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'%VANl>- SE'VFIZAL RELIAiIIE ROI'E LAi)IERS.

Lurin.- its short career tlîe JOVRNA. lias becii cxtremicly
gratiiied ta find that suggestions thrown ont iii ils pages
indicating desirable imiproveinents in thc management
and cquîpment of thc institution whose student opinion
it secks ta express, liac cveîitual> beeni acted uipon wiîh
beneficial resuhts. It is satis.'actori- ta bc able cven thus
early ta recognize fruits of the %i%ît. oîrk bcstowved on
our ephlemieral publication, and the conscioiisness that aur
influence lias ben fot altogether a minuis quantity, affords
uis no little encouragement this mionîli in calling the
attention af tic anîharities 10 clic pirticulaiy ur.-ent
niecd wliich lias hitiierto been averlooked. We refer ta
the nlecessity of soute kind af lire escape in aur dormi-
tories. Titis necessity is mni.iifest ta ail w~ho hîave
inspccted th1e buildings, and noticed tic lack af
adequate precaution against fire. It is truc tient the
stîpply af wvatcr fron th Ui ydrants in the sîreet is notlikely
ta disappoint the dcmnands of the fire brigade ; but inside
Ille buildings thcre are no such canvcnlienccs. Witlî thc
exception, pcrlîaps, af a sniall Babcack extinigiislier,
which, in passing. is crcdibly supposcd ta bc ecceritric
in ils operations, and also lcaving ont af consideration
thie lin basins in the washroons-all ofiwlîich receptacles,
as wcell as the extiniguislier, bclonging tai the aider portion
of the bniildiingb-thcere is pasitively nac provision made for
quenclîing an incipient, conflagration ; an(I should snch
suddenly break ont anc af these nights, a supposition
by no incans improbable in a place whcerc sa mucli mid-
niglit ail is burned, and should il gain rapid hecadwav, the
absence of firc escapes froni every part af tic residences
%vould place tlîe students in an alarmning position, cspeciallv
those %who occupy dornxitorics in tic Morrice Hall aýndW\Ves*L
Wing; for il is nat only passible but higlîly probable that
the passages and stairways Ieading ta citiier af the quarters
înentioned would speedily bc rcndcrcd impassable by
flames and smakec. Indccd we have long considcred Élic
dari, tunnels rcferred ta as ficatures af architecture deserv-
ing af tlie strongest condemnatian, for they nlay ane day
prove veritabie firc.îraps. Usidcr Iliese circunistances

great risk is iliirred bt nllz)ectinig precatîians wiiichi
înlight save the residents froin a horrible (Icath, It
%verc snJ)erfllnaus lire ta reinind the anîliorities or the
urgent nlecessitv af ilinînediatc action in Élie malter. The%,
are mien of experience, and cannat, dlotbt the wisdoni af
being prepared for a canîingency o viiich warning is
given alniost dailv, and wliile wve ail sinccly truîst that
aur beantiful Marrice Hall nia>' never be reduced la aslies,
stili il %vcre mîsplaced confidence ta fondly dreain that aur
cominendable %visites are incapable ai disappointment;*
i shotîld bc rcmcmbercd tliaî the rîîling characîerisîic
af the lire fiend is that lie camtes %vtli least expccted. It
wanld be a good îhing therefore, aîîd w~e believe we echo
the opinion ai ail ioîare directly conccrrncd, ifia suflicient
ntimber of reliable rope ladders canild bc pravided for the
varions flats af dormitories ; and iii case noîlîing nmore elah.
orale can be affordcd, a fewv slrang- ropes miglît even prove
serviceabie as a Inens ai escape ; they -%vould at least
iîelp la break tue faîl fromn a ivindo%% ta the ground, a
féat ai no starîliîîg appearance in itself, bt anc
ncvertheless, wvhicli %vould hie aîtendcd %vith serions resulîs
ta an intrepid acrobat, eveîi did lie forîunaîelv tuinble iat
a snowbank. W'e svrianisly hope te Colh'gc Baaîd %vîll
give this subjeci consideration.

CIIISi'NES5.

XI lias been stiggesîed, and wiîh sorte show of plans;.
bility. tiîaî tlîe reason %lîy certain classes ai literature,
mi.-sionary biograpliy for instance, receive but littUe favar
a: the liands ai tlie gezîcral reading ptublic, is tlie prevalent
overstrained effort A)> tell 'r//n It is a pity that
works of titis kind slîauld be so marred, for in rcalit),
natlîiîî in tlîe page ai romance can exccd in dramaîic
intcresi the %vild episodes thai go ta make îîp the lufe ai
nearly evcry foreign missionarv;, it is anly %viîcn these
adventures camne ta be recordcd for tlie ptublic cye that
their attractîvcncss is diminished, and allen enîirely lost
siglît af, in an unnecessary collation of mincir circum-
stances. Such prolixity, is almost invariably fatal ta
succcss. It was sober trulli thai Professor Lowvell spoke
v-lien lic said thiat thc '> art ai %wriling cansisîs ciîiefly in
knowing wiîai ta Icave in the inkpot; " lic siniply recag-
nized tue fiacî îîat nmen nlowadays are liard prcsscd for
lime, an(l caniiot afford ta wadc îlîrotigh acres ai boggy
language belore being able ta -arrive at an undlerstanding
ais ta lîaw, sa>' a comnitinitv, camtes ta bejust wliat il is.
It is eviilent tuai the times dcrnand a style ai tic utlmasi
eoncisencss consistent %vith clearncss, andl %vrilers who
would be paptîlar must avoid thc fanli ai prolonging a
composition tli impatient rcadcrs are forced ta cry out
upon ils tediousncss. J3rcvity is the soul ai power, as ai
%it. It wvill have bectn naîiced that tie short articles in
magazines and newslpape)rs arc usually the first and best
read ; and tlîe short discourses in the sanctuary are allen
thc langesi remcmbercd. Aim then at crispness.


