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as the train lias been gone for an houir," letter, sornewhat cr-trnipled fromi its con-
was the way he tried to quiet his con- tact witli a real boy's pocket.
science. When hie offered it to bis uncle, lie shook

At noon, bowever, .ie was so f ili of the bis hcad, saying, "«Open it and read it;
pranks to be piayed that niglit that he neyer then you wvill understand what your fath.?r
thought of tbe letter once, and if bis con- mueans."
science rerninded hirn of the neglected duty iElbert obeyed, and this is wvhat lie read:
again hie quikted it in sorne way, and went ' De.ir John: -1 have yourý letter ,giv'ing
home in the evening with the Iettei' still terms and description of the Shetland pon-9
in bis pocket, instead of iu bis uncle John's which you say Mr. l3arnes wvill hold until
possession, as it should bave been. When inoon, awaiting rny decision. Eibert bas
the evening train campnj~, who shouk(j long wanted*such a pony, and as I arn sure
corne off it but this same IUncle *John, and hie wiil take good care of it I would not
the first thing bis father said, after tlhe miss the bargain for anything. Secure it
greetings were over, was, "Weil, John, bow by ail means, and bring it out with you
did you succeed in that littie deai? I hope wben you corne this evening. I wish to
you got my letter in good time." give hixu a genuine surprise, and as this is

"Your letter! Why no, I got no letter,", fool's day, I have takea it into rny head
exclairned Uncle John. " No indeed, and to dIo a littie Aprii-fooiing myseif.
you rnissed the chance of a lifetime by flot "Hoping to see you and the pony this
notlfying me. 1 neyer hated to sec any- eve-ning. I romain as ever, your brother-
thing go into the bauids of another man jJOHN.
so badiy in rny life as I did wben that "Noiv you ]cnow the secret of this impor-
beauty was knocked down to Mr. English, tant letter, and understand why I said an-
and at haif price too." other person aýs weli as inyseif would bo

"There must have been sorne trickery disappointed if it missed the morning
about the mattor then; somebody mnuet mail," said Mr. Horton.
have been meddling with the mail, for I "If 1 liad kaown what it was I would
wrote you early this mrning, advising bave*irernerbered better," replied Elbert.
you to, buy the pony ou the terrns specified "Ah, yes. but it was a surprise," argued
in your letter reco-ived iast nigbt,"1 roplicd bis fathor. "And then boys should be as
Mr. Horton. trustworthy wvhore their own interests are

"*It did not reach me," returned bis flot at stake as where they are. There is a
brother. -Fearing there might be sorne good deal of poetic justice in the 'way this
carelessness in the delivery, I 'went thing lias turaed out. Ail your life your
to the office myseif, after tbe noon mail unfaithfulness to duty bias given you, as
came in, but there was nothing tbere. The weil as other people, trouble. II-)w oft<'n
Oversi[9ht nmust have 'beern in tbe office have you been told tbat duty sbouid always

liere. havethe right of way -%vhen it seems to> con-
here. Io malfa etr Ebr I e liet with pleasure, and no;w more fnrcibly
"aDd Mou mailon that n etter thbet c" de- than ever before, perhaps, you have learnod

whoanded Mr. Hton, tuing to eml uiprit the lesson frorn experience, au experience
wh or. stood byd the boy, trm loog which I trust nxay neyer have to ho re-

"I forgt."ta erdteby lo ing eated. I know you are disappointed; but
confused.if your disappointmeut teaches the rnuch

"And after ail my charges !" said bis needed lesson of prompt obedience, it wili
father sternly. "Why did you put the letter be worth ail that it costs. Remember, a
out of your hand at ail until it was safe boy's faults. if uncorrected, wili ding to
in the office?" hirn in nxanhood, and it wvould be as un-

"I met the boys and tbey wouid have me î'easonaile to expeet an unreliabie boy to
go down to, the tank to play a fool's day grow lip into, a trustworthy man as to
trick on Joe Kelly, and I forgot ail abouit cotint on seeing -a crooh-ed, dJeformed sprout
the letter until the sehool-beli rang," ex- grnw into a straiglit and beautifil tree."
plained Elbert, ruefuiiy. Though srnarting with the sting hoe had

a1'Aprii-fooling, eh." said bis father, with inflicted upon himseif, Eibert was just
apeculiar look that Elbert did flot under- enough to indorse his father's wvords axid

stand. "lWell, wo shall see wào the April- to determine to overcome this evil habit.
fool was in this instance. Have you the and if hoe corne off conqueror the April-fool
letter still in your pocket?" experience wili prove of more value to, hire

"Yes, sir," replierl Elbert, produciug the than hlîaf-a-dozen Shetland ponies.-Sel.


