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mined 10 force an Interview, should tlie oppor-
bunlty arise. But no sncb opportnnity had yet
arisen. Hie would do notblng to create a bcan.
dai.

Here at Stillmtngton lie bad new hopes. Tic
111.11e tawn was almost empty, and offsred a de-
pressing prospect 1.0 the speculator wbo was 1.0
give thc two concerts. Tic buntlng season was
over; the water.drinktng and surflmcr-bollday
season had flot yet begun. Stîlimintrton had
assumed ils most exclusive aspect. The rosi.
dents-a ctass who lield themselves lnflntteîy
above those bîrds of passage wbo brougit life
and gaiety and a brisk circulation or rcacly
money 10 the place-bad 11. ait1th emscîves.
Respectable old Ang-lo-Indian colonels and ma.
jors paraded the suuny Higi-street, slow and
solemu aud gouîy, and passsd bbc tîme of day
witb their acqualutance on lie opposite pave.
ments ln stentorlan voices, which ail tie îowu
might bear, and wlth as muci confldpee lu tie
spleudour of thelir social position ais If they lad
been the ground-landlnrds of tiis 10w'). lndecd,
the lords of tbe soit were for the most part a
very inferior race of men, wio wore dusty
coats, shabby bats wlth rsd.cotton batnlker.
chiers stuffed Into lie crown, and lîad a sprlok.
iing of plaster-of-parîs ln their bair, and a tbrcs-
foot ule sticking ouît of their breast-pockes-
men whn betonged to lie brickiaylng lntercst,
and had come IntoSillmington thirly years
ago, foolsore and peniiess, lu scarcuî or labour.
These lu thilr secret souls made ligit of the
ioud.volcsd majors.

Tic town was vcry quiet; bbc gîndes and
groves ti the subacription garden-wiuere tbc
yousigIlilacs put forth their tender leaves lu the
epring sunshins, and tic iraI 0f the ulgiuing-ales
began her plaintive jug-jug aI eveîtldc-welje
louely as those pathicas reglons of irushwood at
1 be mouthi of bbc Mssissippi wiîere the alligator
nioie aI large amoîîg bis scaly bribe. To Ibis
gardon came Geoffroy, ou tie second day of bis
residence rit Stlllmington. Mr. Shiîn, lie pIa-
ula?, bad dropped a few words tliat murning,
wici were aiI.sufficicnt 1.0 make this one spot
lie m.'sI attractive ln thc world for Geoffney
Hossack. Mrs. Betram and ber lîttis girl had
walked here yeslerday aflernoon. Mr. Shin
had scen ibsîn go in aI tie gate wlîile be was
eui .ylng a meditative cîgar, aînd binking out a
reverie lu C mînor durlng bis afler-dinner
stroîl.

Geoffroy was prompt 1.0 acl upon ts infor-
mation. Whiat more likely tban tint bis dlvi.
nlly would watk lu bic same place this afler.
noon. There was a blue sky, a wcst wind as
balmy as bbc midaumamer zepiyrs. Ait nature
luvitcd ber to tbose vcrdant groves.

Mr. Hossack paid bis money at tic lîttie gale,
wbers a comrortable-looking gatekeeper was
dosîngover a local uswspapcn, and went in. Na-
ture bad llbcrally assisted liaI benevoleul me.
dico who deviscd and laid out tic Stîliminglon
tden. Capabiitty Brown bimrseif could not
have Imaglued a combination more pictunesque.
Gcoffrey foliowed a palli wbich wound gcutly
lirougli a sbady grove, atbwart wboae under-
growth of rhododendron sud laurel flasbed bbc
brigit wiudiug river. Here sud tiers a break
ln the timber revealed a palci of green lawn
@Ioping tb e bank, wbere willows dipped Ibelr
tremulous leafage imb 1the rIPPling watcr.
Ferus, aud sncb paie ilowers as will fiour:ai lu
sbade-prlmrose, wlld bysinti, and peri winkie
-grew lnxnriarîtly upori tic broken grouud be-
side tbc pabli, wbere art had cOnccaled itself
beneatîr an appearance of wlldness. To- bbe
igit of Ibis grove tiers was a Wide streteli of

lawn, wbers tie boxophilliles ield their festivals
-wbcre bic croquet balls went pcrpetuiaity ou
certain days of tic week, from bbce liraI 0f May
to tbe last of September. But bappily bic cr0-
q'îet season had not yet begun, sud bbc birds
bad grove aud lawu to tbcmselvea.

Geoffroy went 10 1the snd of bbc grove, meet-
ing no one. He strolled dowu 10 bice bank sud
looked aItich river, contemplated bbc weeda
wiIi bbc eyc of boatman snd of augier.

41It ougit ta beo a good place for jack," lie
înnttered, yawned, sud wenb back to 1.he grove.

Il was lously as before. Thrushes, robins,
biackbirds, buret fortli wiIh their lîtîs guaies
of mslody, uow abuse, bow bogether, lien lapscd
Inlo silence. ie coutd isarlie fleli leap titic
river; ho could licar tbe falut spiasi of the ivil-
low branches siaken by the soit west wlud. Hie
yîiwnsd agaîn, walked bmcli 1 wthiti a few
yards of lie gale, came iack agaîn, stretcbed
himsif, ooked atbis watci, and sanli exbaust-
ê,d on a rustie seat under the leafy arm of a
lirestnut.

diI wonder If sic wlll came to-day," lie t.lougbl,
wisiing lie lid becu at liberty 1.0 solace hi *m-
self with a cigar. 14Il wouid be just lîke my
luck If sbs dIdu't. If 1 bad only seen ber yes-
terday Instend of that sas Sin, wlth ils cou-
fouuded reverle ln C minon. But tiers ivas I
toaling at lie otier sud of bis town, expecting

How long Ibis pleasant respite frous lbe
canes of actnal life lasted lie ku ýw net; but
afier a whie lie swset voice of lits enchantreslt,
wilch had miugled itseif with ai! bis dreama,
seeir-d to grow more distinct, ccaaed la be a
vague murmur responsive la tbe voicesof hie
isarl, and aounded dlean and ringing lu tic sîil
afiernoon almosphene. le woke wti a stant,
sud saw a tali siim figure comlng slowty aiong
tic pati, hlit lueunushine, baif lu siadow-a
ladty wi a face perfect aqt a Gr»eel sculpîon's
Helen, darli clestnunl aîr, syca 0f Ibat deep gray
wiich oftcu seema black-a woman about
wbnae bsauly tiers could bardly be two opinus.
She was d reased lu blacki sud gay-a wsll-wora
blacli-sîlli dresof tic simplest fasiior., a oose
mantie 0f anme soft gray sinif, wiicb draped ber
like a statue, a bonnet made of blacki lacs sud
violets.

Sic was talktng te a littie girl witb a emnal
roundt face, wblcb mîgit or migilnIt by sud by
.tevelop mbt some likeucs nithe motier's
beauly. The clîild carrled a basket., sud kusit
down every now snd tien te gabier primnoses
and violets ou tic uneven ground besîde lie
puti.

ilSweet clild," laid Geoffrey wt$hiu himaeîf,
apnstropising tie Infant, '&if you would ouiy
mun ever so far away, ardîsave me quite froc ta
tal k te your mammnia."

He rose sud wcutte10mccl her, lakIug off ble
bat as sic anppmonched.

61I wotild nott bac suci an opportuntty for*
wonids," hbcblînugil, 1"even aI tic nlsk 0f hbing
constdsred a despicabie ca4. lil speak 10 he."'

Sic trisd ta pesa bim, liose glonious syeover,
looking tim wlti a superb) indiffèence, nlot.a
sign of discomposune ini ber counenauce. leut.
he was resoluls.

ilMrs. hiertram," be began, idpray pardon me
for my audacity: desperatinu la aplta be rash.
1 bave trted every menus 0f obtainlug an Intro-
ducton 1.0 you, and am dniven tb Ibis trous vemy
despair."1

Shue gave hlm a looki wblcl made hlm feel
iulinitely amallunbis own estimation.

44Yeu bave choscri a inarner 0f iutroductng
yourself wiiciî la bandty a rscnmmsendation,"
aie aaid, 6"even were 1inlutlishabit 0f meki ng
acquainlances, whlch I am netn. Pray shlow me
10 continue my wvatk. Corne, Fiossie, pick up
ynur basket, sud come wiîi mamma."1

IlHow eau yon ho s-o cruel ?" he asked, almosl
plteoualy. àiWiy are ynu s0 detenmlned Io
avnid me?7 I am not a scoundrel or a snob. If
my mode of approachlug yori to-daysecema un-
geutiemanlike-"1

Ssems 1"11aie repeatsd wltb languld %corn.
IfIt i la ungeutlemalke, you Must consider

liaItiers le no other meaus open te me. Have-
I not earned some klud of igit te addres
you by lic couatancy of my warsitp, by lie.
unaitemable devoion wliIcb bas made me follow-
you frnm town ta toWn, patently wating for
some happy boum like tIs, lu wblci I siouidk
fiud myssîf face ta face wlth you."1

téI do nol kuow wbelber I ouglit te e grats-
fnl for wbat yen cali yonr devotion," aihe said
coldly; "&but I caui only say liai I conalder It
very dîsagrecable te be falowed froua town ba
tawn lu the manner Yenu peak of, sud Ibat I
shahl be exlremely oblîged If you will dlscoi--
nue yonr moat uselese pursuit."1

"iMuet il ho al ways useles? In there no hope-
for me? My letters have tld you who and
wiat I am, sud wbat I bave dared te hope."1

diYour leîbers V"
diYea; you have recelved them, bave yoa

Dnt?"
ilI bave received some vemy foollali bIter..

Are you Ibhe wnlîer VI
déYes; I arn Geoffrey Hossack."1
"'And you go about the wonîd, Mn. bossack,

asking ladies of whom yenu kuow uoîiing wiat-
ever te manny you," sic replied, looklng lita
ful tli face, with a poenrttug look lu tie
tuil clear gray eycs-eyeti which rcmlndsd hlm
curlousty of ollien eyes, yet is knew nlot wbose.

ilUpori my hoor, madam," ho answered
gravely, and wili an sarucal warmîli tint ai..
tested bis slucerlty, diyou are lic flirsand tie
only woman I ever asksd te ta my wifc2'1

Tint Irulhful toue, those caudld syca boldly
meeting ber gaze, may bave touched ber. --t
faint cimson fluabed lier cbsek, anid her sysild6
drooped. Il was lie liraI aIgu or emotion lio
liad yet seeri lu ber face.

66If tiaI be truc, I cari only acknowledge lie-
honrio of your prefereuce, sud regret tint you
bave wasted se muci deVOtion upori one who>
cao neyer ho auythîug more than a eranger to,
you."y

Geoffrey shot a swifl glance after tic chl
befone opening lis loodgates of bis passion.
Blessed innocent, sic mad strsyed off te a dis-
tarit patci of suntlt verdure cnrpsîed witi wlld
iyaciuîîa-" tic beavens upbreaking throu11h
Ibis earth."1

IlNeyer ?"1lie ecboed; "lneyer more than a

cbild wio ented for lie moon.' But liat young
May moori sailing cold and dtm lntriti sky
ynnder la as ucar 10 you as I cari ever be."

ilI won't belleve iîl!" ho exclimsd passion-
ately, feeling veny mucli ke tint spollcd child
who wiii rot fonego bis desine for bbc moon.
"iGive me anly a chance. Do not ho so cruel as
10 refuse me your friendsbip; let me 555 yon
sometimles, as you migit if we had met lu so-
cîety. Forgive me for my andaclîy lu approaci-
Ing you as I bave doue 10-day. Remember lb
was ouiy by such a step I could cross bic bar-
nier tint divides us. I bave walted ao long for
bie opportunuty, for God's sake do rot tell me
tint I bave Walted lu vain."

Hie etood bareieaded lu lbe fading sunlgt-
young, baudsorns-his caudîd face giowlng wîtli
fervon sud truti; a pitenus appeallng expres-
sion llitose cyes at lad becu wonît tobooki
out upon lite wIi so gay and hopeful a glane,
-rot a mari ta be ligbtly scornd, It would
seem; not n Wooer wiuse loyal passion a wlss
womau wouid have spurned.

-àI can only repent whist I bave already bold
you," Mme. Benînnai sait! qulstly, as uumoved by
his appeai as If beueatih. er statuesque beanty
liens had besun nîthîg but manbIe; n pilîftil
imrpulsive wor's icant ta be melted by bis
warmnti, on bnudlied by bis sesf-abasement.
44Noiug coutd be more foolîsi or more uslsîss
tianthua fancy-"

diFaucy 1" be repcated bitterby. ilIt le lie
0ne beartcl Passion 0f a lifelime, sud you eaul
il fancy !"

4#Noliing coubd be mors foolîsi," sic wsnl
ou, negardiesa 0f bis Interr'upion. "I cannoi
accept your frlcudship lu tie preseul; I cannaI
contemplaIs tic posslbittty of netumulng your
affection lu lie futurs. My pat I lleles dlean
and straigit before me-very narrow, very ban-
reni, perliap-alid il musI be troddeu lu soif-
lu le, sxccpt ton that dear itd. Forget your
misaaken a'itniraliou, for onus, wio bas donsn-
thiig 10 Invite il. Go bnck to bie beaten way
of tifs. Wiîat la biat Bynon silys, Byroni wio
bad draiued tieceup of ail pacailnua? Love
malie so 1111e lu a ma's existence. You are
youug, nicti, urifoitered, wîth ail the world be.
fors you, Mr. lossack. TiuiGodforsomauy
biesaluge, sud "-witi a lutiele ugi tint had
samne tbci of bitterucs-"i do ut cry for tic
mÀooi."
She lefI hlm, wlti a grave Inclination of lie

proud icsd, and wenb away ho lok for ber cblld
-left hlm plarited liere, asiamed of bimasilf
sud bis failinr; lovlug ber desperately, ysb des-
psnaisly angry wltihbem; reridy, lad there ouly
been a loaded pistal i wtblnrieai, 10 bmw bis
brames out on lie spot.

CHAPTER Vii.

SO0550W RAS N«ED 01rF FRIEIiDS.

Geoffrey wcnt ta lie concert aI the Stillhming-
Ion Aseemhiy Booms that eveulng, bis dtsap-
polubment nobwilistandlug. Grauted tiat he
h;d oomported bîmasîf lu a meari sud cad-hlke
fashion; grantsd Iliat tuis womnari lboved was
colder than granite, unapproaciable asalie rocky
apura of Australiari mountairis, winse sheen
hitthle foot of mari iad neyer scahed; grant-
ed tiat ble passion wa-s of ail lbiles tis maddst,
-lie loved ber sill. Tiat ans Inubli remalucd,
unaliakeri and ablding, fIxed as lie centre 0f
Ibis revoving globe. Hie lovsd ber.
Tie audience aI tie Aaaembly Booms that

evcning was flot large; indsed, Stihimi uglon
spent o mueli mouey upon gentiiity as 10 have
11111e left for pleasurs. The Slillmingtanltes
vlsited anc anotier lu closed files, wiici wers
aolsmnly aununeed* towards tic end of ssci
eutertainment as Colonel or Mn. iSa-and-ao's car-
niage. Tic distance liaI dîvîded their several
sades was of lic amaileat, yet lie was a darlng
innovator wlio ventuned to taie bis wîfe on foot
ta a StIllmaIngtori diriuer-panty, ratier thari Im-
mune ber durnugtic bnief Journiy ini one 0f
Sparks's fles. Concerts, iowever, tihe SUR.
mingLonites approved, as a fatshionabie sud
anlstacratîc iorm of sutsrtaiumeut.-nnt bols-
teroualy arnusiug, sud appsaling.10tictheilgien
Orders, for the mo-st part, timougli tié geuteel
mcdiim of foreigri ingunges. Ticre was gene-
rally, lierefore, a faim sprnrkllng 0f lie élite of
Stilhmlngtou lu tic AsUsemhly Raom on sucir oc-
casions, sud tiere was a faim sprinklîug to-ulgit
-- a fitall.fkitter of fans, aunesorîmeul of patI-
clan ainulders draped wlth opera-cloaka of white
or erlimsoxi; an In poslng dlspiay 0f ldeniy
gentlemen wihshiing bald liendsanSd tierce
gray whisksrs; aud, onlie nanrowsr benchos
devoted to Ibis vulgar bierd, a sparse assemblage
of tradesmen's wives sud daugiters lu theIn
beat bonnets.

Geoffrey Inssacli sal amnongst bis élite, sicîr
nt heart, yet full 0f cager longilig, 0f foveniali

11-1tanc, k "wlegtintlis nly hope n__

THE FAVORITE.

thoughts ofta love tbat ba@ been andt185rfi
or lves only beyond the grave. X f11

To Geoffroy those pensive strains 8P banII1
Ini the present-love dominant, rln
Its springtide of force and passioni. rpo

"iVol che sapdte ahe cosa à amnor," ho
to hlmaself bltteriy; etI should rather 0O
did. It's the only thlng I do kiOw lntle tuS
sent obtuscation of my faculties." àto

Their eyes met once lu the l120 C he lai
the room. 0 God, what regretful t6 e 11101.
bers!1 Such a look as that maddeD n îe
Had she but looked at hlm thugs to.daY
garden, he would surely have donesneïl
desperate-clasped her in bis armsand <1 l
tb carry ber to tbe uttermoot ends Of t & Old
If thereby he might be sure of his prige. Wdo
she looki at hlm thus, she wbo had be01n De11
than the icy breath of the polar se0a W,,>lie
bad pleaded wiLh ail the force Of hie ' o
two short hoursago ?

Hie eyes neyer left bier face While 5 lbloolé
Wbien she vanlsbed, the platforin was «00
Other performers came and went; ltbita'lt
otber music, vocal and iustrumefta5to of0
seemned no more than the vague W'1rO1 i.11
far-ofT waterfa:l jin tbe enrs of Blun1er'Oà
came back agaîn, after an Interval tbSl '
latolerably long, and sang soinetillng 0 ..o
-a poem by Longfellow 9 called si DaYblel <0(
mourniul, Ilke most of lber sonige, bni,
music. clof

Dur lng the Interval between the tIwOe
Geoiffrey paccd Stulinglon and li gtbAr
wiLh an Indefatigable Industry Lhatn1miel <à
sbamecl the local postman, for ho et ,8 tp
weary, but Geoffrey knew not wearifl6 . 011
did he haunt tlat aristocratie Righ-5tIro,, 11
linger by the door of tbeetcrculating ,îIbr ne
falicy repo!slîory, the music-sbop Where f;0 lll
body wa" perpetualiy tryllng pianos Witb* 0O
basses and lutkling trebles ;valuly d1id ho 6
in and out of the garden wiber0 ho 14 l]4su D5r
mole8t ber wlth bis unwelcome ad0ratlOi
was nowbere 1.0 be met wltb. ao100

111
One comfort ouly remalned to bIIIDt rio

One, lUke ail those fancies whence love ad 1
Consolation. lHe knew wbere sue liv~eal e

1

tbe quiet dusk, wben tbe genîle budh of6 I
ing enlolded SUlmington like a inlteii
would venture to pace the lonely streeS

1 
l i

her wlndowe'; would watch ber taper 91 91b
faintly ln that gray nightfal wbcb' L i
ycî ditrkness; would, as it were, ProIn~
spirit into ber presence, anid keeP ber 00O
lu spite of berself. Out-'

Tiie sîreet where she lodged was On $1t
skirts of tbe town, newly bult-

8 
e

mfean-looklig dwellings of the 9P" 1
1l

bullder's patterni; a row of square %6~104 10
nI a variation of an Inch from n uffb6ni0 e
number tirty; sordld, unplcturesque~ 80 0
habitations wblch even love could flot be l
Mrs. Bertram occupied the upper ftOOa, b.
a smali baberdasber's sbop, such a sbOP
felI conld be kept only by a widolw

8 îda
display or poor femînine trîfies ti theW~>i
childreri's pînafores, cbeap glovegoObelt,.Drh<
ticial flowers, ocap iincry of divers lnrr'
unsubstaritial fabric a sprlng ,hower '0 for tD,
duce 1.0 mere pulp or rag uselese everi
paper-mili. 00

Here, between seven and eight O'OI
Hossacli uaed 10 smoke bis after-dnmer fl
despairlng, yet derivlng a dismnal Pl08e iK0
tie sense of bis vlclnity 10 the belOYA ,srd
Ihose who, ln tbe gloaming, pace a c0t'olISD
wlthin wbose pale their treurD "e* th
twiukling light shining palely stý rbo
white blind cheered hlmc a littîl e.
had perhaps kindled 11. Sbe was there ainct<«
for Geoffrey, in wbom the parental Insti90 9 4-Y
unawakened, did flot count a cbiid as c' Dose
-amldst those humble surroundiflr' ghe 19~
lovelinesa would enhance tie spîsidof
ace. Tins, wlth ail love. xagran
tbought of ber. Oontlqs

One evening he was bold enoutigP 1W
the 11111e shop. 41 ad they aflY 91 riee
would lit bim ?-eights or nincu he belOlep.D
required." As lie iad snpposed, tbe 8si sîtle
was a widow. She emerged fr0n'tl t
parlor at the back, dressed ti rustY e!î
assist a young woman with a sinil P Lu
visage anid corkscrew rînglets, Who Wl W
groplug among the shelves aud 111115
packets wlti bleroglyphical labels. «O

"$Lor, Matllda Jane, you neyer XriOW fi
tu fiud anythingi1 Tbere'sa aparce 1 ~y4
men's on the top shelf.-I'm sorry tO lceep <,f
waluing, air. We bave a large seleCtîiffe
cioth and lible-tbread gloves. yoii'd 111900
tbread, periaps, as th1e weaLlier's settil»
warm 1" wl o"asee00010e~

idYeu- lise-.thre.ad ild- .qWrd6-hO


