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STRANGE COINS.
Tokens of Yalue Collected from Far Corners of
the Earth.
{From the Halifax *“Mail.” }
IN a bag.lie various uncoined symbo!s of velue. Here
arc the silver lumps, bullet shaped, called *‘tekal”
current in S8iam ; and the white cowrie shells used in
Africa ; and the rings of gold and silver which are
cominon currency of Nubia ; and the pieces of iron
h,” like

Oordofan ; and bits of coarse cotton, called *‘fre.dgat,”

A “hashh

lar knives, used in

which are equivalent to 80 pieces of **hashhash;” and
the beads and blocks of szlt used in Abyssinia; and
the fish-hook money, made of pieces of silver wire,
still current in China.

“Dan't overlook this tenpenny bank token,” says
Mr. Avery. It is Irish.”
resemble the English. Those of Henry VIII. have the

The Irish coins mostly

arms of England and the Irish harp crowned between
the initials of Henry and his queen. Then comes the
Ormonde money, having its weight stamped in Irish
numerals. But the niost .remarkable Irish coins ave
the pieces named “gur money,” struck out of cannon
melted dowp by James II. before the last struggle for
his forfeited throne. There isalso a crown in white
metal with the king on horse back. Thislast isscarce,
but the specimens of the ‘gun money are ce mmon.

‘‘Here," continues Mr. Avery, “is a specimen of the
constitutional currency of France. It is a souof 1792,
showing the head ot Louis XVI., with the inscription,
‘L3 loi, le roi, ia nation.’ ™

1t is ot bell metal, made during the revolution from
the bells of the demolished churches. It jingles ont
of the bag with a 5 franc piece of *“Napo'eon, Emper-
eur” and “Dieu protege la France” on the edge, and
& piece of 5 lire marked ‘‘Napaleone imperatorec re,”
with **Dio protegge I’ Italia” on the edge. The Italian
éoin shows the conque orinthe flush of his conquests;
the French coin brings him under the shadow of
VWaterloo. In the one he is serenc and proud ; in the
othor his face is full of care.

Then Mr. Avery opens another bag. The coins that
tumble out are ‘‘joes” and “half joes” of Brazil, Byl.

vian dollars, with the bust of Bolivar and the motto
“Libre par la Constitution,” doubloons of the Argen-
tine Republic from the mint of Rioja, reals colebrat.
ing the independence of Chill in 1817, Spauish dollars
cut into “bits” for use in the West Indies, copper coins
of Petion, Loyer and other rulers of Hayti, a 10-livres
piece from Mauritius, the home of Paul apd Virginia,
a coin of the American Colonization society ot Diberin
showing a negro welcoming the arrival of a vessel,
Arabic coins marked with the date of the hegira (A. D.
587) and ot the Sultan’s reign, macutas from Guinea,
a pistarecn of Fe dinand of 8paiun, siege pleces or ne.
cessity money struck during the incursion of Napoleon
into Spain, gu‘.-l.i'eré from Zealand, stivers from Hol-
land, crowns from Belgium, & brass coun;eg,lxoxp
China with a square hole in the centre, a scudo af
f’ope Pius VIL, a bajocco of Pope Pix;s IX., a gold
mohur from Calcutta, a pagoda of the East Indis Co.,
a Turkish piastre, a Ban}; of Englanq QOllpxj, a Tusean

floran, a Russian ruble.

~—There being 3000 women in charge of postoffices
in this country, the serious question arises whether to
call them postinasters or postmistresses. . The tormer,
by al. meang. It is the proper mail appelation.—Clin.
cinnati Enquirer.

—Jules Verne beaten. The performance of Jules
Verne's here, who went vround the world in eighty
days, has been surpassed by an English ‘post card
which has just returned from its interesting trav-
els. LN -

It was mailed by & gentleman on October 10th to
a friend in Hong Kong, by way of the United 8tates
and Yokohama, and reached Hong Kong on- Novens-
ber 23rd., when it was re-directed to London by
way of Brindisl. It was despatched on Npvember
25th. and reached the original. owner on )_J;?n;}ay
morning—that is, within seventy-five days f“’?{ _tpc
start.—London Telegram, Dec. 26th



