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OUR PREMIUM PICTURES.

-Ai last the Premium Engravings are ready for de-
livery. AUl week bus>' hands have been doing them
upj, and sending' ta tMePost Office. Already larg-e
nsumbers have reached their destination, and have laid
their own tale mare elaguently than any words of aurs
Possibly could. I tAis city ailwha have seen tAc tic-
tures unanimausly pronounce 1/1cm Ilexceedingly fine,'>
and tAe verdict is, that Ilthe I§ublisher of THE PRES-
BYTERIAN has more than fulfihled Ais joramise." ZIn
'ieW of the satisfaction ex6ressed with j6aper and

Peecmiums, would il not be well for aid subscribers ta
try to he?,b us ta a few names durin,g the Present'
manth ? How many old friends of tAe paper 'will
caCA tend US ANOTHER NAME? Two or three thou-
sand could easily do so if they tried. Nothing but thc
asking is necessaryl

DEBASING THE SPIRITUAL CURRENICY.

SO Emonths ago, in a vivid story in the "Atlanticso~nthly," entitled, " Irene the Missionary,"
the author, in describing bis beroine as flot being so
mucli shocked as migbt have been expected at a
" Scriptural joke," explained it by the fact that as
these subjects bad been so familiar to ber front child-
hood, a liberty taken with thein did not seent to ber
a very serlous matter. Another writer in the same
magazine refers to this as being a true toucb of real
life, and explains the supposed propensity of ministers
to joke with sucb subjects on tbe saine principle,-
that our jests are generally taken front those tbings
which lie nearest to us or witb whicb we are most
familiar.

Nowp it seems to be saying a great deal too mucli
to assert that ministers are more given to joking
about sacred subjects than are other nmen ; tbough,
according to this writer, a minister is somnetimes re-
cognized as -sucli, just through tAis very habit. -In
'both the United States and Canada, judging by their
:urrent literature, it does flot seent uncharitable to set
Iown secular writers as far greater sinners tban min-
'stersin this respect. StilI, the very fact tbat sucb
things can be said in tbe pages of a first-class Amern-
can monthly, would suggest that tbey are flot, in the
United States at least, so careful as tbey should be to
avoid the evii of lowering, in the mind of any one,
what ouglit to be a sacred idea. Are they, and are
CA.* istians generally, quite as careful as tbey ougbt to
lie, even among ourselves ?

Does our «"Sborter Catecbism " explain the third
commandinent too stringently by saying that it "lne-
quires tbe holy and reverent use of God's naines,
tities, attributes, ordinances, Word, and 'works," and
that it forbids "lail profaning or abusing of anytbing f
wbereby God maketb himself known."1 If flot-if tbis
is a truc statement of its meaning-then, are flot whatv
are usually known as "Scriptural jokes » arnong the

caeor f foridden things?- nce-asocite.ajest

very true and much needed one on the cvii of "De-
basing the Moral Currency." Sbe shews powerfully
bow tbe lowering, by misapplicatiofi, of the words
meant to express our bigbest tbougbts must tend als'o
to lowen our vcny thoughts theinselves. But great as
is tbe danger of dcbasing tbe moral cunrency, is there
flot far greater danger in debasing the sÉiritual cur-
rency ? We are so dependent on words that tbe as-
sociations we attacb to tbem bave no littie reactiozi

éupon our feelings theinselves. If, tben, the most
sweet and solemn words that our lips can frame on

5earth are debased by some ligbt and trifling associa-
tion, must flot tbis bave its effect in lowering also the
feelings wbicb the word, nigbtly used, sbould awaken ?
If we take a word wbicb to the Christian is full of
swect and sacred meaning, and link it, even trans-
iently, witb a passing jest, or a ludicrous misappli-
cation, do we flot thereby help to debase our spiritual
currency ? Will the word-wben we try to use it
again in its true sense-come back to us witb its
original sacrednesss and purity ? It may be so, with
those wbo use it, but>%ometimes witb tbose wbo hear
it, it may neyer entirely lose the taint of the dcgrading
association. Ministers wbo venture to treat carelessly
on holy ground may neyer know how the souis whicb
on one occasion they may bave touched to finer issues
by tbeir solcin and eannest appeals--may, on an-
otber, be tbrown back and bardened by bearing tbe
saine voice use tbe saine words and forins of expres-
sions in so different a tone and so différent a con-
nection. And wben tbis bappens, can tbey be beld
quite guiltless ? We bave no sympatby witb the idea
that earncst Christian people or Chnistian ministers
need tc, wear long faces and escbew the innocent play-
fulness and legitimate humour of the "cheerful heart that
doetb good like a medicine.>' But this may be enjoyed
to the fullest extent, witbout trespassing on sacrcd
ground, and some of the merniest-bearted of men bave
been the most truly reverent. But we do need, for
our own sakes and that of tbe outside world, to be-
ware how the Amenican national sin of irreverence,
and flippant trifling with sacred tbings, gains ground
among ourselves.

Tbere is no sin against wbicb wc bave more solemn
warnings in Old Testament history tban the sin of
touching any part of the Ark of God ligbtly. And
there is notbing, probably, that more tends to encour-
age the growtb of a defiant scepticisin than tbe idea
that'Christians do not realize their awvn beliefs-an idea
whicb is sure to be confirmed by the light use of
words wbîcb they know we considen sacred. However
lightly tbey may regard thein tbemselves, they are
very 'wide awake to anytbing like irreverence in prosý
fessing Christians. Do we flot then-ministers and
peoplc-need to beware lest in this way we may un-
tbinkingly neutralize the very prayer we so often
offen: Hallowedbe TAy Name ! Do we flot need to
be more on our guard, in tbe excitement of social
meetings, and in the freedoin of family life, against
these" littie foxes that speil tbe vines ; for our vines
bave tender grapes !

VER Y DECIDED ««CROOKEDNÊSS."

THE late trial of Boyle v. "Globe," bas broughtTto liglit a state of tbings wbicb it is flot pleasant
to contemplate,an whicb ouglit awaken the moral
indignation of ah wbho wish well to Canada>s future.
We do notthink it necessary to go into details; these
have been already given at great lengtb in the daily
newspapers. What we would specially draw the at-
tention of our readers to is the utter moral deadness
exbibited by ail tbe chief actors in tbis Govemnment
Printing affair. Corruption of itbe tnost impudent,1
outrageous character was brougbt to, liglit, and gener- 1
aily froin the statemnents and acknowledgments of the
parties mmplicated ; and yet ail was taken, apparentîy,
as a matter of course. Tbey bad ail seemingly fore-i
heads of brass whicb knew flot how to biush. Those 1
who bad the contract were ready to bribe, cajole, and

there was a general air of easy personal satisfaction,
as if it were ail nigbt, and only, at the very worst, a
good joke, but ail in the way of bonourable business!
Apparently tbey had ail breatbed, for so long a time,
the atinosphere of a moral dungbill, that tbcy were
astonished whcn Ény secmcd inclined to wince under
the experience, and even metaphoricaiîy to think of
putting their bandkerchiefs to their faces. 1

Non do we wonden that they should bave been as-
tounded at cither surprise or indignation being ex-
pncssed at thein exploit. Tbe excuse was only too ready

-"Everybody docs it.>' And tbougb it is flot true that
"evcnybody "> follows sucb " crooked " ways, yct such

practices are s0 common that we cannot be surpnised
at the impudent moral obtuseness displayed in the
case tbrougbout. In bundneds of ways and in hun-
dreds of instances, things equally bad are continually
going on. Bneacb of trust is becoming so common
that it is scarcely nemarked upon. Those who anc a
little particular in their phrastology caîl the manipu-
lation "borrowing," on " transferring," and if they are
at aill"respectable,>' or bave influentiai fricnds, wbcn
caught red-handed in the tbeft, tbey are allowed toicpay back "'the -amount of their " peculations,"1 and
bave the wbole tbing "bhushed up." Wby, there are
those who walk the streets of Toronto, and of other
Canadian towns and cihies, unabasbcd, unasbamed,
and untoucbed, wbo, in any rigbt state of tbings
would be sent to a social Coventry, or be made pnac-
ticaily acquainted with ail tbe mystenies of oakum-
picking. But it is " aIl rigbt,>' apparently ! We nced
flot wonder, bowevcr, when sucli tbings are., that the
wbolc moral frame-work of society sbould eveny now
and then get rudely shakeri, and that the petty pil-
ferers, and ragged wretches of society sbould tbink
theinselves nather bandly treated wben they are sen-
tenced for years, or for life, to a felon's dress and a
felon's drudgeî y. We are not saying that there is one
law for the nicb and anothen for the poor, thougb,
curiously, it too often cornes round that the cducatcd
and respectable rascals and swindlers are " let down»"
vcry gcntly in companison with their brutal, buliet-
beaded and uneducated compeers. But this we do
say : that it will flot be weli witb our country tili the
"jury of the streets"» equaily witb the jury of the law
courts puts its speciai hand upon crmminals who, by
tbeir education and entire social surroundings had
more restraints laid upodl thent, and were, therefone,'wben thcy did tbe immoral *and di shonourable tbing,
icss excusable tban those "who, in the language of a
great modern philanthropbist, may be said: neyer
to bave bad a chance."

ANOTIIER CONFIDENCE CAME.

ARATHER clever confidence gaine, was, last week,Aonly too successfully tried at the expense of a-
good many young men wbo cud u ilafo c h
outlay, and we bave no doubt would be stili more
annoycd at being " caugbt napping " by what ini the
ligbt of expcricnce sents a flot veny intransparent
fraud. For some days tbe following advertisement
appearcd in the daily papers :

"'Travelling tutor-college graduate; salary liberal. Apply,sending diplomas, etc., to J. V. Lee, Windsor Ilotel,Montreal."

0f course tbe attraction was great and the applica.
tions many. The Mn. Lee, the principal, disappcared
on the first inquiry and gavc place to his lawycrs
whose litbograpbed office paper figured in repiy.
These iawyers are, as they appear in the litbographed
paper before us, G. R. Pingsley, LL.B., Hon. J. R.
Crawford, M.E.C., and W. Pingsley, jr., A.R.; wbule
the words " St. Yohn, N.B., 188," compiete tbe mystic:
Lettering. We believe there is sucb a legal fiin in
St. John, N.B., and of bigli respectability. If so,
either their office paper bas been stolen, or feloniously
imitated. -0f course, evcry applicant was assuned
tbat be bad been successful in getting the tutorsbip at
the modest (!) salany of $1,2oo, witb aIl travelling,
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