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t1 on Peadrthe ffternswhodemauodgwmsty
thousand croens for tbat doUdcous Uittle apanW1il
I @av on my way 10 B -Ebat, thse dey beforïeý
yesterday r"

"aTon knoSweliU, Henry, that your requesta
are orders to me. This gentleman ought nov
to ho la thse waltlnq-had)."
t"6Thaý my desr D'Arques. Wbat do you

in -demandt?-.tventy tbousand crovns
for a aj**lel1 1 neover beard of mucl abi hlng 1
AU luat alght I did notbing but thlak of ibla
sasiel. As far as'I ooeiid judge vit a iherê
glance, thse dag le vondrousiy bobnUful"1

"poslb?, Henry. Wbat romwea =y 1ndtgnw,
tien là, that his master, knowingthe king'# de-
aire, abould not bave hsutened to gratlfy 14~
withont maklng any sort of conditions."

"4Aias, my dear son 1-kings are rareiy ho-
loved by their sulijecta."1
* oc Éery M' oried the future Duc de Joyeuse ln

a lightly reproachful tone, "dhI la somewbat un-
g.rateful, as weli as urjust, for you to say such

& iu.Do yôu esteous as *othing the Incom-
parabie attachment wihbIn4s ne tW you, La-
<Yalet" and met What man lu ail thse extent
et yýoir klngdom can hoast of possesuing mach
frleiids#IP? 'ot one !"
- "Y ou are rilht, my dear D'Arques; you two
rèpresont to me France entir.-I arn truly eu-
Mousato see this twenty-thousand-crown man.
ShM.fl e have hlm brought lu?"

" tiWlih pleasare, Henry."
The 'king at once gave orders Wo one of his

itiondants, and shortly afterwards the Cheva-
lier Bforzl appeared at the- door of hie majesty's
cabinet.

Bo grave vas the yonng man's purpome, and
mo heaviiy did It weigh upon bis mind, that for
'a moment hlm elf-possemlon deeted hlm. If
the king had abruptiy apoken W hlm, while he
vas makl'ng the custousary three boy., he would

haý been utteriy Incapable of =aking an
ansvE*ý Iii embarrassment vas oftshort dura-

iohowever; the thought of Diane spocdily
brixigug back tW hlm ail bis energy.

Aftér bowlng thnlce, he remaiued standing at
a distance of about live or six paces frora the
chair ln vhich bi% majesty was eated, vaiting
untit h bould pleame tbe king tW address hlm.

Thouih ordlnarlly gay cf humer and good-
ruatared, the mIgbt cf IRaoul appearedto produce
un unpieasant Impression on D'Arques. Ho
tixed upon hlm a haughty lok, and addreased
hlm ln a sharp snd overbearing thne:

idYou are the person, monsieur, who has
dared to haggle wltb the vîshes of hi, majesty ?
Your conduct appeara Wo me singulaniy Ill-
j udged. In spîte of thse dresof a gentleman,
-Wblch you wear, you are doubtiea the on of
some artiman ? Jut try and explain the irrever-
ence of your behavior. is majesty delgns Wo
listen tW you."

The paienesa vhlcis ad overpread the che-
41#41iet Secuntenance on beiug lntroduced Wo the
tiresence of tise king gave place Wo a liveiy hue
Ott"daItihe-Duc de Joyeuse'. vords; and vison
thse dule Coeaed to upeal, ho remained sulent.

0 Did yots hear visat I %aid tWyou?" demaudod
the favorite, sbarply.

Sforsl bit bus lover Ilpt4ub the biood came,
and bis'downlbent oye. flashed vitis indigna.
tion; but ho %tltbIromained suient and motion-

Henry III. apoke tW hlm.
"lDo you not sce, monsieur," he sald, "ithat

'my beloved brother, the Due de Joyeuse, Is <et-
iing Impatient? WksY do' You flot aswuer the

- qiuetilonse b as deigned Wo addregs tW you ?P
"lSire," replitti Sforzl, 4"I hope your mnajesty

urîll pardon my Ignorance of the usages of thse
Court of France. I had thOugt-so0 great ani
immense It my reverence for royalty-tbat no
one haît the rlgbt tW speak before the king, un-
tii invitd and authorized by bis majesty hlm-
self."

diYour Instincts bave not deceived you," re-
plied Henry 111. 1,Such la, indeed, tbe usage."y

STue Duc de Joyeuse could flot repreas an an-
grygosture, and the king wvise ion. had at
*rsi been orewhat sharp, vent on more gent-
ly, looking fixedly at Sforzi vhiîp speaklng:

di luv do you recouchle, monienr," ho sald,
"the Immense respect you pretend W feel for
royalty witis the exorbitancy of your demands ?
Dbecsflot thse tventy thousand crovus you bave

'naxued as tise prîce of your spanlel amount to a
formai refusai on your part ?"

"oSire," repled Raoulil my Intentions have
uufortunateiy been misunderstood. I confes
that, though poor. I tld I vould flot part with

-My apeniel for tventy thousand crovnm, but I
added tisai I valued fat above that um the
lýapiMens of approaching your majesty."
i 4 ;&~VlUi beeû redeived tuto our presence,
then, you amI notbing fon your santel, but de-
clave yourself tW be perfeCU7y S&tlsfteiit" te-
lanled Henry Ill.

uSire," ansvered Oforzi, r"tise remembrane
Of';the honor I hâve tht. day rectived, and

tervingsigwnaof impstolen stuse part of bis
favorite, sddremsed bimml eifa oul:

.Il v ouid be dlMcuit, chevalier," ho ud, "it
nMi lamil my Court a gentleman better-lcoklng
tbaa yo'iwmlf; but: I eau aee elearly, by Four
subhlt. ompiezlon and certsandtais c<your

*dreS. that youdeobtfappreclate as Fou ougisi
thse advansmges vitiwhlch yon baye been en..
doved by ;nature. I tale a gret Interb.t lutih*
hbappinesof our ladies, and I isoîd, lai our
gentlemen eeiipae la beanty and elegRnce aSl
theli' rivais at foreign courts. Tou vl <gciet
very darto mry yeoman ofthtie Iaundry, and
te1l hlm, lu my narne, Wo furnisis yau the pcv.
dors, essences, anld perfuimes prepared for aur
personal use. I partlcuiariy recommend you
Wo use Castre aoap. It producea; a merveilous
effeci on the skia. Have you na requeui W aai-
dress to us, Chevalier Sforz ?»

Raoul'. beart beat vlolentiy. Tise moment se
ardentiy deslred for obtining justice agalnst th.
Marquis de la Tremblais vas corne. Ho vas
about W nrepiy vhen tise Duo de Joyeuse, visose
impatience bad hecome more and more uncon-
troi, kitoM M ru his saudaddressed th.

"fi re,-'ho eneé; Ulâimêbeg yon tW observe
tbati l tros %r»e4 es x- «ook.eland tbat,
contrmry to tise etiquettée <tisbe Court and the
diretaums of your phyulolma, you have not yet
called ettbi ar Fr our mweitag brouis or Four,
vine. Ih seeme te' me 1bâtyou eau defer to
aome cuber lime ihi lnterumting Interview wltlh
Nonsieur Sforxi. Eeahy, If yeur Moena ddacI
tale c«re of Four bsIib, you vocM lta ashort
lime become no ebanged s m le nreeognlis-j
able. The intmation eomrnutted this moraing
ou Four negular habita is already beering fruit.
Thse freaues et yosr oornpbexos-.soeonmpl-
encua a Uitile while go-bas vaalsbed. Yon
accumed me a fev minutes Mgo of grovinsg ddt
look at younetf tu rp uirrer 1"

1"lDontl mqk*0u'aeff unesay, my ou$ muid
Renry III. , e saarnmoment satohing up
U, mirror and saxioeelylooklng mIl 1; a"I eva
1 havedone trroug, Chevalier Sforzl, eginés
gmt My gentlemen yetir addrems, 1 iii me y«.
spain socu. Heaven premenvbu 1enI Ilt ( or..
get visaI.Itold ycu about we COutre aî> . y

am joyeuseton the Ivo gentlemen -oflise
bhamaber, my physiclaanmid tise cuberet the
gchiot, Ibat they may bring mne J&mmy bmWt
and vine. Loi the princes, cardinais, oMme
of tise Creva, and Secretarles of Blute com*t,Ii
I oertainly have taiked too long ftiNg. Oheva-
Uier Sforzi, good-day."

From tise mocking lokof tise Duc de Joyeuse,
Raoul vas ai no losa te nnderstand that h. baît
seen tise king for the 11rtandilut Umne. Lt vas
with a iseart aveling vush anger mand despair
tisai hose bslmdeparture from tise royal cabi-
net.
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For this pace of hait an heur Racul iSftwzl
vas oornPletelY Unmanaied by thse falure0ofIe
Interviev vltb tise 111w A oold perspiration
beaded hlm fonehead, l94 legs boni under tise
weighl cf bis body, s saI is. hovwa tainW o an
for support againsitishe balustrade or a baicony.
By dogmees lise freas morniag air ealmed hWi
agiation. HMa pride, too, rebelled againsi tbe

'Wealneua by viicis ho had been mornentanily
ovenoomne.

Il rnf I a "ifd or a voman ?" beoasled hlm.
Self, Il t0 show myaelf tl e hus ceut dova I
No, I viilnet b. eo.queredl :If Mcnsiewr
D'Arques Interposes betveen lme and tise Iing,
I have alIbi my avord. Rit msJesty love
bravéry. Mouieur le Duc de Joyeuse t.au%"
immortl-cf his body I viii make a #Mtepçlg
atone te reaoh the Ibrouet1 Âoeursed ra.. «
courtiers.! To UV.*ainurnaemy vus hthee 110<
Wo bave tise means of Insplring hlm vitis gener.
ous resolutions and grand deslgns, and te mmli
bim apend bis lime ln prattbing about fasisiona,
and telking about tise trumpery scandais of lise
Court l-voe W viseever of you shall corne in
my vay 1 Âfter all, vby sbouid I despair ? I
bave net yet loat tise garne.. RilmamJesty's re-
ception of rme vas even kinden than I veatured
to hope. Wisen D'Arques and Lavalette finst
vent Wo Court, tiey vere as unknovn as I l-
and ta-day the hlghost-isanded seigneurs drean
their Interest and boy before tiseir power. Why

Lshould nat I sucoeed as vell as lisey have
1dons 211

After tndubgiug lu tises. refiectians, vis ci
had tise effect o! arousîng hlm from dcapair, he
descended from tise balcony ta tise OPen court
o! tise Louvre vhere bis isorse avaited hlm, and
aPrang into thse saddle.

Pasing aiong tise Louvre, ieseaav at about fifty
>paces Off a urnerous and brîliant cavalcade et
1 gentlemen advanciug tovards hlm. By an lu.

ý*Ss> 10uew tisaI my svord gave ivay lamne,
thIne to hm; tiserefore, though ve vere enemiel,
and he had several timn announced hlm deter-
mînatimu W soek a quarrel vush me, ho alvays
oaav it ta romniaon terme of thse mout exqul-
Bte politesase;vihMe."

Au almoal imperceptible stalle passe over'
tise lips of tise courtier vise hait csiled forth ibis
repli', but ho refrained fron' pursuing tihe suis-
jeel furtiser.

.Thre young sean, vbo bosated cf haviug daanl-
q4 *tise mont dangerous dueibisi cf tihe,14tise
'fIigneur de Bnasy, migisl have bea,sas vs
have muId, about elght-and-tventy. MaHt. *M~
ln spite cf tise debiecy o! hi.et!bmiaaie feat-
unres, presented a remrakable expression of
coiduess, pnide and arrogance. Hlm costume
vas o! almost incredible aumptuousness; but a
certain caroesesnssitis vichis t vas vorn
seerned Wo Indicate tisatitls extrerne ichnoss
arase raison fror tise position et Court o! tise
vearon, tisa n luobediencetW tise vearen'. ovn
teste.

Sforzi, absorbed ln his ovn refiections, vas
valling tW continue 1hie vay unuil thse cavalcade
isad pssse, Wvhiei attention vas roused by a
volce.calilng ont rougisby:

o6Gel Woyour proper aide cf lise road, bllt
Ton are blocklIng tise way.n

Se Uitile did tise clhevalier imnagine ihat these
varda ereonaddreased W hM, that hiseied iei
isead te se. e otise Person vas ihus addressed.
Tise rod by tise aIde efthtie Louvre vas com-
pJestely desenied. H. started; Ih vas W bimself,
thon, tisaitishe lnsulUng vends bad been

ispolen ?
]t. uncetaluty vas cf brie! duration. A

second interpellation, net lems energeio than
th is nsi, aleareit avay ail doubt.Tise young
man aitlise bead cf tise cavalcade spurreit his
hS»~a up to Sfcrzi, and cnled, vush an 1 mperative
geolure a! lis. bead :

"01 tis te lover aide &!tise rosd, or, mordieu i
NI VUend you and your aorry nag roiling un tise

LTa provole Storzl, e«enwisen ise vas la a
normug state o! mind, vas te rua a great iaI ;

î. but te vente.te Inault hlm gratultousiy, itise
luomeni vhouialisi passions vore la a siate
of turmol, vas ta mun upon almosi certain

IlMoosieur," muid Racul, vIlS tis.l tearful
e'«anmeahlis ,rge driven tW extrmauties
giveép 0"vas It reaily te nme yen poke 71"

Tise Qomiby amaver delgaed by tise young man
* W»* te raise a riding vhlp ho eld la bis band.

ilBlond unnd carnage 11 yelled Bacul,14"your
lent heur bas coinel" And drîvlng bis spura

tlato biiesonses alkhi drev bis svord, and
1 dsshied tpon bis adversary.

r eoPrompt vas lise chevalier'. movement,
*that tise young man n l uxurlous costume hed
bareiy Urne t drav a pistai frem one cf hlm
holstere ami fine IL. Re fLred point biaI, but
vilS ancis precipitation Ibai lise balInjuredcpuly
tis mail plume oftfeatisers lanlise front cf tise
chevalier'. cap.

46Help, gentlemen!"11oied tise courtier. spur.
1ring tovards tise cavalcade-iselp 1 I am beiug
s amassinated 1t"
à "lNe, cniy chastised 1"1 cried Beacul, tnlllug

3 hlm aceronstise face vush the flat of bieswaord.
àA vineaet ib tis scene, visicis pessed vithin

- tisespace o! a dosen seconds, veulit have ne-
g marled ihat eai ibis proeediug cf Sferzl's tise
9 OemPanlmon0f bis Advorsary exhbbted rnpre
FpleMni.tisa eltiser astoulsbmaent or auger.

Neventiseles, tisey dld not bestatêto go W tise
«aistaneeofthbe latter, and tventy avards ln-
f smtlY gbearnedith ie morulng ligist.

rTO defend hi inseif againat sucis supers«r forces
vas IspouabW .Thse chevalier braveby and

a prcrnPtliteck bis mesures. He replaceit bIs
t svorit ln Ita amaiard, dropped i brbidle on tise
-» bOrn' l rMNasc4«Md bisarme,ad contemn-
t iplated hi. enemie. vitisoul quailing.

Ideeaieus," ha criedsidif yus are cnt- punses,
-leave me at leasi lIme te reornmend my
eseul te iseaven. I viii not atternpt ta escape.
4If yen are gentlemen, do not disisonor yoursebvea
eby a oowardly sand adlous assasslnaton. you
a are iven2tY-I arn alne."1
I Theso vords, uttered wvus as mucis iirmanegs
-as dignlty, contnoiled tise lnoop of courtIers
Il "Messieurs," continned pacul, quiclllà I

ýt see 1 bave te do vitis gentlemen. Nobllity bhm
- been iusubted la my persan: viciso! you vili
1act as my second ?"

Y Ne u rpbied. Tise conatrained ad ember-
e rassed mnien of tise gentlemen, isovever, testified

boy mucis ibIs silence coultbern, ad tisai ail of
h t1cm, If lisey hait Dot been withiseld by Berne
e p)owenfti connideration, voulit have &nsvered
,t vaninlY tiste cbevalier's appeal.
d It vas SfOnxi's adveuwy wbo vas thse irstI W

break tise silence.
6 "Monsieur," beolaid, ln a voice Indistinct

Of vus rage, Ilyau bave tW ibank iseaven tisaI our
-meeting toal Place befone ibe Louvre. A loal

sadéii. lexpression cf ieads
cf samnaisandt menace, rpél

"1,siblgiuramncailed the Ybemate de I
valette, s,et< yen pl'efen Il, tise lie, d'EWQer
I A arn eiloaugim etatheeVoçrl b

Tise fbWlb1te 1of!-Henry IIL.lqkÀd 4
frein. ouiejthe ornor cf hbisî'0ete ehjOil11
crvftwblping effeel heo et tW Seé tbug»e
'V#"= lproduce; bit bis expe«itrca'Wm

mOn le'itaint u e-1
o*if iei;Q"i oftsa$ 11e.w . Ju " _ but

li thi*. olseurabanoe.a- atroee Ët pM*004 o
gave utterance to a cry of savage loy.

IlAh!1 you are the Duc d'Epernon 11" ho 01&
Itla I.youn cvii- atar tisai bas brougisi you 00<t

MY pets. I have a double neveuge Wo talO 1P
You 1-revenge for tise pensons) Insuit Oba
put upon me, neveuge fonrlise Irnpertinefl t 11
isaviour o! your oas panlan, tise Duc de OOC
tovards me. lo*, Monsieur le Duc, dIsss5Oo
If you are victoriaus, bis maJesty vifl dulif0&
pbaud youn vabor; If you feul, ho w Ill ahedi 0o
ta youn memony. Inui elier cas, lmpu5fli
assuneiteW yon. Dîsmeunt, I say, and 10e
setîbe aur diffenence."1M

At tise trembllng voice, flashlng eyesq
lait brovs -of him adveraary, tise Duc fln
turueit bîvidiy pale; bis baud moved aeW
tovards tise islsien o! bis pistol.

Monsieur le Duc d'Epernon, who, tise
prececllug, haithtie gond fortune W ho vat5uýà'
ai tis iege of Lai Fère, at whlcisnseimian, <
tlemen vene destroyed, unit 'yberOD'Arques, aince then become Duo de JOoeo
bout seven teeth-Monsieur le Duc dIEPOol.>
not ile figlring, as an actor, iu a duel. bi
vîtis an active mind, clear-sîghted anld.»<;,
tus, cilffeing gneetiy trom Quèlus, 1-r.
anit Joyeuse, viso, ail headstroug and qil,,
some, drev tisein avords on tise sliglht-eO5t !es
teit, and of a penty of henor made a 5 00
pleasare, ho hait always talon 1the greatest
te keep ente!f single combats i-ma mucisAi>
many courtiers doubted bis courage. 1

Tise king alone, biinded hy tbe boU'5dl- 1 et
tacisment ho toit for bis favorite, beevOdb
Wo ho llisa.tably bravoead darung. tIStrog
ihat, under the king& eyes, d'pernoss *Ofth"
a rare audacity. WIitiste rememb nle
traglo ends o! hia beloved Quelus and tosa
Henry III. exenteit bimseî! W Inerp5' Is
tisorl ty, anui t, .tears li bis eyes, IMPb1'
flery d'Epernon Wo control bis transport'-

Evcry duel vhîch d'Epernon sacriiO 40
love for tise king vas vortis a nev fsivOr 1 1 lp
as tise fortune ofd'Epernon bad beauen or<,
Ingiy bountiful, IL snay ho Judged 10 ioo
affaire of isonor hh ismtven up. low_

"lWell, monsieur,"' criedSorui, ln S a~i
tene, "b ave you yet succeedeit ln c0011,9 t 0
uuderstandiug wvus yourcocurage t"

Tise Duc d'Epernon gently bal! d"Ile~
toi from tiseisoluter, ad aditressl'c< def
eiher tistrov hlm off his guard ,, o 1014
im to a fresis aggresston, warranting aproi

itefensive movemsent: je
siMonaieur," ha said,."ai esnat, wh5Sey

my vishes May be, compromise II70tr
vîtis lie firut penson I isappen W e510,,iis
Lava exIsi for tise chestîsement o! tise Iob «
cos cf sncb as you. Perbape I outil 1
recourue tW tise sevenity c! those lâfwl i Of

At tht. arrogant ropiy, Raoul tit 010W .i*
blond svim befone bis eyes. Hoveve,ceDot
ing WO Injure thse goodnu..o! bise J 1~
cUibursi cf passoibe contrivei ýt tew
masieny over bîmaoî!. .lS»

" 4Monsieur," ho mid,9"bis inajostY by dà et
1n Wuttoadmît Young Caumont tW IntlBoY%>a I
It vas pretendei thtisitise Young minuwo tapie
gentleman, bas givon you a heautliUI 01
o! isumility for youn guidance. ILdo Do ei
visat vay Monsieur Caumnt, heonle 0
d'Epennon, cen iarnush bis glony 5710a-' I
tise challenge aftie Chevalier Storysi.eD&@D
MY Patience ta exbausied ; d* Dot fal wousO
refusing me a mast nepanalion, 10u .e
tovards you, wvici I abould au ào
af tenvards, but et vhlch yau vWuit5l
tise victirn."

"You threaten me, I ibinl t" deUN'u
pennon. 109

Sforzi vas about tW ansvervisen a y
once pierclng ait cisaring, aoundd n6sn, 0 0
ait cheoko thtie vords upon 1bis rio

Proceedeit from lise interior e!fafée<'l
1an Instant betone, had stopedataf '
rdistant fror tise spot an wvicas 111
violence vas passing. 1005
1 'Monsieur le Chevalier," tiseV

"1be on your iguard. Monsieur le Dac 3,I
>non hla aways te ho distruste O Gâpistai&la
Llut. Do not hersas yourself tO obtt t1JO

Possible reparation : nosenve -7 ~ 0 >
future. GetI* -v--y*t-ama ayChe
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