
hidden chariîi iii thein, wvhicli coines to lighlt the oftener it is studied.

0f ail the characters of this age, none stands ont in sncb linge, vivid, v'io-
lent relief as Michael-Angelo Buaniorrotti. He caine of a noble Florentine failli-
1y, and at birtli was put ont to a stone iinasoni's wife to, nurse. So thiat afterwards
lie used to say, it wvas not strange thiat lie loved to, cut iii Stoue, for lie liad
drunk lu i a taste for it wvithi bis inotlîer's iinilk. And of the child, astrologers
foretold, thiat since Mercnry and Venus wvere tiien on friendlv ternis iii the
inansion of Jupiter, 'biis works of art wvhetlier conceived iii the spirit, or per-
forîned by the biaud, wouid be adinirable and stupeudous.'

Now froin an eariv age Auigelo siowed Iiis love of art, and studied at it
despite the opposition of bis parents. At lengtbi lie wvas permitted to be ap-
prenlticed to Domenico Ghirlandajo, at thiat tiniie one ol the foreniost artists
iu Florence. Aud while wvitli this mnaster, lie received a blow, froni a fellow-
student, wbiici 'broke Iiis nose and disfigured inii for life. N or did lie learîî
inuicli froin Ghîirlandajo, except the bare technique of biis profession.

However, Buanorrotti soon caughit the eye of Lorenzo Medici, a mîan
ever-înindfnll of grenins, withi wvboni lie foriied a firim, lastiing friendsbip.
Now tlîis relationsllip benefitted the youug(l) artist, not only in the pursuit
of art, but also iii the chance it gave to iîuplrove aîîd broadcii bis mmid.
And Angcelo knew wvell Ilow to seize opportunities. He wvas a severe worker.
Whiatever task -%vas b.-fore Iiiîn, lie attacked wvithi so great vi gour thiat it
îiigblt, hiave been thoucght the last,$supreîne effort of biis life. WMen scuiptur-
iugy a block of miarble, lie used to fiv at it witli sncbi furv as to thireaten its
further existence. lu ail directions the chips were shiowered. Aud spectators
wondered if any stone xvould be left Mien the onslaugbit ceased. AIl bis hife
lie 'vorkeed-and Nworked. furiously.

Ili fori, Mýicliael-Aiigelo. was iieithier of good feamme, nor of g)oo dfi(-
iire; yet ail wbio met hiimn were iimpresýsd by biis iinate dignity and noble-
iiess. He wvas slighylt, but strong, and broad iii the shloulders. His nose wvas dis-
torted, biaxing been brokenii i yonthi; biis forebiead wvas Iighyl and broad, witlî
smiall, brigclit, pierciiig eves beneatb. And althioughi living lun an active, pleas-
ure-loving age, lie avoided society and lived only for biis art. Indeed whvlen
asked -%vlîv lie lîad neyer înarried, lie repiied, tliat lie was already wedded to
art, and slie wvas too mnuicli for lîinii. At a tinîi- whien mnen wvent to an excess
eitlier of pleasure, or asceticisîn, lie lived an ordinary hife, plainly and frugal lv.
Lii Ançgelo's works is se-eii a siielI of Greek forin, vitaie blsongins
-a grenius, "spiritualized by- the reverie of the iiniddle agres." Ada asup

tor lie is umot ligblt, ior gYraceful, nior beautifull: lie slial)es ratiier the grand, the
sterui, thue forcible trutbis of lunniian nature. A sculptor is a naster of live
stonle,' aîîd this in everv sense Michiael-Angelo -%vas.

Aîniong the great Buanlorrotti's produd-ions are the Da\ id, a colossal
tatue, wegigeighiteeni bunidred pounids; the imlpressive figures of the two0
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