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have seer the ivory-bill, striking thus, burst off from almost
flinty-hard dead trees fragments of wood half as large as my
hand ; and once in the Cherokee hills of Georgia I watched a
pileated woodpecker (Hylotomus pileatus) dig a hole to the
very heart of an exceedingly tough, green, mountsin hickory
tree, in order to reach a nest of winged ants. The point of in-
gress of the insects was a small hole in a punk knot; but the
bird, by hopping down the tree tail-foremost and listening,
located the nest about five feet below, and there it proceeded to
bore through the gnarled, eross-grained wood to the hollow.

Of all our wild American bjrds, I have studied no other one
whick combines all of the elements of wildness so perfectly in
its character as does the ivory-billed woodpecker. It has no
trace whatever in its nature of what may be called a tameable
tendency. Savage liberty is a prerequisite of its existence and
its home is the depths of the woods, remotest from the activities
of civilized man.

From a careful study of all the holes (apparently made by
Campephilus) that I have been able to find and reach in either
standing ov fallen trees, I am led to believe that this jug-shape
is peculiar to the ivory-bill’s architecture, as [ have never found
it in the excavations of other species, save where the form was
evidently the result of accident. The depth of the hole varies
from three to seven feet, as a rule, but I found one that was
vearly nine feet deep and another that was less than two. Our
smaller woodpeckers, including Hylotomus pileatus, usually
make their excavations in the shape of a gradually widening
pocket, of which the entrance is the narrowest part.

It is curious to note that, beginning with the ivory-bill
and coming down the line of species in the scale of size, we
find the red mark on the head rapidly falling away from a
grand scarlet crest some inches in height to a mere touch of
carmine, or dragon’s blood, on crown, nape, cheek, or chin. The
lofty and brilliant head-plume of the ivory-bill, his powerful
beak, his semi-circular elaws and his perfectly spiked tail, as
well as his superiority of size and strength, indicate that he is



