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Iii the ycars ta conte, Uie curious whio seeck tu
know the story ai McGill anîd lier students in thc oid
days ai the ninecenth century %vill turni for eniight-
cnment ta the files af the FWNGIr..There
%vill they fiîîd rcfiected thîe Unîiversity lufe, its %vork,
its sports, jts normal toutid and occasional excite-
ineîits, the lîeaviness ai examniîatian seasons as well
as the exultation af field days and theatre niglits.
Vet even this record, fuIl as it nîay lie, leaves sanie-
tlîing ta be asked for, and the seeker %vill niost
naturally look, for the preface ta this energetie stu-
dent life af whicli the FOR'rNIGHîTLY is tbc testi-
inony. \Vhat are the evenit£ which led up ta this
state ai thîngs ? \Vlat is the record ai the ycars pre-
v'iaus ta 1892 ? Tlîat the FoRTIRAITLY iiay flot
leave these questions uiinnsw'ered, it is proposed ta
insert liere in this holiday nutuber ant outîlile af the
Risc and I>rogyress af the Univcrsity ai McGill.

Colleges, inistitution-; aiof rig any and ail
institution)s grow as a rule out ai tlîý rccogni;zed
neced for tlîcmjust as new% nmachiînes arc miade ta meet
the demnaid fat certain coînmodities. Following
Out titis idea, aile mîust believe tlîat Montreal tlîirsted
for Iearnitng even as far bacl, as a hundred years
ago, for alinost tlîat length of tirine lias passed since
the first itiovernent îvas made whiclî wvas ta expand
ino the establishmient ai the University.

It %vas m-cll that the desire for education at least
existed, for tiîat was indication that the dcficiency of
its mecans %vould aine day bc rcmiedied.

The investigation set on foot by Lord Dorchester
in 1787 liad revealed al lamientable state ai ignorance
tlîroughout the whlolc: Province ai Quebec. The few
Englii schools could scarceîy mnake lieadway
against thie tide ai denonîinatianalistu which con-
stantly apposed them, anîd thec goverrumelit had
hitîxerta bcen utteriy regardless ai the difficuity.
Nevertlieless, cvidcnce is not wvanting that among the
tlîousand inliabitaîîts of the city ai Montreat were
tliose who wcerc atixiaus not only ta see prinîary but
liiglier educ.ion av'ailablc ta tiieir soils; anîd w~hen
the report ai Lard Dorchcster's conîniittee recoin-
iicnded *ta tic gavernient the prapriety ai esta-
blishing ualo ani> a number ai Elcmentary Schools
but also an institute for the cultivation ai Uhe liberai
aits and sciences, the respanise came not front the
goveriunienit but front the citizen body.

Aiolig the Scotch nerchauits wba did business
in. the 'Montreal i oftlat day, o7he ai thec Most active
and promincuit was Jaiies McGiil. Mr. McGill was

more than a trader. WVhite carrying on his business
wvithi sucli ability, as to inake liiniseif a rich nman, lie
wvas by no nicans absorbcd by it. Truc public spirit
and lighl intelliiiceý led hiîîi iinto mny avenues af
usefutlcss, and lifted hlmn up to intercourse %vith the
ino.ýt intellect ual socicty available. Thus, while hie
rcprescntcd a city %vard in the Legislative Counicil and
led îkth city iilitia, lie aisa sang grood sangs and told
good sî<ories at the renawnvie l icaver Club, and
cnjoyed the friendship of the learned Bishop
Strachain. It lias been cotijectured that it %v'as through
conve-rsaitionisvitlî this gentlemîan tlî,trâIc. McGill
tirbt coticcived the idea of nialing 'Mantreal a univer-
sitv* town, or at lcast ai substantially farwardirîg such

aplan whleni it should be undertaket by govern-
nient. lie tliat as it iiiay, it is certain that in i Si i,
two \-cars before bis dcath, J aites McGiIl muade his
%vill, bequeathing bis propert), of Burnsidc and
£t,ooo for the foundatUon of a coilege ta bear bis
naine in tlie uniiversity wiiicl the governiment wvas ta
establislx.

Il' 1813 the property ai. the foot of Moult Rayai,
far on tie outsk-irts (,f the towi), caîîîe into the hands
of certain trustees %vlîo wcrc plcdged ta carry ou$'
the testatars %visites wvithin the ncxt ten ycars.
Perliaps then mare than ane yauthful, Erasmus
aircady saw iii the aId bouse a place where knaw-
ledge wvas dispcnscd. It is ta bc lhoped it such
%vas the case. that ilhcs2 longing souis werc satisfied
clscetcr Nviilî Grelz, for the nîictatnrpiiosis af Burn-
side îvas too sloiv for theni.

1 l i S i S %vas passe1 the act estabiisinaîi the Royal
Institution for the advanccnient af learnling ;-a higli
souinding title, but littie more, for tiot being furnished
%vith the praniised lanids and1 money, the Board wvas
poivcrless. The bcquest ai Mr. McGill reniained a
reality in Uhe inidst ai vanlities, and soon the Rayal
Institutioni was nothiiig else titan a board of manage-
ment af the McGili estate.

l 1821i a Royal Charter w~ssecurcd for the future
college, but it %vas inot until 1829 that, the gavern-
ment aid agaiin proving an illusiaon, building wvas
begun %vith some af the McGill moniey.

j une 29 th, 1829, the coliege %vas forinaily opened
in thîe residence af its aid fouîidcr, Burriside House.
l'le Monltrcal Medicai lilstitute already in existence
becanie its 'Medicai Facuity, and the Faculty ai Arts
reccivcd its constitution under a Principal and thiree
Professors.

1-cre at last wvas a college wvhere students met
togetlier. Had the two Facuities found any ground
for contention in those early days, the vTery iew Arts-
ien, ail of theni af îîecessity Freslinien, could have
mîade but feebie stand against the larger and longer
established band ai Meds. Vet %vith the Faculty of
Arts came the dignity af the University i. --e, which
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