncd to look deeper down into the
sun, the moon, and the stars, than the eastern magi,
and tell us somcthing of their character and constitu-
tion. How much richer those beaveans than they had
supposed ! What did'they know about the Coronalof

he sun, the craters of the moo, or the belts of Jupiter?
And yet these heavens are the same that they were

. inthe days of the patriarch when sitting under the

pal: tree he discussed of Oron, of Arcturus and his
sons, and the sweet influences of the Pleiades. No
change-has taken place-in the object of ohservation,
but 2 charge has taken place in the observer, The
one factor is a coestant quantity, the other varlable,
So also in Bible interpretation. The Verda Serigta
is the same that it was-in the days of Augustine
whose view of ths doctrine of imputation of sin was so
extreme that he held thst all infants dglog.unbaptized
werd®daroned, “which faith)” he -said, speaking of
this and otb:z articles, * which faith, un!ess everyoae
do- keep ‘whols aad undeﬁ!cd, with‘out doubt; must
oveslastingly perish.”

We go all the length of the most: strizzeat in bold:
iog to the old landmarks—the best ascertained text
and dealing with the same 2y an unchaugnble factor,

Wa bave no sympathy with the views of Cardinal
Newmnn, and Professor Seely, and Schllermachg, as

to the principle of a successive and continuous revela.
tion running through all the ages, Such views might
at length land us in another Gospel, zad carry us far
away from that sure word of prophecy to which we do
well to take heed, until the day dawn and the day
star arlse ia our hearts. But whila seeking to honour
the Spirit of God in giving us a full Gospel in the
completed canon, we must take care that we do not
dishonour Him in ignoring the alds and iofluences
which He has promlsed to those that He would guide
iato L ath,

We have got an infallible recerd, but the question
is, have wo got an infatlable interpretation? “Cer.
tainly,” says the Romna Catholic, “ for it is the inter-
pretation of the Church,” Such a view is consistent
enough in his moutb, but it would be nonsense in ours;
and it would bo 2 great calamity to the Church were
her theology to become hide-bnund—-a mere capui
morluum, ~onding fosth no new shoots, aad recelving
no new acu.ssions of light or learning, such as thelong
and laborious scholarship of ages might offer. We
have been learning in the past—learning both inten.
slvely and extensively. We have been growing both
in depth and in breadth, since the days of the apostles
and the prophets, for much that they otly saw in
vision, has been actualized in history. Like letter
carriers, they delivered their message, knowing, per-
haps little of the import (2, second coming)—for it
was to us and not to themselves they did minister ;
and so, by the increasing light and the constant teach-
ing of that good Spirit that leads into all truth, we can
now t-ead with a firmer step into the depths of a doc-
trinal statement than ever Origin or Augustine counld.
We have made discoveries in thesacred page of the
Word, just 28 the astropomer has made discoveriesia
the astral page of the itmament, Therethetelescope
is ever revealing new wonders, bringing within the
range of human ken worlds on worlds whose exist-
ence wasnever suspected before.  So with the spiritual
firmament, The eys of faith that has recelved the
anointing of the haly One,iscver favoured with deeper
{osights into old traths, and rewarded with something
like naw revelations, brighter views of Christ and His
kingdom.

How interesting is Church history in this respect !
What cozflicts and controversies in regard to the per-
son of Christ, till the present received doctrine took
shapein Chalcedon in 450 A.D. Thencamethegreat
controvessy concerning sib and grace, sesulting in the
dogma set forth in cur Standards. Then, following at
a great distance, the doctrine of- justification by faith,
which (though not new, bat which had simply been
ovetlooked) broke upon the world with the force of a
frosh rovelation from heaven ; still further on in his.
tory a great light came over the minds of men as to
the character and constitution of the Church, how
that it is not to be ruled by a keirarchy ; how that
{a its organization it is not to take its model from the
temple, but rather the synagogue ; and Fow that we
should look to the apostolic church as furnishing
the principles of its constitation : and have these
Saipturesthaz have been striking out so many new
lights in the past nothing further to communicate ?
Isthevision sealed? Hasthe lastword been spoken ?
What of that great department of Scripture called
eschatology, all those question pertaining to the resur.
rection, the condition of sonlsinthe intermediate state,
the reign «f Christ in Hades, yes, the reign, for He
has the keys of death and Hades. Those questions
hed 2ll been takeo up and prosecuted to some extent
centuries ago, but the. Retomauon put its quictus on
them all. Still we are not to suppose that they have
received their final form, that the sfafus guo which
they have reached’is never to be disturbed. Thelast
word has not yet been spoken concerning them ; and
we are not without hops that in tha warmer light, and
ampler vision of a batter day theology may bavesome-
thing more sure and satisfactory to advance regarding
them. Who does not kaow- that:there are scores of
splendid scholars working at them now, with no litile
sncouragzment? sad. no short, casy way -of ruling
them out from thoughtful, reverent discussion can any
lopger.be: tolerated.  We bave been leaming and

“have still much to learn in the way of interpretation.
And secing the Iabours of 3 saintly scholarship hava
dono so muck in'the past to roll away the mistakes
and misinterpretations that have so long obscuredthe
Word; why should we cease to hope that something

fmore may yet bs doae in the same difection ? and

i et

why shuu\d we not welcoms the light, comneyfrom

what source it may, feariog none and refuslng none,

sceing it comes from the same ‘Divico Autbor who

rejoices in all the works of His hands and whoisal o

glorified in them all? D, M.
Quen Sound, Fune, 1854,

NOTED CANADIAN TOTAL ABSTAINERS,

HONOURABLE GEORGE WILLIAM ROSS, LL.B, MP P,
MINISTER OF RDUCATION FOR ONTARIO.

BY J. B. RALKETT,

No record of the caute of total abstinence in Canada
would be complete without giving prominence to the
zealous, earnest worker therefor, whose name is given
above, and whoss labours are houschold words not
merely in Ontario, his native Province, but wherever
the agitation for prohibiting liquor forms a factor en-
gaglng public attention,

In the prime of life, having been born in the county
of Middlesex, Ont., on the 18th of Septembder, 1841,
with honours' and position, attained solely by iade.
fatigable energy, it is only reasonable to expect that,
if spared, Mr. Ross will, in the future, surpass whathe
has already accomplished for those temperance prin.
ciples which have full possessioa of his heart.

His record, while short, has been most sdccessful,
but by no means a bed of roses, for he has risen, step
by step, through a determination not knowlsg defeat
—worthy tha dogged perseverance of the Scottish race
to which he belongs.

From tke outset, the subject of this sketch has had
to depend, mainly, on his own exertions,

His early education was the: rather elementary in.
straction procurable at the rural school near his home,
Good use, however, did he make of the meagre curri-
culum afforded, and ia a short time secured a third-
class county certificate, thus enabling him, when bit
sixteen, to be a teacher earning the “munificent”
salary of eighteen dollars a month,

‘The next ten years, during which he gained second.
class and first-class certificates, were entirely devoted
to teaching the young. So successful was he, that hs
secured the confidence and esteem. of parents, the
aflection and gratitude of many pupils,

Subsequently, he entered the field of journalism,
and from thea until very recently, edited or coatri-
buted to the columns of such wellknown Proviseisl
papers as the Stratiiroy Age, Huron Exposifoy, and
Casnada School Fournal, While thus engaged, he by
no means discontinued to take an actjve:interest in
educational matters, {or, in urn, he held the positions
of Loual Superintendent and County Inspector, be-
sides giving much time and attention to the establish-
ment of Normal and Model schools—systems ‘whosa
merite are universally recognized, a state of affairs:in
a great measure dae to:Mr, Ross’ able advomcy ot‘
their claims,

Although thus workiog with a vim in these-other
spheres of usefulness, Mr. Ross has never forgotten
that temperance creed which; from earliest years; has
been his rule and guide. A friead-of any method
aiming at sobriety among the people, with an’ mtense
hatred of everything opposed thereto, he has in-an
especial manner espoused and advanced the Order of
the Sons of Temperance ; o much so, that nomember
is more relied upon and admired in all the branches
of that great organization. Very similar-in ‘this rec
spect Is his history in Oatarlo to what is Sir Leonard
Tilley's in New Brunswick: Like the lattér, he'has
been snimated with an enthusiasm for addmg to the
ranks of total abstateers; and" forihing néw diﬁmans,
thus streagthening an-ofdertoday mighty” power
for good in the land. In-1879, Mr. Ross was cl:mcn
Grand Worthy Patriarch, and’ with his usul energy
worked pight and day to make the Grand' Division 6t
Ontarlo the bannar Grand Division: of this continent
—a laudable object brought absut ere he vacited tho
chailr. Immediately theresfier, he was unanimomly
elected to the highest office—that of ‘Most Warthy
Patriarch, presiding for two years ovér the delibera-
tions of the National Division of North Amcnm, with
marked ability and to the. utmost satisfaction of the
membcrshlp

‘All temperance legislation brougit before the Cana-
dian Pasliament during the time Mr. Rois waz. coti-
nected therewith, iz, | frema 1872 untl Iately, when ke
assumsd ths rcsponsxb.e dnties of bis present po&mon,
bas had’ ks cordial co-operat'on. Dunng the admwln.
istrat!on of his political leader—XHon, Alexander Ruac:




