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HENEVER Scott’slandan went

up the Canongate, his coach-

man knew without special instructions
that the pace must be a walk ; and no
funeral, says Lockhart, ever moved
more slowly, for wherever the great
enthusiast might turn his gaze there
was recalled to his mind some tradi-
tion of blood and mystery at which his
eye would sparkle and his cheek glow.
How by the force of his genius he in-
oculated the world with his enthusiasm
ahout the semi-savage Scotia of the
past is a well-known story: thousands
of tourists, more or less struck with
the Scott madness, yearly wander
through the streets of old Edinburgh ;
and although within the quarter of a
century since Sir Walter's death many
memorials of the past have been swept
away under the pressure of utility or
necessity, the Old Town still poses re-
markably well, and, gathering her rags
and tatters abouther, contrives to keep
upa strikingly picturesque appearance.
The Old Town of Edinburgh is built
upon a wedge-shaped hill, the Castle
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occupying the highest point, the head
of the wedge, and the town extending
along the crest, which slopes gradually
down toward the east, to Holyrood
Palace in the plain. Lawn-market,
High Street, and Canongate now form
one continuous street, which, running
along the crest of the hill, may be con-
sidered as the backbone of the town, with
wynds and closes radiating on each
side like the spines of the vertebra.
The closes are courts, culs-de-sac—the
wynds, thoroughfares. These streets
—_courts where, in the past, lived the
nobility and gentry of Edinburgh—
are now, for the most part, given up
to squalor and misery, and look like
stage-scenes perpetually ‘set’ for me-
lodramatic horrors. The late Dr.
Thomas Guthrie, whose parish includ-
ed a large portion of this Egypt, used
often to illustrate his eloquence with
graphic word-pictures suggested by his
experiences in these dark places. ‘The
unfurnished floor,” he writes, ¢the be-
grimed and naked walls, the stifling,
sickening atmosphere, the patched and



